‘US action in Venezuela is
Guban envoy says, India vita

NEW DELHI, Jan 6 (11)

CUBAN Ambassador to India
Juan Carlos Marsan Aguilera on
Mondaystrongly condemned the
US military operation in
Venezuela thatled to the capture
of President Nicolas Maduroand
his wife, terming it a “criminal
act” and a“terroristact” thatvio-
lates the United Nations Charter
and international law.

In an exclusive interview with
PI1Videoshere, Aguileraempha-
sised that no single nation can
stop the United States fromsuch
unilateral actions and called for
the world to unite forces tocount-
er what he described as
Washington’s“madness” ininter-
national policy.

“This US military aggression
towards Venezuela, in my opin-
ion, is a criminal act. It's a ter-
rorist act because it violates all
the principles contained in the
United Nations Charter and
international law. It is a unilat-
eral action against a sovereign

We set the terms: US Ho

WASHINGTON, Jan 6 (ANI)

US HOMELAND Security
Advisor Stephen Miller on
Monday outlined the adminis-
tration's position onVenezuela.
~ Millersaid, “President United
States has asked Secretary
Rubio, who also helped hislead
National Security Advisor, to
direct enforcement of the
President’s post guidance and
direction to be the lead on this
process. But obviously there's
many other elements involved.
Youhaveenergy policy, Treasury
policy, financial policy, military
policy. It's a big team, a group
of people.”

“We have an oil embargo on
Venezuela for them to do any

country,” the ambassador said.
Highlighting broader US

erce they need
on. We have our
eet, our Armada still
present there. This is an active
and ongoing US government,
militaryoperation. So of course,
we set the terms and condi-
tions,” he added.

Accordingto Miller, USlever-
ageoverVenezuelais extensive.
He asserted that Washington
maintains an oil embargo
requiring US approval for
Venezuelan commerce and
claimed that American naval
forces remain deployed in the
region.

“We are very much getting
full, complete and total coop-
eration from the Government
of Venezuela. And as aresult of

actions, including tariff wars,
threats to Iran and military

and Security Advisor

that cooperation, the people of
Venezuela are goingto become
richer than they ever have
before. And of course, the
United States is going to bene-
fit from this massively in terms
of economic, security and mil-
itary cooperation, Counter
Narcotics, counter terrorism,
and every other division of our
security. This is a President
Trump achieved with this bril-
liant, decisive military operation
in Venezuela these last several
months, culminating, of course,
in the assault force to capture
Maduro. It's one of the greatest
strategic shifts, rebalancing of
power and military victories that
have happened in the history
of our country,” he said.

strikes, theambassador stressed
the need for global unity.

orist act’
I global balance

“I think that no one isolated|
could stop or will stop the US.|
Should be alltogether. [tisatime|
to unite forces... We have the|
United Nations. We cannot|
renounce that the United Nations |
plays its role... We have now the|
BRICS. We cannot accept that|
they all (multilateral organisa-|
tions) should be submitted to|
the role imposed by the US gov-|
ernment. It's time to unite all|
voices. It is the only way we can|
stop this madness that is guid-|
ing the USinternational policy,”|
Aguilera said.

He warned that the action|
sends a dangerous signal to the|
world, allowing one country to|
imposeitswillby breaking inter-|
national law. |

The Cuban Ambassador
underscored India's pivotal role|
in the evolving global geopolit-|
ical landscape, saying the world|
needs India as a major power to|
createthe necessary balanceand|
to ensure a sustainable future)
for the benefit of all nations.



V-P Delcy Rodriguez
sworn in as interim
President of Venezuela

Shots fired near Venezuelan presidenti
palace, Govt buildings evac

CARACAS, Jan 6 (AP)

dasVice President to Nicolas
Maduro and has vowed to work
with the Trump administration,
wassworn inas interimPresident
of Venezuela in the country’s
Parliament building.

Rodriguez was sworn in by her
brother, National Assemblyleader
Jorge Rodriguez.

“Icomewith sorrow for the suf-
fering inflicted upon the
Venezuelan people following an
illegitimate military aggression
against our homeland,” she said
with her right hand up.

Read Editorial | Meanwhile, gunfire was heard
TRUE COLOURS | near Venezuela’s presidential

palace, media reports said.

on page 8 Venezuelan Government build-
ings were evacuated on Monday
(local time) amid the incident. The situation was under
control, according to a source close to the Government.

