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Drogue parachute deploymer

osts for

Gaganyaan mission sucseSsful: ISRO

BENGALURU, Dec 20 (PTT)

A SERIES of qualification tests for
drogue parachutes, which have
been carried out to develop a
deceleration system for ISRO’s
Gaganyaan crew module, were
successful, the space agency said
on Saturday.

These tests were completedat
the Rail Track Rocket Sled (RTRS)
facility of the Terminal Ballistics
Research Laboratory (TBRL) in
Chandigarh, on December 18
and 19, the ISRO said. The decel-
erationsystemofthe Gaganyaan
crew module comprises a total
of 10 parachutes of four types,
the agency said in a statement.

According toISRO, the descent
sequence begins with the sepa-
ration of two apex cover separa-
tion parachutes, which remove
the protective cover from the
parachute compartment. Thisis
followed by the deployment of
two drogue parachutes that sta-
bilise and decelerate the mod-
ule. “Uponrelease ofthe drogues,
three pilot parachutes are

deployed to extract three main
parachutes, which further slow
downthecrewmodule toensure
a safe touchdown,” ISRO said.
The space agency said that a
crucial component of this sys-
temis thedeployment of drogue
parachutes, which playa pivotal
role in stabilising the crew mod-
ule and reducing its velocity to
a safe level during re-entry.
“The objective of this specific
test series was to rigorously eval-
uate the performance and relia-

under extreme conditions. Both
the RTRS tests on drogue para-
chutes were successfully con-
ducted on December 18 and 19,
2025. Achieving all the test objec-
tivesand confirmingtheirrobust-
ness even under the situation of
significant variationin flight con-
ditions,” ISRO stated. The suc-
cessful completion of these tests
marks another significant step
toward qualifying the parachute

system for human spaceflight.
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‘IMFA to become India’s lar

CUTTACK, Dec 20 (ANI):

INDIAN Metals and Ferro Alloys
(IMFA) is set to become India’s
largest and the world’s sixth-
largest ferro chrome producer
following its acquisition of Tata
Steel’s Kalinganagar ferro chrome
plant, which is expected to be
completed by January 2026,
Subhrakant Panda, Managing
Director of Indian Metals and
Ferro Alloys (IMFA) told ANI.

Pandasaid the strategicacqui-
sition, funded entirely through
internalaccruals, will take IMFA's
total capacity beyond 500,000
tonnes per annum, significant-
ly enhancing its competitive
positioning in the global fer-
rochrome market.

“We signed the definitive
agreement for thestrategic acqui-
sition in November 2025, We are
in the process of seeking neces-

Pan d.

The acquisition aligns per-
fectly with IMFA'songoing expan-
sion plans.

“We were already one of the
leading producers of ferro
chrome in the country. We are
also puttingup agreenfield proj-
ect in Kalinga Nagar, so the pro-
posed acquisition is a very nice
strategic fit,” Panda explained.

He added that the combina-
tion of existing capacity,
greenfield expansion, and the
acquisition takes the company
beyond the half-million-tonne
mark, making it the largest pro-
ducer in India and the sixth
largest globally.

The Kalinga Nagar plant’s
strategic location offers signifi-
cant logistical advantages.

Ferro Ghrome
plant acquisition’

To participate in auction
for critical minerals blocks

CUTTACK, Dec 20 (ANI)

INDIAN Metalsand FerroAlloys
(IMFA) is gearing up to enter
the critical minerals sector by
participatinginupcomingauc-
tion processes for mineral
blocks in the country, the com-
pany’s Managing Director,
Subhrakant Panda, has said.

“Critical minerals are a key
focus area for the nation. They
are very significant from our
manufacturing ambitions and
our focus on self-reliance and
Atmanirbharta,” Panda told ANI
in an interview.

The company views critical
mineralsas anatural extension
of its existing expertise. “In
terms of skill sets, it is quite
adjacent to what we do, which
involves mining as well as pro-
cessing of industrialminerals,”
Panda explained.

IMFA is closely monitoring
the auction process for various
critical mineral blacks being
offered by the Government. “We
are evaluating those closely. We
will be identifying a few and
participating in the auction
process to make ourentry into
critical minerals,” the MD said.



GUWAHATI, Dee 200 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday inaugurated the Rs
4,000-crore new terminal of
Guwahati’s Lokapriya Gopinath
Bardoloi International Airport,
which has been designed to
reflect Assam's natural heritage
and cultural ethos.

