Jaishankar meets Sudanese cour

Reiterates India’s stance for end te violence in Sudan

NEW DELHI, Jan 30 (IANS)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar held a meet-
ing with his Sudanese counter-
part Mohieldin Salim Ahmed
Ibrahim here on Friday and reit-
erated India’s positionforanend
to violence in Sudan and return
to dialogue.

InapostonX, g
wrote: “A COl’dl Meeting this
oreign Minister
Mohleldln alim Ahmed Ibrahim
ofSudan. Reiterated India’s posi-
tion for an end to violence in
Sudan and return to dialogue.
Discussed our ongoing human-
itariansupportand exchangesin
education and capacity build-

Union External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a meeting
with his Sudanese counterpart Mohieldin Salim Ahmed Ibrahim,

in New Delhi.

(@DrSJaishankar/X via PTI)

ing. Committed to further activ-
ities in that regard.”

Ibrahim arrived in New Delhi
on Thursday to attend the sec-
ond IndiaArab Foreign Ministers’
Meetingscheduled tobeheld on
January 31.

Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal stated that Ibrahim’s vis-
it to India will further strength-
en people-to-people ties
between the two nations.

“Delighted to welcome H E
Mohieldin  Salim  Ahmed
Ibrahim, Minister of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation, Republic of Sudan
for the second India Arab Foreign
Ministers’ Meeting. The visit will
further strengthen people to peo-
ple ties between India and
Sudan,” Jaiswal posted on X.

India is set to host the 2nd
India-Arab Foreign Ministers'’
Meeting (IAFMM) on January31.
The meeting, being hosted by
India and the United Arab
Emirates, will have the partici-
pation of Foreign Ministers of
other Arab League Member
States and the Arab League
Secretary General.
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United Nations ver
mediating confl

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 30 (IANS)

THE United Nationsis very active
in mediating conflicts across the
world, UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said.

At a press conference on
Thursday, outlining his priori-
ties for 2026, Guterres said in
some cases, some warring par-
ties do not want the United
Nations to mediate in their con-
flicts, and the world body is very
activein “several scenarios,” such
asin Libya, Sudan, South Sudan,
and the Democratic Republic of
the Congo (DRC). “No,” the UN
chief replied when asked by
Xinhua whether he was con-
cerned about the future role of
the United Nations in maintain-
ing world peace and security.

“There are areas where we are
not mediators, because at least
one of the parties (to a conflict)
doesnotwant ustomediate,” the
UN chief said.

“Israel never accepted the UN
tobe mediator, probablybecause
we would mediate based on our
values, the values of the (UN)
Charter ... those that violate the
Charter probably are not inter-
ested inthemediation byan enti-
ty that is, in itself, the entity that
represents the Charter,” he said.

Guterres said the United
Nations has been “extremely
active” intryingtoavoid theworst
scenariointhesituation of South
Sudan, inthe DRC and Myanmar,
and “veryactive” innegotiations
related toWestern Sahara, Xinhua
news agency reported.

ive in

Guterres

“And I could go on and on and
on with the number of situations
inwhich we are extremely active
with efforts of mediation, efforts
of conciliation of positions, peace
processes,” he said.

“Thereis onlyone thing we do
not have, (which) is the instru-
ments of power to force parties
to come to the negotiation,” said
the secretary-general.

UN CHIEF GUTERRES SEES
‘A LOT OF POSITIVE EXPECTA-
TIONS' FROM INDIA-EUTRADE
AGREEMENT : UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres said on
Thursday that he sees “a lot of
positive expectations” from the
recent free trade agreement
between Indiaand the European
Union, and it could contribute
to global multi-polarity.

On Tuesday, India and the EU
announced the free trade agree-
ment, which EU President Ursula
von der Leyen called the “moth-
er of all trade deals”.
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' India-EU free trade pac

NEW DELHI, Jan 30 (TANS)

THE EU-Inddin free trade agree-
ment has emerged as a0 major
catse for concern in [hoka as it
dedivers market access geins lor
India in the textiles, apparel,
Teather, and {potwear sectors thit
have long  underpinned
Banpgladesh's export success in
Europe, a Bangladeshi media
report said, “With Hangladesh

set o graduate from LDC statis
in November 2026, ad s pref-
erential access in the EL market
expected o erode after o three-
year transition period, the thm-
ingof thksdeal could not bemaore
unsetthing,” the article in the
Draily Star' newspaper said.
Fordecades, Indian exports of
garmients, textiles, leather, and
footwedr entered the BU [acing
suhstantial tanffs, However, the

EU-IndiaF 1A would slash dut
o1 footwes -
zern, and a
frovm 9-12 percent to zero, sub-
stantially strengthening India's
competltveness, il pointed out
By leveraging LDG duty-free
access while competions such as
India and Vietnum continued to
face tariffs, Bangladesh was able
loexpand its share ol the EU appar-
ol ket st 2 remarkable pace,

