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ACIACEDOWN on demonstra:
tors fuking part in nationwide
protests in Iran killed at least
A 124 gwople, activisis said an
Tuesday, The US-based Human
Rights Activists News Agency
olfered the toll, sayingmore than
people  heve  heen
i the criackdown as
well Iesail of thedead 3, 786 were
demonstratars, THI security
forces, 28 children and 35 were
praphe nat demonstmiing.

Theagency has been accurate
in previons rounds of unrest in
T anel selies an a network ol
activists an the pround
firan each death.

It Tears inany morne may bave
been killed.

The AF his been unable to
independently confirm the all.

Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghehi had his Invitation to
apeatk it the World Econamic

to con-

fall, thetragiclossallhes ofy
fans in han over the past few
weeks means that it s not right
fior the Iranian Covermment 1o
be represented st Davos this
vesar," the forum said,

Araghehidenonnced the deri-
sinn, saying the forom “rancelled
iy appeasnes in Davos on the
basis of bes and polideal pres-
stre fronn sneland s U 5-Dhsed
proxies and apologists.” The
MuniechSecurity Conference sep-
arately withdrew its invitation
Tor lrmian government pificials
over the rackdown.

Iranian officials huve not giv
vivicleardeniioll although en
Saturday, the countrys Supreme
Teader Asatolloh Ali Khamened
satidd the peotests bad left“sever-
al thoussnd" people dead and
blatmed the United States forthe
deaths,

ANALYSTS WARN THAT IRAN
CRISIS CARRIES POTENTIAL
¥ R RISKS: IN THE wake

Protesters participate in a

1in support of

mass profesis in Iran against the govemment, in Berdin, [AP/file pic)

acy
nuclear proliferarion risk:
While in recent da
President Donald Trompseemed
o have hacke d away froma mil-
itary strike on Iran, he called
Saturclay foran end o Supreme
i's

Forum ar Davos, Switzerland,
withdrawn pvier i killings,
“Ahihogh e was nvited Jast

tensions
thar Ulndied States and Iran over
Tehran's viodent emckdown on

Leader: Alikh
nearly d0-yesr reign in lran,
Trump’s comments came in

response o Khamene branding
Trump a eriminal” loe support-
ing protestersinlmu, and blamed
demonstrators forcausing thou-
sunds of deaths,

Meanwhile, a U5 aircraft car-
rier which daysearlierhad bheen
in the South China Sea, passed
Singaporeavernight inenterthe
Straitof Malscoo — puttingiton
aroule that could bring it o the
Wil Easi-

DUBAL Jin 3 (AF)

IRANIAKS have been smruggling
[ neady two weels withy the
longest, most comprehensiv
internet shutdawn in the his.
tory of the Islamic Nepublic —
ane that has not orly restriot-
ed thelraccess to information
and the cutsideworld, butis also
Alroniling roany Trisiessies thi
rely on online advertising,

Autberities shut down inter-
nel access on Jan & as notion-
wide pmtests led o a brutal
crackdown thatactivises say lias
Killed emer 4,000 peaple, with
more feared dead,

Since then, there has been
witnimal access o the oueside
world, with coonectivity in
recen| days restored only for

some domestic websites,

Google also began partially
functioning as a search engine,
with st sewarcl resuls ingc-
cessible. Officials have alfered
no firm timeling for the infer-
net o ewrn, leading to fears
by D essses e e eotn-
try about their futre,

One pet shop owner in
Tehmmn, wheo spoke on theeon-
dition of inonymity like others
Tor fear of reprisals, sald his
Diusiness had Fall oo Ty 406 since
the protests, “Before that, |
mainly worked on Instogram
and Telegramwhich | don't have
nceess 1o anymore, The gov-
ermment has propesed two
dormestic alternatives. The point
1s our customers are not there
— they don't use 01"

esses hurt by crashing currency

The internet outige com-
pounds economic painaleeady
suffered by Iranians. The
protests, which ap pear o liave
halted under a bloody sup-
pression by authorities, began
Diec 28 over Iran's rial currency
Falling e over 1.4 million to $1.

Ten vents ago, the nal mad-
ed at 32,000 to $1. Before the
1974 sl Revalution, it rad-
ed at 70 to$1.

The cureney's downward
apiral pushed up infation,
increasingthe cost of food and
ather daily necessities

I'he pressure on Iranians’
pockets was compounded by
changes togasaline prices that
were also Introduced  in
December, further uelling

anger,




DRDO eyes next-gen electronic warfare to propel

India as glohal defence leader:

BENGALURU, Jan 20 (PTI)

THEDRDO isfocusingonnext-
generation electronic warfare
technologies, spectrum domi-
nance, and indigenous fighter
aircraft programmes, with a
strongemphasisonself-reliance
and future warfare domains, its
Director General (Electronics
and Communication Systems),
B K Das, said on Tuesday.