Touted as the country’s first
“nature-themed airport”, thenew
terminal will be able to handle
13.1 million passengers per
annum, officials said.

The total cost of the project is
Rs 5,000 crore, including Rs 1,000
crore earmarked specifically for
Maintenance, Repair, and
Overhaul (MRO) facilities, they
said. The project has been devel-
oped by Guwahati International
Airport Ltd, with operations led
by Adani Airport Holdings
Limited (AAHL), they added.

Adani  Group chairman
Gautam Adani said the new ter-
minal will serve as a catalyst for

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Assam Govemor Lakshman
Prasad Acharya, Union Minister of Civil Aviation K Rammohan
Naidu, Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, Adani Group Chaiperson Gautam Adani and others

during the inauguration of a new terminal of the Lokapriya

Gopinath Bardoloi Intermational Airport, in Guwahati, Assam.

(PT)

nort at Guwahati

regional and industrial develop-
ment, strengthening Guwahati's
tole as an emerging economic
gateway beyond its tourism
potential. After theinauguration,
Modi toured the new terminal.
He also examined the model of

the airport, the Kaziranga-
inspiredlandscape andother key
aspects of the facility.

The PM also interacted with
the workers involved in the con-
struction of the airport.

{Contd on page 3)

‘Will end maha jungle raj in WP’

KOLKATA, Dec 20 (PT1)

PRIME  Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday launched a
scathingattackon the Mamata
Banerjee Government in West
Bengal, comparing the situa-
tion in the State to Bihar's past
“lawlessness” and calling it a
“maha jungle raj”. He also
accused  the  Trinamool
Congress of “corruption and
nepatism” that prevented the
state’s development.

With the Assembly polls in
West Bengal due in less than
six months, Modi, while virtu-
allvaddressinga massive gath-
ering at Taherpur in Nadia dis-
trict from Kolkata, referred to
the NDAs landslide victory in
the recent Bihar Assembly elec-
tions, stating that the resultsin

theneighbouringstatewill pos-
itively impaet the party’s for-
funes in the State.

“Theelection results in Bihar
have opened up the doors for
BIP's victory in West Bengal
because, like | have said hefare,
the Ganga fows into West
Bengal through Bihar,” the PM
said. Modiurged the people to
provide a chance to the BJP in
the 2026 Assembly polls toform
a"double engine Government”
in the state, a term used by BJP
leaders to refer to the party
being in powerat the Centre as
well asin a State.

Earlierin the day, dense fog
at Taherpur prevented the
Prime Minister’s helicopter
from landing at the makeshilt
helipad and forced him to

{Contd on page 3}




NEW DELHI, Dec 20 (PTI)

THE Union Home Ministry hasincreased
the quota for ex-Agniveers for constable
recruitment in the BSF to 50 per cent
from 10 per cent, according to a gazette
notification. Theincrease hasbeenmade
by amending the Border Security Force,
General Duty Cadre (Non-Gazetted)
Recruitment Rules, 2015.

The first batch ofex-Agniveerswill also
get upper age-limit relaxation up to five
years, while the rest of the ex-Agniveers
will get three years’ relaxation.

The ex-Agniveersshall also be exempt-
ed from Physical Standard Test and
Physical Efficiency Test, said the notifi-

cgiOn issued on Friday. By direct recruit-
ent (includingfifty per cent), vacancies
shallbereserved forex-Agniveersinevery
recruitment year, ten per cent for ex-
Servicemen, and up to three per cent for
Combatised Constable (Tradesmen) in
absorption of annual vacancy, the noti-
fication said.

[n thefirst phase, therecruitmentshall
be conducted by the Nodal Force for 50
per cent vacancies earmarked for ex-
Agniveers, and in second phase recruit-
ment shall be conducted by the Staff
Selection Commission for candidates
other than ex-Agniveers for the
remaining forty-seven per cent vacan-
cies (including ten per cent ex-
Servicemen), alongwith the unfilled
vacancies of ex-Agniveersinaspecific cat-
egory in the first stage, it said.

The Centre had amended the
Government of India (Allocation of
Business) Rules, 1961, by thegazettenoti-
fication in June this year, inserting a new
point in the second schedule under the
Department of States of the Union Home
Ministry, “coordinating activities for
(Contd on page 3)



