-

Jaishankar-Rubio call as pos.
itive and said they discussed :
next steps regarding the “bi- :

lateral trade negotiations,
critical minerals and a possi- :
ble meeting next month™. ‘
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{ New Delhi: India's import of
! Russian crude recorded a
: sharp 29% month-on-month
{ decline, falling to the lowest
: volumes since implementa-
: tionof thepricecappolicy, but
i is making a strong turn-
i around in Jan this year, Cen-
: tre for Research on Energy
: and Clean Air (CREA) said in
: its monthly analysis of Rus-
: sianfossilfuelexportsforDec
Thereportsaid thedecline

: occurreddespitetotal imports
! growing marginally The drop
: was driven by a sharp reduc-
: tion in imports by Reliance’s
: Jamnagar refinery — to the

- i tune of nearly 49% —and a
i 15% cut by state-owned refin-
! eries in Dec. According to
: Kpler, a global real-time data
: and analytics provider, India
: imported over 20.4 million
: barrels of crude from Russia
! in2025. The month of Decsaw
¢ imports of 1.2 million barrels,
! compared with1.8millionbar-
: relsamonthearlier TillJan13
: this year, India had already
: imported over 11 million bar-
relsof crude oil from Russia.

In terms of value, India

! was the third-highest buyer
! of Russian fossil fuels — dis-
: placed by Tiirkiye from the

second position — importing
a total of EUR 2.3 billion of
Russian hydrocarbons in Dec,
CREA said in the report.

~ import drops 29% mo

constituted the remainder of
India’s monthly imports. In-
dia’s import of crude oil was
recorded at EUR 2.5 billion in
Octand EUR 2.6 billion in Nov.

The report added that the
Jamnagar refinery cut itsim-
ports from Russia by almost
half in Dec. “The entirety of
their imports were supplied
by Rosneft, albeit from car-

goes purchased before the

OFAC (Office of Foreign As-

sets Control in the US) sanc-

tions came into effect. State-
owned refineries also cut

'Russian imports by 156% in

cline to EUR 500 million per
day — the second-lowest fig-
ure since the full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine. Monthly ex-
port volumes also witnessed a
similar 2% month-on-month
reduction. Total crude oil ex-
port revenues dropped by 12%

- toEUR198million per day.

Russia’s fossil fuel ex-

‘ports remain highly concen-

trated, with China dominat-

_ing coal and crude oil pur-

chases, Tiirkiye dominating
purchases of oil products,
and the EU remaining the
largest buyer of LNG and
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As India’s refi e
: L]
cha
S refiners cut Russia de, o
er:
con-month
201
REDUCING FUEL FLOW chaoswill —
I
Jan not hit India’s trade’
feb evelopments in Venezuela
D vilnothase a0 ot
onindia’sglo e
el lo':-‘f::t credit quality of Indian
May corporates, global analytics
e firm Crisil Ratings said. Venez-
July uela’s share, nearly 1.5%, of
Aug global crude ol supply s unfik-
Se ely to cause sustained turbule-
L AR e s TN 113614 i i
nce in prices, shielding India
Oct Inc from material adverse
Nov impact. “India’s direct trade
Dec with Venezuelais insignificant,
Jan® - accounting forlessthian 0.25%
(*ﬁl‘i Jan 13, 2026) Data shared by Kpler 98 . of its total imports,” it said. m
While crude oil constituted Dec,” the report stated. pipeline gas. While China re-
78% of India’s purchases, to- As per CREA analysis, mained the largest global
talling EUR 18 billion, coal Russia’s monthly fossil fuel buyer of Russian fossil fuels
(EUR 424 million) and oil export revenues saw a mar- in Dec, accounting fo_r 48%
products (EUR 82 million) ginal2% month-on-month de- (EUR 6 billion) of Russia’sex-

port revenues from the top
five importers, The EU was
the fourth-largest buyer of
Russian fossil fuels, account-
ingfor11% (EUR1.3billion)of
Russia’s export revenues
from the top five importers.
InDec, fiverefineriesinIn-
dia, Tiirkiye and Brunei that
use Russian crude exported
EUR 943 million of oil prod-
ucts to sanctioning countries.
The importers included the
EU (EUR 436 million), the US
(EUR 189 million), the UK
(EUR 34 million) and Austra-
lia (EUR 283 million).
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New Delhi: General Upen-

dra Dwivedi said the Army

: was ready to induct wo-
: meninthe infantry but that
¢ Wwas contingent on societal
: acceptance,

Stressing that women

: should not beseen asa “vul-
: nerable commodity”, the
: General, during a media
: briefing, said the Army's fo-

PEE T B

: cus is on “gender neutrali-
: ty”. He said uniform stan-

- Army ready to admit women
in infantry if soci

iety accepts’

" . -
Modernising for future warfare: Army chief
aking lessons from conflicts going on around the world,
General Upendra Dwivedi said on Tuesday modernisation
remained the urgent focus of the Indian Army, reports
Surendra Singh. Dedicated regiments of drones with enhanced
capabilities, rocket-cum-missile force, loitering munitions,
new battalions like Bhairon equipped with modern technolog-
ies and advanced weapons and anti-missile defence radar and
systems were on the cards.