The source added that unidentified drones flew over
the presidential palace in central Caracas, prompting
security forces toopen fire in response. Earlier on Monday,

- US President Donald Trump said
thatVenezuela will nothold elec-
tions in the next 30 days.

“We haveto fix the countryfirst.
Youcan'thave anelection. There's
no way the people could even
vote,” Trump saidin aninterview
with NBC News. Trump identified
a number of his team members,
includingSecretary of State Marco
Rubio, Defence Secretary Pete
Hegseth, White House Deputy
Chief of Staff Stephen Miller and
Marco Rubio arrives at Vice PresidentJD Vance, who will
the US Capitol to brief help oversee US intervention in
lawmakers. (AP/PTIl) Venezuela.

DELCY Rodriguez,
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SIDON, Jan 6 (AP)

ISRAEL'S airforce struckareasin
southern and eastern Lebanon
on Monday and early T
including in the country’s third-
largest city.

A strike around 1 am on
Tuesday leveled a three-story
commercial building in the
southern coastal city of Sidon, a
few days before Lebanon’s army
commanderisscheduled to brief
the government on its mission

of disar militant group

Lebanese President Joseph
Aoun in astatement on Tuesday
condemned the attacks as count-
er to both international efforts
to deescalate hostilities and
Lebanon'’s efforts to extend the
government’s authority into
areas long dominated by
Hezbollah and to disarm mili-
tants. An Associated Press pho-
tographer at the scene in Sidon

said the area was in a commer-
cial district containing work-
shops and mechanic shops and
the building was uninhabited.

Atleast one person was trans-
portedbyambulanceandrescue
teams were searching the site for
others, but no deaths have been
reported.

Israel’s military said Tuesday
they targeted weapons storage
sites and infrastructure belong-
ing to the militant groups
Hezbollah and Hamas.



Most UNSC members critici

At the Council’s emergency meeting, France and
Britain, US allies with permanent membership on
the Council, lobbed mild criticism at Washing
from an international law perspective

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 6 (TANS)

FACING criticism at the Security
Council from allies and adver-
saries for capture of Venezuelan
leader Nicolas Maduro, the US
has defended it as a “a law
enforcementoperation” and not
awar.Atthe Council'semergency
meetingon Monday, Franceand
Britain, US allies with perma-
nent membership on the
Council lobbed mild criticism at
Washington from an interna-
tional law perspective. The oth-
er two permanent members,
China and Russia, lashed out at
the US, demanding Maduro’s
immediate release.

Attempting to undercut argu-
ments that the US was violating
the UN Charter and international
law by invading Venezuela, he
asserted, “Thiswas alawenforce-
ment operation”. The Council
meeting overlapped with
Maduross firstappearance to face
narco-terrorism charges ina US
court south of the UN in
Manhattan after he was seized

onS$ ma fortified mil-
itary base in Venezuela.

Venezuela's Permanent
Representative Samuel Reinaldo
Moncada responded, accusing
the US of the “kidnapping of a
head of state”.

He said the US “illegitimate
armed attack” in contravention
of the UN Charter was motivat-
ed by its aim of getting his coun-
try’s natural resources.

The countryis now headed by
Delcy Rodriguez, who was
Maduro'sVice President, and US
President Donald Trump has so
far left herin place, expecting her
cooperation.

France and Britain, and sev-
eral other countries, denounced
Maduro for what they said was
his fraudulent election victory
and human rights violations,
while also criticising the USinter-
vention. But France's Deputy
Permanent Representative Jay
Dharmadhikari also said, “The
military operation thatled tothe
capture of Nicolas Maduro con-
travenesthe principles of peace-

BERLIN, Jan 6 (AP)

SEVERAL European leaders
pushed back US President
Donald Trump's comments
seeking an American takeover
of Greenland. The leaders
issued astatement reaffirming
the strategic, mineral-rich
Arcticisland“belongs toits peo-
ple.” The leaders of France,
Germany, Italy, Poland, Spain
and the United Kingdomjoined
Danish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen in defending
Greenland's sovereignty in the
wake of Trump’s comments
about Greenland, which is a
self-governing territory of the
kingdom of Denmark.
Stephen Miller, the White
House deputy chiefofstaff, said
Monday thatGreenland should

be part of the United States in
spite of a warning by
Frederiksen thata US takeover
of Greenland would amount
to the end of the NATO mili-
tary alliance.