Speaking to PTI, Das said the
event aimed to bring together
all stakeholders in electronic
warfare—including industry,
academia and research institu-
tions—to work towards a com-
mon objective inarapidlyevolv-
ing conflict domain.

“The main focus is to bring
together the entire electronic
warfare ecosystem ofthe coun-
try—industry, academia and

he said. Das said global partic-
ipation and indigenous tech-
nology development under the
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ initiative
were gaining momentum.

On future projects, he stated
that the DRDO was working on
advanced technologies that
would redefine warfare in the
coming decades.

“The futuristic focus areas
include spectrum dominance
with cognitive learning, along
with new technologies such as
photonics and quantum tech-
nologies,” he said, adding that
these would provide flexibility,
agility and decisive power in
electronic warfare.

Photonics is the science and
technology of light that focus-

joial

es on the generation, manipu-
lation, detectionand use ofpho-
tons, integratingopticsandelec-
tronics to enable breakthroughs
in telecommunications, medi-
cine, computing and other
advanced technologies.

On budgetary support, Das
said funding had never been a
constraint for the organisation.

“The budget has never been
an issue for DRDO. We have
always been well supported by
the Ministry,” he said, adding
that the focusremained oncut-
ting-edge technologies tomake
India a global defence technol-
ogy leader by 2047.

Speaking on indigenous
fighteraircraft programmes, he
said India must dominate
the skies with platforms,
weapons and sensorsdeveloped
domestically.




LONDON, Jan 20 (AP)

THE British Government on
Tuesday defended its decision
to hand sovereignty the Chagos
Islands to Mauritius after US
President Donald Trump
attacked the plan, which his
administration had previously
supported.

Trumpsaid that relinquishing
the remote Indian Ocean archi-
pelago, home to a strategically

important American naval and
bomber base, was an act of stu-
pidity that shows why he needs
to take over Greenland.

“Shockingly, our brilliant'
NATO Ally, the United Kingdom,
iscurrently planningto give away
the Island of Diego Garcia, the
site of a vital US Military Base,
to Mauritius, and to do so FOR
NOREASONWHATSOEVER," he
said in a post on hissocial media
platform Truth Social,

“There isno doubt th
and Russia have nog

of total weakne

Pt away extreme-
ly impo and is an act of
GREAL

Security reasons why Greenland
has to be acquired,” Trump said.

The United Kingdom and
Mauritius signed a deal in May
togive Mauritius sovereignty over
the islands, though the UK will

lease back Diego Garcia where
the S base is located, for at least
99 years,

The US Government wel-
comed theagreement atthe time,
sayingit“secures the long-term,
stable, and effective operation
of the joint US-UK military facil-
ity at Diego Garcia.”

UK Cabinet Minister Darren
Jonessaid Tuesday that the agree-
mentwould“securethatmilitary
base for the next 100 years."

Islands to Mauritius

But it has met strong upposi-l
tionfromBritish opposition par-|
ties, who that giving up the
islands, which have been British
territory for two centuries, puts|
them at risk of interference by
China and Russia. |

Islanders who were displaced
from the islands to make way for|
the USbase say they weren't con-
sulted and worry the deal will|
make it harder for them to go
home.



EU on cusp of historic trac

Besides firming up the free trade agreement, the
two sides may unveil a defence framework pact
and a strategic agenda at the summit on 27th.

DAVOS, Tan 20 (PTT)

THE European Union is on the
cusp of sipning a historic trade
agreement with Tndia that is
being called ‘the mother of all
deals’, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
announced on Tuesday, assert-
ing it will create a market for 2
hillion people or about one-
fourth of the global GDE

In @ special address here at
the Word Economic Forum
AnnualMeeling shesaid the real
would crucially provide a first-
mover advantage for Furape
with one of the world's fastest-
growingand most dynamiccon-
tinents,

“Right after Davos, Twill trav-
elto India. There is still work to
do. But we are on the cusp of a
historic tradeagreement. Some

call it the mother of all deals,”
she said.

"Eurapewants todo business
withthe growth centres of today
and the economic powerhous-
es of this century.

“From Latin America o the
Indo-Pacific and far beyond,
Furope will always choose the
world. And the world is ready
(o choose Europe,” she said.

