China reaffirms its territorial claims

BBy KJ M Varma
BEIJING, Jan 12 (PTI)

CHINA on Monday reaffirm
its territorial claims over the
Shaksgam Valley against the
backdrop of India’s objections,
stressing thatthe Chineseinfra-
structure projects in the area
are “beyond reproach”.

India last Friday criticised
China’s infrastructure devel-
opment projects in the
Shaksgam Valley, saying it
reserves the right to take nec-
essary measures to safeguard
its interests as it is an Indian
territory. Pakistan illegally ced-
ed 5,180 sq km of Indian terri-

occupied by it. ]
“Shaksgam Valley is Indian
territory. We have never recog- .
nised the so-called China-
Pakistan ‘boundary agreement’
signed in 1963. We have con-
sistently maintained that the
agreement is illegal and
invalid,” External Affairs
Ministryspokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal said.

Reacting to Jaiswal’s com-
ments, ChineseForeign Ministry
spokesperson Mao Ning told a
media briefing here that “first of
all, the territory you mentioned
is part of China’s territory”.




DRDO tests

man portable
anti-tank guided
missile

NEW D

2 (PTI)

ANEW version ofaman portable
anti-tank guided missile was suc-
cessfully test-fired at a firing
range in Maharashtra’s Ahilya
Nagar. The Defence Ministry said
the weapon system with “top
attack capability” was tested
against a moving target.

“The third generation fire and
forget man portable anti-tank
guided missile (MPATGM) with
top attack capability was flight-
tested successfullyagainsta mov-
ing target in KK Ranges, Ahilya
Nagar,” it said. The test-firingwas
carried out by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) on Sunday.

The warhead is capable of
defeating modern main battle
tanks, the Ministry said.
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INDIA and Germanyon Monday
unveiled measures to boost
cooperation in areas of defence,
trade, critical minerals and semi-
conductors, with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chancellor
Friedrich Merzvowingtobolster
overall bilateral ties to jointly
navigate challenges arising out
of geopolitical upheaval.

Following talks between Modi
and Merz, the twosides inked 19
pacts, including a roadmap for
defence industrial collaboration
and another onexpanding coop-
eration in the higher education
sector. Aseparate pactwasinked
on engagement in the telecom-
munications sector.

The two leaders also pitched
for early finalisation of the India-
European Union (EU) free trade
agreement to expand the over-
all trade basket. A visa-free tran-
sit for Indian passport holders
for transiting through Germany
was also announced to boost
people-to-people ties.

“The growing cooperation in
defenceand security isa symbol

ikl

PM Narendra Modi and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
participate in the International Kite Festival at Sabamati Riverfront,

flying kites together, in Ahmedabad, on Monday.

(PTI)

of our mutual trust and shared
vision. Iexpress myheartfeltgrat-
itude to Chancellor Merzfor sim-
plifying the processes related to
defence trade,” Modi said in his
media statement.

“We will also work on a
roadmaptoenhance cooperation
between ourdefenceindustries,
which will open up new oppor-
tunities for co-developmentand
co-production,” he added.

In the talks, Modi and Merz

reaffirmed theircommitment to
a free and open Indo-Pacific,
respect for international law
including UNCLOS (UN
Convention on the Law of the
Sea), and announced anew bilat-
eral Indo-Pacific consultation
mechanism. The move comes
amid China'sincreasing military
muscle-flexing in the region.
Modiand Merzalso reaffirmed
theirstrongsupportfortheIndia-
Middle East-Europe Economic

Corridor (IMEC), emphasising
its transformational potential in
reshaping and promoting glob-
al commerce, connectivity and
prosperity. Inhis comments, the
PrimeMinister also said that both
sides are jointly advancing new
projectsinareassuchasclimate,
energy, urbandevelopment, and
urban mobility.
GERMAN CHANCELLOR PAYS
TRIBUTES TO MAHATMA
GANDHI: GERMAN Chancellor
Friedrich Merz visited the
Sabarmati Ashram in
Ahmedabad and paid rich trib-
utes to Mahatma Gandhi, say-
ing the teachings of India’s
Independence movement hero
aremoreneededtodaythanever.
On his maiden India tour, Merz,
wholater flew kiteswith PMModi,
who accompanied the visiting
leader to the historic ashram on
the banks of the Sabarmati riv-
er,noted that Mahatma Gandhi’s
legacy unites Indians and
Germans as friends. Modi and
Merz visited the Sabarmati
Ashram in the morningand paid
homage to Mahatma Gandbhi,
later inaugurated Gujarat's
famous kite festival.




SRIHARIKOTA, Jan 12 (PTT)

ISRO’s PSLV-C62 rocket carrying
16 satellites, including a foreign
Earth Observation satellite,
“encountered an anomaly”, the
space agency said on Monday,
signalling the failure of the
mission.

Disturbancesin the rocketand
later deviation from flight path
was observed when strap-on
motors were providing thrust
during the flight’s third stage to
propel the vehicle to theintend -
ed altitude, space agency chair-
manV Narayanan said adding a
detailed analysis has been initi-
ated to identify the cause.

The mission of placing the
satellites in the intended orbit
could notbeachieved and all the
16 satellites were lost in space,
ISRO sources told PTI adding
this was the second consecutive
PSLV mission failure during the
third stage.

Asimilar, previous attempt in
May 2025 (PSLV-C61-EOS-09)

The Indian Space Research Organisation’s PSLV-C62 carrying the

EOS-N1 lifts off from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in

Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

(PTI)

also did not succeed due to
“motorpressureissue,” and there
was a fall in the chamber pres-
sure of the motor case.