“The Presidenthasbeen clear
formonths now that the United
States should be thenation that
has Greenland as part of our
overall security apparatus,”
Miller said during an interview
with CNN Monday afternoon.

His commentscameafter the
Danish leader, together with
Greenland’s prime ministerand
other European leaders, firm-
ly rejected Trump's renewed
call for the strategic, mineral-
richArcticisland to come under
US control in the aftermath of
theweekend US military oper-
ation in Venezuela.

ful settlement of disputes and
non-use of force”.

Britain's Deputy Permanent
Representative James Kariuki
said, without naming the US,
that violations of the Charter by
permanent members “under-

mine the very foundations ofthe
international order”, he added.

China's Deputy Permanent
Representative Sun Lei said
Beijing“isdeeplyshocked byand
strongly condemns” what hesaid
were “bullying acts” by the US,

apture of Maduro

European leaders deny Trump’s remarks
about US takeover of Greenland



NEW DELHI, Jan 6 (PTI)

RELIANCE Industries Ltd (RIL),
the operatoroftheworld’slargest
single site oil refining complex
and till recently India’s biggest
buyer of Russianoil, on Tuesday
said it has not received any
Russian barrels in almost three
weeks and none are expected in
January.

On November 20, 2025,
Reliance had said it has halted
the use of Russian crude at its
export-onlyrefinery in Jamnagar,
Gujarat, as the company moves
to comply with European Union
sanctions.

Prior to that, Reliance was
India’s largest buyer of Russian
oil, which it processes and turns
into fuel, such as petrol and
diesel, at its giant oil refining
complex at Jamnagar.

The complex is made up of
two refineries one SEZ unit from
which fuels are exported to the
European Union, the US, and
other markets, and an older unit
that primarily caters to the
domestic market.

The European Union a big

market forReliance hasimposed
wide-ranging sanctionstargeting
Russia’senergy revenues, includ-
ing measures that restrict the
importandsale of fuels produced
from Russian crude oil.

Tocomply with these, Reliance
had stopped processing Russian
crude oil at its only-for-exports
(SEZ) refinery.

On Tuesday, it called a
Bloomberg report claiming
“three vesselsladen with Russian
oil are heated for Reliance's
Jamnagar refinery as “blatantly
untrue”.

“Reliance Industries’ Jamangar
refineryhasnotreceived any car-
goofRussian oil atitsrefineryin
the past three weeks approx.And
is not expecting any Russian
crude oil deliveries in January,”

ay atleast three tankers, laden
withnearly 2.2 million barrels of
urals (agrade of Russian crude),
were headed towards the Sikka
port through which Jamnagar
refining complex sources a bulk
ofits crude imports.

However, Sikkaisalso the port
that is used by non-Reliance
companies. Industry sourcessaid
the three cargoes cited in the
report were probably for Bina
refinery of Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and not
Reliance.

“We have stopped importing
Russian crude oil into our SEZ
refinery with effect from
November 20,” a Reliance
spokespersonhad saidinastate-
ment on November 20, 2025.

“From December 1, all prod-
uct exports from the SEZ refin-
ery will be obtained from non-
Russian crude oil.” Reliance pur-
chased about half of the 1.7-1.8
million barrels per day of dis-
counted Russian crude shipped
to India prior to that.

pected in Jan’

Reliance Industries
shares down over 4%

NEW DELHI, Jan 6 (PTI)

SHARES of Reliance Industries
ended over 4 per cent down
on Tuesday and were instru-
mental in dragging the bench-
markequityindiceslower. The
blue-chip stock edged lower
by 4.42 per cent to end at Rs
1,507.70 on the BSE. During
the day, it dropped 5 per cent
to Rs 1,497.05.

At the NSE, the stock
declined by 4.46 per cent to
settle at Rs 1,507.60. During
the day, ittanked 5.18 per cent
to Rs 1,496.30. The compa-
ny’s market valuation eroded
by Rs 94,388.99 crore to Rs
20,40,290.90 crore in a single
day. The company’s stock hit
its record high of Rs 1,611.20
inthe previous trade. Last year,
the stock jumped over 29 per
cent.







