Iran’s currency fa]ls

People walk in front a billboard with graphic showing a US aircraft
carrier with damaged fighter jets on its deck at the Engelab-e-

Eslami (Islamic Revolution) square in Tehran, Iran.

(AP/PTI)

DUBAI, Jan 27 (AP)

IRAN’S currency, the rial, fell on
Tuesday to a record low of 1.5
million to USD 1 after nation-
wide protests sparked by the
country’s economic woes.
Exchange shops offered the
rate asIran still reelsunderinter-
national sanctions, particularly

over its nuclear program, and
mismanagement by government
officials. The protests in Iran
began on December 28, sparked
by the fall of the Iranian curren-
cy, the rial, and quickly spread
across the country.

They were met by a violent
crackdownbyIran’s theocracy, the
scale of which is only starting to

¥ record
e protests

become clear as the country has
faced more than two weeks of
internet blackout - themostcom-
prehensive in its history.

Activists said on Tuesday that
at least 6,126 people were killed
in Iran’s crackdown on nation-
wide protests and many more
are still feared dead.

The new figures camefromthe
US-based Human  Rights
Activists News Agency, which has
been accurate in multiple rounds
of unrest in Iran. The group ver-
ifies each death with a network
ofactivistsonthegroundinIran.

TheAssociated Presshasbeen
unable to independently
assess the death toll given
authorities cutting off the inter-
net and disrupting calls into the
Islamic Republic.

Iran’s Government has put the
death tollatafarlower3,117,say-
ing 2,427 were civilians and
security forces, and labelled the
rest “terrorists.” In the past,
Iran’s theocracy has under-
counted or not reported fatali-
ties from unrest.



UNITED NATIONS, Jan 27 (IANS)

INDIA and Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres have called for
urgently reforming the Security
Council in the face of dire chal-
lengesto the world organisation.
India’s Permanent
Representative P’ Harish on
Monday said the reform must
add permanent members to
make the international rule of law
effective when the world organ-
isation “atitscoreisunderstrain”.
“Paralysis and lack of effec-
tiveness in tackling conflicts
remain a significant shortcom-
ing” testing the UN's credibility,
hesaidat the Council’s high-lev-
el open debate on “Reaffirming
International Rule of Law”,
“Formultilateralism andinter-
national rule of law to remain
effectiveand credible, global gov-
ernance structures must evolve
to reflect contemporary reali-
ties,” he said, Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, who warned
that “around the world, the rule
of law is being replaced by the
law of the jungle,” said it was

P Harish

Antonio Guterres

imperative toreform the Council
without delay.

Only the Council can make
decisions binding on all, and “no
other body or ad-hoc coalition
can legally require all member
states to comply with decisions
on peace and security,” he said.

The Council has singular and
universal responsibility, since
under the UN Charter, it alone
can authorise the use of force,
he said. “That is why reform is
essential; thatis why we mustact
without delay to enhance the
representationand effectiveness
of this Council,” he stressed.

Harish added a note of cau-
tion that, because of challenges
to the Council’s relevance,

“Security conversations and dis-
cussions have moved on to par-
allel plurilateral frameworks,
some eveninvolving private sec-
tor actors to bring about out-
comes on peaceand security out-
side the United Nations".

While the world has under-
goneaprofound transformation
in the B0 years since the UN's
founding, the Council is stuckin
a bygone era, he said.

Given the changes in “power
dynamics, demographicsandthe
nature of global challenges,
there'san urgentand compelling
need to undertake comprehen-
sivereform, including expansion
in the permanent and non-per-
manent categories,” he said.

an’t tolerate Pak’s continued use of
terror as instrument of State policy’

M By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Jan 27 (PTD

IN A strongly-worded retort in the UNSC, India said it is not
normal to tolerate Pakistan's continued use of terrorism as an
instrument of state policy, as New Delhi hit back at Islamabad's
envoy for advancing a “false and self-serving” account of
Operation Sindoor.

India’s Permanent Representative to the UN, Ambassador
Parvathaneni Harish, delivered a sharp response to comments
made hy Pakistan’s Ambassador to the UN, Asim Iftikhar Ahmad.