He said over 90% ammunition was now indigenised, under-
scoring the push towards self-reliance. “After Operation
Sindoor, drones got a new thrust,” he said, adding that new
drone formations had been raised and each command now
had the capability to manufacture up to 5,000 drones. This

mriRscsrransrsanann
.

come up for them, he added.

LTI

capability can be enhanced t0.20,000 or even 1 lakh drones, he |

: were essential, but said.“As of today, we have raised 13 Bhairav battalions, which |
: gigifmvizglg tgil;l rt:mag‘;e;dz; men?eﬁnt to bridge the gap between lethal platoons and !
: medical  special fo . - |
: aggm b i pe rces within infantry battalions,” the Gen said
; straints. Gen Dwivedi add- number of womeninthe Ar-  ranks (ORs), it involved a
ed that over the next 3-4 my currently the Army change(in gz,;ction 12 of the :
: Years, performance data of  chjef said, “In the NDA as of Army Act, he said. The Ar- :
: Women officers would de- today, we have 60 women Ar- my was looking at a 12-time
: termine the opening of my cadets and every year, we crease in women’s induc- : |
; more roles, starting with arelookingat (inducting)20  tion in ORs by 2032. Current- |
: Supporting arms, followed cadets, Also, in the Officers’ |y, the total number of wom-
: a]ilct:uml:uatfum-.z-:. andeventu-  Training Academy (OTA)—  enofficers was8,000, hesaid. :
x ¥ special forces, callingit  Chennai and Gaya—weare The Territorial Army re- :
15x)cs{tz]lquential'_:mc’l weleou;g looking at 120 per year.” . cently opened up for women
: i change”, : When it comes to induct- and 110 vacancies would

ivingan estimate of the women in the other Ni
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New Delhi: Election Com-
mission on Tuesday told
Supreme Court that scruti-

ny of citizenship during

SIR of voter lists was only

: meanttoensuredeletionof
i non-citizens from electoral
: rolls and did not extend to
: termination of citizenship
: ordeportation.

EC, through senior advo-

: cate Rakesh Dwivedi, told a

: bench of Chief Justice S

! ryaKantand Justice Jo

i lya Bagchi that Article 326
: of the Constitution mandat-
: ed that only Indian citizens

were entitled to be included

: in the electoral rolls.

For this purpose and

: this alone, EC was entitled
: to inquire and conclude
: whether a person was an

Indian citizen, entitling

: him to be a voter. “If a per-

son is found not to be a citi-
zen of India by EC, then his

: name will either not be in-
: cluded in the voterlistor, if

it is there, then it would be

struck off,” he said.

Dwivedi said no person

: withashadow of doubtover

citizenship could be includ-

ed in the voter list. However,

such a determination by the
Electoral Registration Offi-

3 cer (ERO) would not auto-

: maticallyresultinadeclara-
: tion that s/he was not a citi-
: zen of India — which was
: the domain of the compe-
¢ tentauthorities, “The ERO’s
: conclusion about a voter’s
¢ citizenship being doubtful
i andtheresultantremovalof
: hisname from the voter list

ERO's conclusion that a voter’s
citizenship was doubtful would
not automatically result in a :
declaration that s/he was nota :

citizen of India, EC said

canbesetasmehyacow'tof”'i;
law only if it finds that the :

5
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procedure adopted for such !

determination was per-
verseand illegal,” he said.

“Under the SIR exer-
cise, the citizenship of an :

individual for the purposes
of Citizenship Act, 1955,

will not terminate on ac-

count of the fact that he/

she is held to be ineligible :
for registration in the elec-

toralrolls,” ECsaid.

Since the documents

that could be used to estab-
lish citizenship were with-
in a person knowledge, the

burden of proof lay with i

the individual, it said.
Dwivedi said when

doubtsaroseaboutanelect-

ed representative’s citizen-

ship, the President or the

governor was constitution-
ally bound by EC’s opinion

on whether the MP or MLA
had incurred disqualifica- :

tion over being a non-citi-

zen. This meant EC had the
power to inquire into citi- :

zenship of MPs or MLASs if
doubts arose, he said.

Arguments in the mat-

ter will resume Thursday.



