NEW DELHI, Jan 9 (PTI)

INDIA and the European Union
(EU) on Friday held talks in
Brussels on the proposed Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) and reaf-
firmed their commitment to a
rules-based trading framework
and a modern economic part-
nership that safeguards the inter-
ests of farmers and MSMEs.
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal is on a

two-day official visit to the EU
headquarters for the talks.

He has held high-level talks
with EU Trade and Economic
Security Commissioner Maros

FTA talks

Sefcovic for securing a mutual-
ly beneficial FTA.

“During this dialogue, we
deliberated across key areas of
the proposed agreement. We
reaffirmed our commitment to
arules-based trading framework
and a modern economic part-
nership thatsafeguards the inter-
ests of farmersand MSMEs while
integrating Indian industriesinto
globalsupply chains,” Goyalsaid
in a social media post.



NEW DELHI, Jan 9 (PTI)

DEFENCE Research and
Development  Organisation
(DRDO) has achieved a key
milestone in the development
of hypersonic missiles, as it
successfully conducted a long-
durationground testofitsactive-
ly cooled scramjet combustor,
the Defence Ministry said
on Friday.

Defence Research &
Development Laboratory
(DRDL), the Hyderabad-based
laboratory of the DRDO, has
achieved a “path-breaking mile-
stone” in the development of
such missiles, the ministry said,
asitshared the update onscram-
jet-powered hypersonic tech-
nology.

“The DRDL successfully con-
ducted an extensive long-dura-
tion ground test of its Actively
Cooled Scramjet Full Scale
Combustor, achievingaruntime

of over 12 minutes at its state-
of-the-artScramjet ConnectPipe
Test (SCPT) Facility on January
9,” it said in a statement.

A hypersonic cruise missile is
capable of exceeding five times
the speed of sound (over 6,100
kmph) for extended periods, the
Ministry said.

“The remarkable feat is
achieved through cutting-edge
air-breathing engine, which
utilises supersonic combustion
to sustain long-duration flight.
The ground-tests conducted at
SCPT facility have successfully
validated the design ofadvanced
scramjet combustor, as well as
the capabilities of the state-of-
art test facility,” it said.

This significant achievement
builds uponthe earliersub-scale
test conducted on April 25 last
year, for long duration, marking
a crucial step forward in hyper-
sonic missile development, the
statement said.




China emerging as major export destination for
India; shipments up 3 pc during Apr-Nov

NEW DELHI, Jan 9 (PTI)

CHINA is gradually emerging as
a major export destinatibn for
India, with shipments rifing 33
per cent to USD 12.22 Rllion
during April-November o
current fiscal, according to
Commerce Ministry data.

The data is signalling a struc-
tural shift in the bilateral trade
relationship.Theexportincrease
was driven by products such as
oil meals, marine products, tele-
cominstrumentsand spices, the
data showed. During April-
November 2024-25, India export-
ed goods worth USD 9.2 billion.
It was USD 9.89 billion in Apr-
Nov 2022-23,and USD 10.28 bil-
lion in 2023-24.

The sharp jump to USD 12.22
billionin2025-26 notonlyrevers-
es last year's decline but also
marks the highest level in the
pastfouryears, the data showed.

Intheelectronics segment, the
main items which registered
growth during the first eight
months included populated
printed circuit boards (exports
rose from USD 23.9 million to
USD 922.4 million), flat panel
display modules, andother elec-
trical apparatus for telephony.

The main agriculture and
marine products exported are
dried chilies, black tiger shrimp,
green gram, Vannamei shrimp,
and oil-cake residues.

Similarly aluminium and
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refined copper billets too con-
tributed notably to export
growth. “Thisspreadacrosselec-
tronic goods, agriculture and
base metals, indicates that the
exportsurge isnotnarrowly con-
centrated but reflects a broader
structural expansion of India’s
exports to China,” an official said.
An exporter said that Indian
industry is exploring opportu-
nities in different markets as high
tariffsin the USare makingit dif-
ficult for them to ship goods at
competitive rates in America.



India projected to grow at
Says resilient consumption, public in

H By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Jan @ (PTD

INDIA is projected to grow at 6.6
per cent in 2026, registering an
“exceptionally high growth ina
challengingglobal environment”,
with resilient private consump-
tion and strong public invest-
ment largely offsetting theimpact
of high US tariffs, the United

Nations has said.

TheWorld Economic Situation
and Prospects 2026 repo
released on Thursday by the UN
Department of Economic and
Social Affairs said that econom-
icgrowth in Indiais projected to
“moderate” fromanestimated 7.4
per cent in 2025 to 6.6 per cent
this year. India will remain
the world's fastest major econo-

ent private consump-
on, strong public investment,
recent tax reforms, and lower
interest rates are expected tosup-
portnear-term growth. However,
higher US tariffs could weigh on
export performance in 2026 if
current rates persist, as the US
marketaccounts forabout 18 per
cent of total exports from India,”

the report said.

It added that while tariffs may
adversely affect some product
categories, key exports such as
electronicsand smartphonesare
expected to remain exempt.

“Maoreover, strong demand
from other major markets,
including Europeand the Middle
East, is projected to partially off-
set the impact,” it said, adding

o in 2026: UN

ment to offset US tariffs impact

that on the supply side, contin-
ued expansion in manufactur-
ing and services sectors will
remain a key driver of growth
throughout the forecast period.
Thereport stressed thatIndia’s
growth will be supported by
resilientconsumptionandstrong
public investment, which
“shouldlargely offset the adverse
impact of higher US tariffs",



US will provide US
in aid to Thail

BANGKOK, Jan 9 (AP)

THE United States, which played
a major role in ending border
clashes last year between
Thailand and Cambodia, will be
providing USD 45 million in aid
packages to the two Southeast
Asian countries in an effort to
ensure regional stability and
prosperity, a senior US State
Department official said Friday.

USAssistant SecretaryofState
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs
Michael DeSombre made the
announcement in an online
media briefinginThailand’s cap-
ital, Bangkok, wherehe was meet-
ing with senior Thai officials to
discuss the implementation of
last October’s ceasefire, also
known as the Kuala Lumpur
Peace Accords.

Standing  competing
stoterritoryalong theThai-
Cambodian border was the root
cause of the fighting.

“Therestoration of peaceat the
Thai-Cambodian border opens
new opportunities for the United
States to deepen our work with
both countries to promote
regional stability and advance
our interests in a safer, stronger
and more prosperous Indo-
Pacific,” DeSombre said.

OnSaturday, he'sscheduled to
hold discussions with top offi-
cials from Cambodiain the coun-
try’s capital, Phnom Penh.

The UnitedStates “willbe pro-
viding USD 15 million for bor-
der stabilisation to help com-
munities recover and to support
displaced persons; USD 10 mil-
lion in demining and unexplod-

, Gambodia

ed ordinance clearance opera-
tions; and USD 20 million forini-
tiatives that willhelp both coun-
tries combat scam operations
and drug trafficking, among
many other programmes,”
DeSombre said.

But details of the aid packages
were still under discussion, he
said.

The fighting in July and
December displaced hundredsof
thousandsofpeopleinThailand
and Cambodia and killed about
100 soldiers and civilians. Land
mines left over from decades of
civilwar in Cambodia are a con-
tinuing problem, while Thailand
claims newly laid mines in
frontier areas were responsible
for wounding its patrolling sol-
diersin abouta dozen incidents
last year.