Ahmad spoke about Operation Sindoor, Jammu and Kashmir
and the Indus Waters Treaty in his remarks at the UN Security
Council open debate on Monday on ‘Reaffirming International
Rule of Law: Pathways to Reinvigorating Peace, Justice, and
Multilateralism.’

Harish said Pakistan, an elected memberofthe Security Council,
has a single-point agenda - to harm India and its people.

Guterres' reference to an “ad

hoc coalition” and Harish's men-
tionof“parallel plurilateral” were
about the Board of Peace that LIS
President Donald Trump is cre-
ating as a challenge to the UN.
“Once this board is complete-

lyformed, wecando pretty much|
whateverwe wanttodo,” hesaid|
last week at Davos. Although he|
added arider, “We'lldoitin con-|
junction with the United
Nations", itstill meanthe was see-
ing a downgraded role for it.



N Korea launches missiles into
between Korean Peninsula,.dapan

SEOUL, Jan 27 (AP)

NORTH Korea launche

ange ballistic missiles toward
its eastern waters on Tuesday,
according to its neighbours,
as the North heightens ani-
mosities with rival South
Korea ahead ofamajor polit-
ical meeting.
| SouthKorea'smilitarysaid
it detected lift-offs of sever-
al ballistic missiles from an
area north-east of the North
Korean capital, Pyongyang, before the missiles each flew about
350 kilometres (217 miles). Japan’s Defence Ministry said two
ballistic missiles launched from North Korea landed off the
easterncoastofthe Korean Peninsula. The Ministrycondemned
the launches as a threat to the peace of Japan, the region and
the international community.

South Korea’s military said it maintains a firm readiness to
repel any provocations by North Korea. The launches were the
first time North Korea fired weaponssince testing what it called
hypersonic missiles in early January. In December, the coun-
try test-fired what it called long-range, strategic cruise missiles
and new anti-air missiles and released photosshowingthe appar-
ent construction of its first nuclear-powered submarine.

North Korea has engaged in a run of weapons launches to
enlarge its nuclear and missile arsenals since talks with the US.
And South Korea stalled in 2019. Experts say the North’s leader,
Kim Jong Un, believes a bigger weapons arsenal would give
him greater leverage to win concessions from the US.
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US to conduct mi]itary

exercise as Trum

: washmgton:The USon
i esday announced
i multi-day Air Force exerci-
i gein West Asiaas Washing-
: tonandTehranfaceoff over
! [pan’s deadly crackdown on
: anti-govt demonstrations.
: The announcement ca-
: meadayaftertheUSmilita-
i ry said the Abraham Lin-
: coln carrier strike group
i had arrived in West Asia,
i dramatically boosting Am-
! erican firepower in the re-
i gion. No schedule or exact
: location forthe military ex-
: ercise werereleased.

The protests inIran star-
ted in late Dec,but turned in-
toamass movement

 the Islamic republic, with

ons

demonstratl
hugestreet 8

Will increase tariffs op
S Korea to 25%: Trump

resident Trump

threatenedtoincrease
tariffs on South Korean
exports because the country
had not ratified a trade deal
with the US quickly enough. -
“BecausetheKorean
Legislature hasn'tenactedour
Historic Trade Agreement, :
whichis their prerogative,|
amherebyincreasingSouth ~ :
Korean TARIFFS on Autos, :
Lumber, Pharma, and all other
Reciprocal TARIFFS, from 15%
t025%,” Trump said in asocual
media post. On Tuesday, the ,_ it
SouthKoreangovtsaidthat i
theushadnotofficially :\
informed itof Trump’s

3 dedsion. NYT

Trump planning CIA

L5000 foothold in Venezuela

- thereport. ReUTERs.