As China's share of U appar-
el imports declined from 45 per
cent tn 2010 tn,'{HpErc'lmrin_'dlI;En,
Bangladesh’s share rose shuply
fram about 7 per cent o 21 per
cent. This shift Is pardeulardy
striking glven that, in 2005,
Bangladesh and India held
almost identical market shares
Im the ELL buit over thie nest rwo
decades, Bangladesh wasable o
incrense its share by threefokd

whileIndiassharedeclined 1o 5%,
Desh rise was drivennot only by
trifl advaniages but also by
favourable EU rules of origin lor
LDCs, notahly the single tmns-
formation rule, the article polnt-

ed out. “Therefore, in a twist of

Iromy: the veryadvantages of pref-
erenitial margins that once pro-
pelled Bangladeshs mphl ascent
in the EU market are now erod-
gy st s bey comipetittrssecune

ttles Bangladesh

permanent  duty-free  access
through free trade agreements,”
it lamented, Moreover, given the
sofeguand prvisions embedded
in the EU'S Generalised Systemof
Preferences, there is a genuing
risk that even ifBangladesh qual-
ifies for GSP+afver graduation, s
garment exports could seill face
tull MEN tariffs, fundamentally
ltering the competitive balance
in EUmarket, the arfivleohserves,



NEW DELHI, Jan 30 (PTI)

THEWorld Bank Group and India on
Friday announced a new Country
Partnership Framework (CPF), envis-
aging USD 8-10 billion in annual
financing over the next five years to
help accelerate India’s next phase of
growth and support its vision of
becoming a developed economy.

The Union Finance Minister wel-
comed the new Country Partnership
Framework (CPF) with theWorld Bank
Group, which is fully aligned with
India’s Viksit Bharat vision.

The CPFfocuses onleveragingpub-
lic funds with private capital, creat-
ing more jobs across ruraland urban
India, and enriching projects with the
World Bank Group'’s global knowl-
edge, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said after the World Bank
team led by President Ajay Banga

called on her. Both leaders also dis-
cussed ways to deepen India-World
Bank cooperation insupport of India’s
long-term development vision of
Viksit Bharat, the Finance Ministry said
in a poston X.

“Leveraging public funds with pri-
vate capital, creatingmore jobs across
rural and urban India, and enriching
projects with the Bank Group’s glob-
al knowledge will be key to achieving
sustainableimpactatbothspeed and
scale,” she said.

3o annual
D years

The Finance Minister underlined
the importance of a development
partnership thatgoesbeyond financ-
ing, and includes knowledge sharing,
technical assistance, and exchange of
global best practices.

The new India-World Bank Group
strategic partnership applies thisglob-
al jobs strategy in India and supports
it with USD 8-10 billion in annual
financing over the next five years, to
create jobs and mobilize private sec-
tor capital atscale, Washington-based
multilateral funding agency said ina
statement.

Atthe heart of the new partnership
is private sector-led job creation, it
said, adding thatwith around 12 mil-
lion young people entering India’s
labor market each year, unlocking
private investmentinjob-rich sectors
is a central priority for the country’s
next phase of growth.



536 £ Peapen Gaza's-EEypt Do st Romornow

JERUSALEM, Jan 30 (AP)

ISRAEL said Friday that it will
reopen the pedestrian border
crossing between the Gaza Strip
andEgyptinbothdirections over
theweekend, markinganimpor-
tantstep forward for US President
Donald Trump's Gaza ceasefire
plan.

COGAT, the Israeli military
body in charge of coordi-
natingaid to Gaza, said

in a statement that T,hey

starting on Sunday Sald. 50

a “limited move- medical soon.

ment of people evacuees would be COGAT said

only” would be
allowed through
the Rafah crossing,
Gaza'smaingateway
to the outside world.
Theannouncementfol-
lowed statements from Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and Ali Shaath, new-
ly appointed to head the
Palestinianadministrative com-
mittee governing Gaza's daily
affairs, that it would likely open

permitted to exit, and

50 returnees
permitted to axit
enter

both Israel and
Egypt will vet
individuals  for
and entry
through the crossing,
whichwill be supervised
by European Union border patrol
agents. Inaddition toscreenings
atthecrossing, Palestinians leav-
ing and returning will be
screened by Israel in the adja-
cent corridor, which remains
under Israeli military control.

Trucks carrying
enters the Rafs

itarian aid
C l-;\,-.

The crossing has been under
a near complete closure since
Israel seized it in May 2024, say-
ing the step was part of a strat-
egy to halt cross-border arms
smuggling by Hamas.

[t was briefly opened for the
evacuation of medical patients
during ashort-lived ceasefire in
early 2025,

Israel had resisted reopening
the crossing, but the recovery of
the remains of the last hostage
in Gaza on Monday cleared the
way to move forward.