As the 22.5-hour countdown
concluded on Monday morn-
ing, the44.4 metre tallfour-stage
rocket lifted off as scheduled at
10.18 am from the spaceport
here. The mission was to deploy

a primary Earth Observation
satellite and multiple co-pas-
senger satellites into a 512 km
Sun-Synchronous Orbit, after a
flight journey of about 17
minutes.

The automatic launch
sequence commenced follow-
ing approval from the mission
director. ISRO scientists provid-

Jm flight path

edreal-time updates as the vehi-
cle ascended. The initial phas-
esofthe flightproceeded accord-
ing to plan.

However, after the announce-
ment that the “third stage ignit-
ed”, an uneasy calm took over
the Mission Control Centre. In
his address at the centre,
Narayanan said, “The PSLV is a
four-stage vehicle with two sol-
id stages and two liquid stages.
The performance of the vehicle
up to the end of the third stage
was expected. Close to the end
of the third stage we are seeing
more disturbance in the vehicle
and subsequently, there was a
deviation observed in the
flight path.” Confirming the mis-
sion’s failure on its ‘X’ handle,
ISRO said,

“The PSIV-C62 mission
encountered ananomaly during
the end of PS3 (third stage) of
the vehicle. A detailed analysis
has been initiated.” However,
the space agency did not pro-
vide more details.



NEW DELHI, Jan 12 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
will on Thursday inaugurate the
28thConference of Speakersand
Presiding Officers of the
Commonwealth (CSPOC), which
is expected to witness participa-
tion from 42 of the 56 member
nations.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
said on Monday that the partic-
ipation will be the highest ever
in the history of the conference
thatwillbe attended by countries
including Australia, Canada and
the United Kingdom.

Birla said there will be no rep-
resentation from Bangladesh as
thatcountry’s Parliamentis under
suspension. Pakistan is also
unlikely to send any representa-
tive, officials said.

Atotal of 61 speakers and pre-
siding officers are expected to
attend theeventto be held at the
Samvidhan Sadan here from
January 14 to 16.

“It is a matter of pride that the
28th CSPOC beinghostedin India

rak, Bangladesh

to stay away

will see the highest participation
so far,” Birla said.

The CSPOCwill discussshared
parliamentaryvalues,democratic
governance and institutional
cooperation. Birla said the work
related to the conferencehasbeen
done online and no paper has
been used. The Speaker said an
apphasbeendevelopedtoenable
all aspects of conference coordi-
nation, facilitation and informa-
tion dissemination.

The 27th edition of the CSPOC
was hostedbyUgandainJanuary
2024 where Deputy Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha Harivansh, the
leader of the Indian
Parliamentary Delegation,
assumed the baton as the host of
thenextedition of the conference.
The Lok Sabha speaker will chair
the meeting of the Standing
Committee of the CSPOC at the
Red Fort here on Wednesday.

The CSPOC was created in 1969
asan initiative of then speaker of
the House of Commons of
Canada, Lucien Lamoureux.
Since its inception, Canada has
provided the CSPOC with a sec-
retariat to support its activities.

The stated aims of the CSPOC
are to maintain, foster and
encourage impartiality and fair-
ness on the part of speakers and
presidingofficersof Parliaments,
promote knowledge and under-
standing of parliamentary
democracy in its various forms
anddevelop parliamentary insti-
tutions.

The conferencewill have work-
shop sessions on topics, such as
“Al in Parliament: Balancing
Innovation, Oversight and
Adaptation”, “Social Media and
its Impact on Parliamentarians’,
“Innovative Strategies to Enhance
Public  Understanding  of
Parliament and  Citizen’s
Participation Beyond Voting” and
“Security, Health and Wellbeing
of Members of Parliament and
Parliamentary Officials”.



Pro-Govt rallics

Donald Trump and his
national security tee
have been weighing a
range of potential
responses against
Iran, including cyber
attacks and direct
strikes by US or Israel

DUBAI, Jan 12 (AP)

[RAN drew tens of thousands
of pro-Government demon-
strators to head to the streets
in support of the theocracy, a
show of force after days of
protests directly challenging
the rule of86-year-old Supreme
[Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.
[ranian state television aired
chants from the crowd, which
appeared tonumber in the tens
of thousands, who shouted
“Death to America!” and
“Death to Israel!”

Others cried out: “Death to
the enemies of God!” Iran’s
attorneygeneral has said pros-
ecutors will levy such charges

against protesters, which car-
ry the death penalty.

It called the demonstration

n “Iranian uprising against

American-Zionist terrorism,”
withoutaddressing the under-
lyingangerin thecountry over
the nation’s ailing economy.
That sparked the protests over
two weeks ago.

Statetelevision aired images
of such demonstrations
around the country, trying to
signal it had overcome the
protests, asclaimed by Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi earlier in the day.

USPresident Donald Trump

g 48

in Iran

said Iran wants to negotiate
with Washington after his
threat to strike the Islamic
Republicoveritsbloodycrack-
down on protesters, a move
coming as activists said on
Monday the death toll in the
nationwide demonstrations
rose to at least 544.

Iran had no direct reaction
to Trump’s comments, which
came after the Foreign Minister
of Oman —long an interlocu-
tor between Washington and
Tehran— travelled to Iran this
weekend. It also remains
unclear just what Iran could

(Contd on page 3)
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