heUSisworkingto

establishapermanent CIA
presenceinVenezuela, CNN
reported on Tuesday citing -
sources. While the state
department will serve as the
primary USdiplomatic
presence.tlt;e"[mm i
administrationwill |
heavily onthe mmili(:ga;h:n
there-e;ntrypmﬂte:ss
unstable secu su"mu“
the reportadded. Reuters

could notimmediamy W



B'desh, China
sign def deal

Dhaka: Bangladesh and Chi-

: na Tuesday signed an agreem-

: ent for setting up an UAV man-
i ufacturingand assembly plant
i in a bid to strengthen defence
: cooperation, a deal that furt-
i herembeds Beijing into Bay of

i Bengal, testing India’s strate-

o gic. comfortzonein theregion.
:  Thegovt-to-govt and techn-
i ology transfer agreement —
signed between the Banglade-
i shair force and China Electro-
:  nics Technolegy Group Corpo-
i ration International in Dhaka
i — comes at a time when Dha-
¢ ka-Delhities standstrainufo-

| nowmgme inpontlca_l



Ukraine war, ink sec

@umesoﬁndia.m

New Delhi: Apart from thepo-
litical declaration announci-
ng conclusion of the FTA
talks, the signing of a security
and defence partnership agre-
ementalong with the adoption
of ajoint comprehensive stra-
tegic agenda for the next five
years at the India-EU summit
marked what was, according
toofficials from both sides, the
highestpoint in bilateral ties.

Under the defence agree- - ~

ment. both sides announced
thelaunch of negotiations for
a security of information ag-
reement for exchange of clas-
sxﬁed mfm*mahnm, dmon-

war

&-

Bluomherq

WESTPOINTIN“ES’

ch other s resilience... we ha-
ve chosen to be reliable part-
ners for one another,” said

von der Leyen, who had in an

intervmw to TOI last week

described the new partner :

o Wéwx]l help to bmld ea-

urity &defence pact

ternationadorder, boest Indo-
Pacifig€ooperatiefi and allow
srile eStOWOI'ktO-

~ tosetup

shipasa]ﬂ:e]ygame—changen :

but added transfer of high-

end technology will be su-

bject to national competence.

> "I‘hepartnersmp is meant

to brlng together businesses

| from both sides, with official

participation as observers
and associating EU member
states, for further focused dis-
cussions on defence industry

‘toexploreopportunities. -
Importantly for I.nd.ta, thews
leaders unequivocally con-

demned terrorism and violent

_ extremism, inall itsformsand
manifestations. “They called
 for decisive and concerted in-
‘ternational efforts to combat

terrorism in a comprehensive

~ and sustained manner and in
p acoordanoe with internation-

Cal lzmsevr Jam stal g
the statement

condemned in the

stmmgastmrmsthetermﬂst'

~ attack. in Pahalgam and the -

T1:&;".1:‘0::incititmtmrarlkec“;Ii'm'i:.

‘The statement said geopol-

y  itical realities called for closer

EU-India cooperation, adding

: themmdeawillanhampm

$ & Tnsnational crime— whiledee-

paredness across domains —
from maritime security to hy-
brid threats, counterterrori-

peningmutually beneficial de-
- “fence-industry collaboration.
The “forward-looking action
plan” seeks to build upon mo-
rethan20yearsof strategicpa-
rinership, reflecting the com-
mitment of both sides to work
together in an “increasingly
complex geopolitical envir-
onmentas frusted, predictable
and like-minded partners”.
Under the agenda, both
sides agreed to conclude an In-
vestment Protection Agree-
ment to provide high, predict-
able standards of protection
for investors on both sides.
The new agenda also
stresses connectivity seeking
to deepen strategic collabora-
tion under the India-Middle
- East-Europe Economic Corri-
dor (IMEC) to diversify trade
routes, reduce strategic de-

pendgncjes, promote region-
and future-

pmof chains. It called
for advancing the EU-Africa-
India Digital Corridor within
theﬂ'amewnrkof IMEC.

Sel ~ua i~ ADH l“.




EU deal may boost ‘Ma ndia’ initiatvac
PM: Not Just Trade Pact, It'xlew T s (e ' Itlatlves

for
Ju W B PR s - Proudofmy(;o :
Blueprint For Shared Prosperity B BFE2a] ““2iines me agreo ~ 1y Lbaroots:
N M2y i European Councl prey

SR ey . : s beopenedover thenextseven  New Delhi: Eurapean
ailing the finalisation  which enjoys a significant | years with 90.7% goods mov-  cil President Antonio
of the India-EU FTA, clothing - ingtozeroduty from day one. ay said he wa