Issue Necessary
Rules Under
RTE, Govt Told

Shaniii e
: @timesofindia.com
New Delhi: Holding that the

~ constitutional goal of frater-
. nity can be achieved only
. whenarickshaw puller’schild
. studies in a school alongside
the child of a multi-million-

~ aireoraSupreme Courtjudge,
s the apex court Tuesday initi-
~ ated the exercise to ensure
thatallschoolsmakeavailable
25% free seats for children
from poor and disadvantaged
 sections, as mandated under
Rightto Education Act(RTE).
Abench of JusticesP S Na-
rasimha and A S Chandurkar
said the RTE Act envisages
elementary education for all
children in a shared institu-
tional space without differen-
tiating them on the basis of
caste, class, genderor econom-
ic status. Writing the judg-
ment, Justice Narasimha
said, “Itmakes it possible, nor-
matively and structurally, for
the child of a multi-million-
aire or even of a Judge of the
Supreme Court of India to sit
in the same classroom and at

T P e bassemnan LR

BEACON OF HOPE
the same bench as the child of “In this sense, the 25% in-
an autorickshaw driver or a clusion under Section 12, in
street vendor. This is the way unaided neighbourhood sch-
Section 12 seeks to concretise  0ols, is not an isolated welfare
the constitutional principleof  measurebutavehiclethrough
fraternity alongside equality  which the constitutional com-
andliberty” mitment to fraternity and the
Dispelling the skept:lcmm ‘development of the child’ as
of many holdingthetradition- recognised in Article 21A and
albut mistaken view that ‘fra-  Article 39(f) is sought to be re-
ternity’ isnon-enforceable,SC  alised,” it said. The court also
said, “Unlike equality and lib-  cited the Kothari Commission
erty, which are frequently report'semphasison theCom-
framed as individual rights- mon School System wherein
claims, fraternity is relation-  childrenfromevery section of
al; it operates through institu-  society get equal education
tional arrangements that en-  without discrimination.

able individuals to ‘lose sus-
pect identities’ based on caste,
class or other hierarchies and
toform solidaristic bonds.”

|
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It quoted HRD ministry’s
statement; “The often-voiced
concern about how 25% chil-
dren from disadvantaged

S T T
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groups and weaker sections
can cope in an environment
where rich children exist can
be resolved when teaching :
learning process and teachers :
use these children as sources !
of knowledge so that theires-
teem and recognition go up
and theybegintobetreatedas :
equals.” The bench said it is :
necessary and compelling to :
formulate subordinate legis-
lation by issuing necessary :
rules and regulations, pre- :
scribing the method and man- :
ner by which children of :
weaker and disadvantaged :
sections are to be admittedin :
neighbourhood schools. -
“We direct the appropriate :
authorities to prepare and is- :
sue, in consultation with the :
National Commission for Pro- :
tection of Child Rights !
(NCPCR) and SCPCRs, as the :
casemay be, as wellas theNa- :
tional and State Advisory Co-
uncils, necessary rules and
regulations under Section 38 :
of the Act for implementing
themandate of Section 12(1)(c)
of the Act,” it said. :
“We further direct NCPCR i
to collate information about :
the issuance of rules and reg-
ulations by the states and UTs
and filean affidavit before this
Court by March 81,” the bench
said, listing the matter for fur-
ther hearing on April6.
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25% tariff on countries

trading with Ir

‘Help On Way":
US Prez Urges

Public Uprising
Chidanand Rajghatta | TNN

Washington: Donald Trump
: has certifiably changed his
: mind on regime change. On
: Tuesday, the US president di-
rectly encouraged a public
uprising in Iran after impo-
sing a blanket 25% tariff on
. any country that continues to
do business with Iran.

The new 25% tariff, effecti-
ve immediately according to
Trump, applies also to New
Delhi, which has a 50% tariff
burden for its purchase of
energy from Russia. ‘

“Iranian Patriots, KEE
PROTESTING —TAKE OVER
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State TV quoted an Iran official as
saying they had ‘a lot of martyrs’

YOUR INSTITUTIONS!!! Save
the names of the killers and
abusers. They will pay a big

price....HELP IS ON ITS WAY.

MIGA!"!” Trump posted on so-
cial media amid reports of a
crackdown on protests. NYT
quoted asenior Iranianhealth
ministry official as saying
that about 3,000 people had be-
en killed across the country.

» MORE ON PAGE OPP
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: Trump

- Govtexpects
minimal impact
oneconomy

here was no official Indi- :
" an response to the tariff :

announcement, but govt so-
urcessaid it waslikelytohave
only a minimal impact on In-
dia and that trade with [ran
was likely to take a hit in any
case given the global econo-
micsituation. Exporters,bar-
ring those dealing in basmati
rice, also do not see a signifi-
cant impact of the US tariff.

But the announcement
threatens to complicate Indi-
a’sdelicately balanced foreign
policy, forcing a choice betwe-
enpreservingaccess to the $27
trillion American market and
maintaining long-standing ti-
eswithTehran.P11
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