South Africa asks
Israel’s envoy to
leave country

CAPE TOWN, Jan 30 (AP)

SOUTH Africa ordered
Israel'sdeputy ambassadorto
leave the country within 72
hours on Friday, accusing
him ofundermining relations
between the countries with
social media posts that
insulted South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa
and violating diplomatic pro-
tocols.

The South African Foreign
Ministry said that it was
expelling Ariel Seidman, the
charged'affaires at the Israeli
Embassy, and declared him
persona non grata - a diplo-
matic term indicating the
person is nolonger welcome
in a country.
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M Reform will lure the
foreign investment
needed to revamp
a long-crippled oil
industry in Venezuela

B By Regina Garcia Cano
CARACAS (Venezoela), Jan 30 (AP

VENEZUELA'S acting President
Deley Rodriguez on Thursday
signed a law that opens the
nations ol sectortoprivatisation,
reversinga tenet of the self-pro-
claimed socialist moverment that
has ruled the country for more
than two decades,

The reform will undoubtedly
be her Government's signature
policy as it positions the oil sec-
tor “Venezuela’s engine” to lure
the foreign investment needed

ol Al

14} revamp__j

industry METione: enacted the
g¥less than amonth after

razen seizure of then-

President Nicolas Maduro in a

USmilitaryattack inVenezuela's

capital, Caracas.

Tiodriguer, facing oil workers
and ruling-party supporters,
signed thebill less than two hours
after the National Assembly
approved it At the same time,
the US Department of Treasury
officially began to ease punish-
ing economic sanctions on
Veneruelan oil, which were
imposed by the first Trump
administration, and expanded
the ability of 1S encrgy compa-
nies to operate in the South
American nation,
lodriguez on Thursday alse

(Conid on page 3)

= 4

Venezuela's acting President Deley Rodriguez takes part in a rally
holding up a copy of a new law for opening the nation’s il sector
to privatisation at the Mirafiores Palace in Caracas, Venezuela on
Thursday. (AP/PTI)

dustry overhaul

TRADE WAR: Trump threatens Canada
with 50% tariff on aircraft sold in US

WASHINGTON, Jun 30 (AP)

PRESIDENT Danald Trimp on Thursday threatened Canadawith
a 30% tariff on any aircraft sold in the US, the
latest salvo in his trade war with America’s
northern neighbour as his feud with Prime
Minister Mark Carney expands

lrump's threat posted on social media came
afierhethreatened over the weekend toimpose
a 100% tariffon goodsimported from Canada
ifit went forward with a planned trade deal
with China. But Trump’s threat did not come
with any details about when he would impose the import tax-
s, 05 Canada had already struck o deal.

InTrump's latest threat, the Republican President said he was
retaliating against Canadaforrefusing to centifyjets from Savannah,
Georgia-based Gulfstream Aerspace,
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EAM Jaishankar, Arab

League chief Gheit hold
talks to enhance ti

INDIA-ARAB FOREIGN MINIS¥cxS MEET TODAY
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar with Secretary General of
League of Arab States Ahmed Aboul Gheit during a meeting in
New Delhi on Friday.

(PTI)

NEW DELHI, Jan 30 (IANS)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar met League
of Arab States Secretary General
Ahmed Aboul Gheitin New Delhi
on Friday to discuss strengthen-
ingcooperation between the two
sides across various sectors.

Following their talks, EAM
Jaishankar in a post on X, wrote,
“A warm meeting with Secretary
General, League of Arab States
Ahmed Aboul Gheit this morn-
ing. Had a wide ranging conver-
sation about our cooperation
and strengthening it across var-
ious domains. Also exchanged
views on the recent develop-
ments in the region.”

Ahmed Aboul Gheit arrived in
New DelhionThursdayto attend
the second India-Arab Foreign
Ministers’ and related meetings.
The Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) extended a warm wel-
cometo Gheit,an Egyptian politi-
cian and diplomat.

India is set to host the 2nd
India-Arab Foreign Ministers’
Meeting (IAFMM) on January31.

The meeting, being hosted by
India and the United Arab
Emirates, will have the partici-
pation of Foreign Ministers of
other Arab League Member
States and the Arab League
Secretary General. The second
India-Arab Foreign Ministers
Meeting is expected to build on
existingcooperationand expand
thepartnership. The IAFMM will
be preceded by the 4th India-

Arab Senior Officials’ Meeting.
The Foreign Ministers’ meet-
ing is taking place after 10 years,
as the first meeting was held in
Bahrain in 2016. During the first
Foreign Ministers Meeting, the
leaders identified five priority
verticals of cooperation - econ-
omy, energy, education, media
and culture and proposed a set
ofactivitiesacross these verticals.
EAM JAISHANKAR MEETS
PALESTINIAN COUNTERPART:
Jaishankar met Palestine’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates Varsen Aghabekian
hereanddiscussed development
cooperation, the Gaza Peace
(Contd on page 3)



