CMD: Will Roll Qut
‘Semi Knock-Down |

Planes In3 Years
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| Indm’s pubhc sector aero-

space major Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL)
and Russia’ sUmtedAl.rcraft

- Corporation (part*of Rostec 3

In Indla

Typically with 87-108 seats, SJ-100isa hlgh-tech oommerclal_
ajrcraft that Is currently» operated by nine Russian airlines '

_éenB'?andma,SJ 100 isahigh-
tech eommercial aircraft cre-
ated using cutting-edge

: gimmtheﬁeldof aerody.

foreignstamopera:tors
United Aircraft Corpora-
tion (UAC)said the agreement

- will serve as the basis for fur-

ther cooperation between the
companies. The document

,,8pe¢iﬁes that HAL will assist
UAC in the certification and
~ validation process for the Su-
© perjettype certificate in In- :
‘dia. HAL will be granted a li-

cence to manufacture and sell
S$J-100, including components,

- parts and spare parts neces-
 sary for the aircraft’'s mainte-
- nance and repair UAC, in

turn,wﬂasmstHALmorga

. nising and re-equipping its
productianfamhtxafors.}mo-

production thraugh consult-

- ing, design services, and the

involvement of specialists.

- “Thesigningof thisagree-
- ment marks an important
- step toward concluding a gen-

; era] agreement, which wiﬂ

d a detailed breakdown

_ _pective‘worklaads
>said.
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‘Large US naval

force movi

toward

WASHINGTON, Jan 28

PRESIDENT Donald Trump said
a large US naval force is moving
toward the Middle East amid ten-
sions with Iran, adding that
Washingtonhopes military force
will not be needed but is prepared
if diplomacy fails.
InaradiointerviewwithWABC
host Sid Rosenberg, Trump said
the deployment was aimed at
deterring further escalation and
reinforcing US pressure on
Tehran. “We have a big armada
going over there right now,”
Trump said. He described the

forceas “verypowerful” andsaid
it was larger than a recent US
deployment linkedto operations
involving Venezuela.

In response to a question on
the significant military buildup,
Trumpsaid the goal was to avoid
conflict whilemaintaininglever-
age."Hopefully, wewon'thave to
use it,” he said, without provid-
ing details on the size, location,
or timeline of the deployment.

The President linked the move
to what he described as ongoing
threatsfromIranand heightened
tensions affecting Israel. He said
US backing had given Israel con-
fidence in the face of repeated

warnings from Tehran. “Israel
kind of replies in turn,” Trump
said, referring to recent devel-
opments that led Israel to shut
its airspace temporarily.

Trump argued that American
actionhad prevented afarworse
outcome in the region. “I don't
think you would have Israel,” he
said, asserting that without US
intervention, the situation could
have been catastrophic. He cit-
ed a critical period of negotia-
tions and military readiness that
helped avert disaster.

The President also said his
administration had succeeded

insecuring the return ofhostages
and that the conflict remains
linked to the administration. " We
gotthelastofthehostagesback,”
Trump said. “We got the last of
the dead back today.” He called
the effort something many had
said was impossible and said
families had been desperate to
recover their loved ones.

Trumpsaid Iranremainedcen-
tral to US security concerns and
suggested continued pressure
was limitingTehran'soptions. He
did notannounce any new diplo-
matic initiative but said US
actions were aligned with broad-
er regional stability.




e R T

seenns

Critical
Mmerals Also
On Agenda

Sachin.Parashar
@timesofindiacom

! Now Delhi: Following the

-
-
-

: India-EU free trade agree-

ment (FTA), and with exter-

: nal affairs minister S Jaish-
: ankarheadedto Washington
: next week, India is hopeful
: ongoingeffortsforasuccess-

ful conclusion of the bilater-
altmdedaalw;ththeUS will

EAM Jaishankar with a us congressional delegation in Delhi Sunday

while India was putting final
touches on the FTA with EU.
“The two sides remain in

‘touch on that (US deal). I

thﬁ:kevenduringtheﬂme

U on several occasions before

2025, but havenot been ableto

seal it even after multiple

rounds of negotiations, Ac-

cording to Indian govt, both
sides cameclosetoabalanced
and mutually beneficial deal

talks fizzled out. Earlier this
month, the govt stressed it
remained

other deals being discussed.
“We had been at it (EU
FTA)foralongtime. Thedeci-
sive moment was the visit of
EU College of Commission-
ers last year when there was
political guidance to get the
denmmp.”thesomadded.
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 From Thailand to EU deal
FI‘A ]ourney

Istock

Indla S evolving

Sidhartha@timesofindia.com

NewDelhi India has come a
: long way from the early days of
its journey  towards FTAs,
which really began with an.
“early harvest scheme” with
Thailand that had limited cov- |
erage of under 100 products.
The duty concessions to the
: South East Asian country
¢ meant that companies such as
: Hondaand Sony began import-
: inggear boxes and TV sets, in-
: stead of producing them local-
Iy, putting govtonthe defensive.
3 Whatfollowed wasa “care-
: ful calibration” with the govt
: refusingtocutdutieson “sen- .
5_ sitive sectors” such as wine
and spirits and automobiles.
The fear was that domestlc..,,_
_ soclatlon, comprising Swnzer

TRADE EVOLUTION

‘ucts, butfor ]Ji.n'ﬂec'i'quantltlesf

- Liechtenstein. Similarly, trade-

~ andservices—something
 the govt failed to do in Asean

s- FTA — to include investment |
promisesas EFTA committed

- afresh FDIof $100billion,

ur years, barrlngcerea]s
A I 2 the rBd Chan

e Indian nBBOtiatnra

1~ European

. With every trade deal, the
. listgotlonger. So, mcamechoc _
- olates and watches in the pact
WlthEuropeanFreeTradeAs—.‘_ ;

e land, Norway Iceland and

By the time govt finalised

sagreement withEU, eighth _ tygld what India has commit-

~ pulses, dairy and genetically
| became much shorter

fora]lowmg

quantities of grapes to
“ed ots. Similarly,

and appleg were allowed

' mthfeaun'essuchasamnn

mum import price, ensuring
that the landed cost of apples

IdoesnotfallbelowRSQGa kg.

The benefits arealso inline

with the opportunity that a
market. offers. Govt decided

against offering any conces-

" ~ sions to British electric vehi-

cles when it finalised the FTA
last May. But eight months lat-

, er, it offered a limited number
of EVsaspartof the EU deal.

“Every FTA stands on its

_ bwhfoot,” commerce minister

Plyush Goyal said on ’I‘uesday
The change in approach is

‘also visible in the so-called

“new issues”, earlier called

~ non-tradei
~ offsstarted gomgbeyondgoods_. issues by Indian ne-

gotiators, being part of the
trade engagement. So, the

i-“mOdern FTAS” include mtel
lectual property rights, SMEs,

digital trade, labour and envi-

ronment, but the commit-
ments have not extended be-

at international forums,
-concerns around
DﬂtentlaWS beingdiluted.
% ‘It 13 how you negotiate
Issues. Weare firm oncer-
aﬁllectsandwewﬂl stickto
mourotherengagements