President of the Furopean
Council, Antonin Costaandvon
der Leven will be in India from
January 25 to 27 to grace Lhe
Republic Day celebrations as
chief guests and hold summit
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Madi,

The two sides are set to
announce the conclusion of
negotiations on the much-
awaited free trade agreementat
the India-EL summit on January

Furnpean  Commission
Premdem said the EU s also
working on a new free trade
agreement with Australia.

“We are also advancing with
the Philippines, Thailand,
Malaysia, the UAE-and more,"
she added.

She also said Europe will
alwaysstandwith Ukraine until
there is a just and kasting peace.

The European Union s India's
biggest trade partmer, with hilat-
eral trade in goods recording
118D 135 billion in the financial
year 2023-24, The free trade
agreement is expected to sig-
nificantly enhance trade ties.

feal with India: Ursula

The proposed agreement is
expected to bring a qualitative
change in deepening the over-
all bilateral ties in a range ol
sectors, aswellas atatimewhen
the world is witnessing trade
disruptions  in  view  of
Washington's tariff policy.

Besides firming up the free
trade agreement, the two sides
are likely to unveil a defence
[ramework pact and a strategic
agenda at the summit.

India and the European
Union have been strategic part-
ners since 2004,

The ambitious FTA is being

(Contd on page 5)




No going back on Greenlg

Tells NATO Chief th

WASHINGTON, Jan 20 (ANT)

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump
held a telephone conversation
with NATO Secretary-General
Mark Rutteahout Greenland and
said that he would meet several
parties in Davos. He reiterated
hisstance on Greenland, calling
itintegral for American andworld
security at large,

The US President shared the
details of the conversation in a
post onTruth Social on Tuesday.

He said, *I had a very good
telephone call with Mark Rutte,
the Secretary General of NATO,
concerning Greenland. I agreed
to a2 meeting of the various par-
ties in Davos, Switzerland. As 1
expressed to everyone, very
plainly, Greenland isimperative
for National and World Security.
There can be no going back --
On that, everyone agrees!”

Trumpreiteratedhis statement
ofensuringglobal peace through
strength and claimed that the
United States stands as the most
powerful country due to the
“rebuilding” by Trump inhis first
term as the President.

“The United States of America
is the most powerful Country
anywhere on the Globe, by far.
Much of the reason for this is a
rebuilding of our Military dur-

at Greenland is imperative fop

A person walks through a snow-covered street in Nuuk, Greenland

on Monday

(AP/PTI)

ingmy First Term, which rebuild-
ingcontinues at even more expe-
dited pace.We arethe only POW-
ER that can ensure PEACE
throughout the World -- And it
is done, quite simply, through
STRENGTH!"

This comes as the LIS is set to
deploy a North American
Aerospace Defence Command
(NORAD) aircraft at the Pituffik
space base, Greenland, as ten-
sions rise over President Donald
Trump's move to acquire the
semi-autonomous Danish terri-
tory. NORAD said that the air-
craft will arrive at the base to
support various long-planned

activities. Theyalsosaid that this
action is taken in coordination
with Denmark and Greenland.

Previously, Trump threatened
to impose tariffs on Denmark
and other European countries,
including the UK, unless they
agree to sell Greenland.

Inhis post, Trump claimed the
move is necessary for national
security, citing China's and
Russia's interest in the territory.

He offered to negotiate with
the European nationsbutwarned
ofescalating tariffsof 10 percent
from February 1, 2026, and 25
per cent from June 1, 2026, if a
deal wasn't reached.

nd: Trump

ational, world security

Trump shares new map of America
including Canada, Venezuela, Greenland

WASHINGTON. lan 20 (ANT)

US PRESIDENT Donald Trump on Tuesday shared a post on his
Truth Social platform

showing an old pho-
tograph of himself
with other European
leaders with the US
flag depicting Canada,
Greenland and
Venezuela as a part of
the United States.

In the post, Trump
is seen seated inside
the Oval Office, with
NATO leaders includ-
ing French President
Emmanuel Macron,
Ttaly's Giorgia Meloni,
UK PM Keir Starmer,
and President of the
European
Commission Ursula
von der Leyen, among others. In another post, Trump is seen
flanked by itsVice President |DVance and Secretary of State Marco
Rubio hoistinga US flagin Greenland, with a milepost that reads,
“Greenland US Territary Est 2026".

Shortly after the capture of Venezuelan President Nicolas
Maduro, Trump said that the United States will help the South
American country “until such time as we can do a safe, proper,
and judicious transition”.

Pic posted by Trump shows the US
President flanked by its Vice President
JD Vance and Secretary of State
Marco Rubio hoisting a US flag in
Greenland, with a milepost that reads,
“Greenland US Territory Est 2026". (X)




