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This was 18th Parliament
in the world that PM
Modi has addressed

Drawing parallels with
‘Vande Mataram’ and
Ethiopia’s national
anthem, Modi says,
both refer to our

land as mother

ADDIS ABABA, Dec 17 (PTI)

I[\'I)m and Ethiopia are "nat-
ural partners” in regional peace,
securityand connectivity, Prime
Minister Narendra Moditold the

Ethiopian  Parliament on Wednesday.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being greeted by an Ethiopian leader
during the Joint Session of the Parliament in Addis Ababa on

(PTI)

PM Modi arrives in Oman on

Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday arrived in
Oman on a two-day vis-
it during which he will
hold talks with the coun-
try’s top leadership and
is expected to sign an
ffl ambitious trade deal.

He was warmly wel-
comed by Oman’s
Deputy Prime Minister
for Defence Affairs Sayyid
Shihab bin Tariq Al Said
at the airport, where a
y{ guard of honour was
accorded to the Prime
Minister.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being Modi is visiting Oman
received by Oman's Deputy Prime attheinvitation of Sultan
Minister for Defence Affairs Sayyid Haitham bin Tarik.

Shihab bin Tarik Al Said upon his
arrival, in Muscat on Wednesday. (ANI)

This is his second vis-
it to the Gulf nation and
marks 70 years of the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the two coun-
iries. India has said that it is “very optimistic” about finalising
an ambitious trade deal with Oman during the visit,

The free trade agreement between India and Oman was
approved by the Union Cabinet last Friday:.

Talks for the agreement, officially termed as CEPA
(Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement), formally
began in November 2023, and the negotiations concluded this
year. “We are all very optimistic about it. The teams from both
sides have been working very hard forits early finalisation,” Arun
Chatterjee, a secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA),
had said at a media briefing when asked whether the proposed
India-Oman comprehensive economic partnership agreement
will be inked during Modi'’s visit.

Wednesday, asserting that the
two countries work for a world
that is “more just, more equal,
and more peaceful”.

Modi, who arrived here on
Tuesday on his maiden bilater-
al visit, said it

rtners: ¢

Ian Parit

of Africa. Indiastandsat the heart
of the Indian Ocean. We are nat-
ural partners in regional peace,
security, and connectivity,” Modi
told the lawmakers, who clapped
more than 50 times during the
Prime Minister's speech.

“Our commitment to mutual
security became strongerwith the
signing of the Defence
Cooperation Agreement earlier
this year. This agreement focus-
es on closer military coopera-
tion. [tincludes collaborationin
cybersecurity, in defence indus-
tries, in joint research, and in
capacity building,” he said.

India and Ethiopia stand
together asmembers ofone fam-
ily and work for a world that is
“more just, more equal, and more
peaceful,” the Prime Minister
said. He thanked Ethiopia for its
solidarityafter the Pahalgam ter-
ror attack and for affirming the
commitment to zero tolerance
towards terrorism.

Modi said, he was honoured
to be in this temple of democ-
racy, in the heart of a nation with
ancientwisdom

was wonderful
to be in
Ethiopia, the
land of lions, as
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and modern
aspirations."On
behalfofthe 1.4
billion peopleof

he greeted law-
makers in the local language,
“Tena yistilign, Salaam’,

“I feel very much at home
because my homestate, Gujarat,
isalsohome toLions,” Modi said
in his address to the Joint ses-
sion of Parliament of Ethiopia. It
was the 18th Parliament in the
world that PM Modi has
addressed.

“Ethiopia sits at a crossroads

India, 1 bring
greetingsoffriendship, goodwill,
and brotherhood,” he said.
Speaking about the Global
South, Modi said, the region is
writingits owndgfliny, and India
and Ethiopia sifare a vision for
it.“Our visiong® of aworld where
the Global Sgith risesnot against
anyone, byfor everyone. Aworld
where deg€lopmentis fair, where
(Contd on page 5)

India, Oman tg sign free
trade agreement today

NEW DELHI, Dec 17 (PTI)

INDIA and Oman will sign
trade agreement on Thursdayin
Muscatwithanaimioboosteco-
nomic ties between the two
countries, an official said.

It will be signed in the pres-
ence of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, whoisonafour-day, three-
nation visit.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal has
reached Muscatfor the FTA sign-
ing. Talks for the free trade agree-
ment, officially termed as CEPA

(Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership Agreenwm for-
mally began in November 2023
and the negotiations concluded
this year. In free trade agree-
ments, the two trading partners
either significantly reduce or
eliminate customs duties on a
maximum number of goods trad-
edbetween them. Theyalso ease
norms to promote trade in serv-
ices and attract investments.
Oman is the third-largest
export destination for India
among the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries.



US adds 20 more cc
travel ban and

NEW YORK/WASHINGTON, Dec 17
(PTT)

THE Trump administration has
expanded its travel ban and
restrictions to 20 gadditio
nationsas wellas the Balestigflan
Authority as part of its ®Horts to
“protect USnational securityand
public safety interests”.

US President Donald Trump
signed a proclamation on
Tuesday expanding and strength-
ening entry restrictions on
nationals from countries with
“demonstrated, persistent, and
severe deficiencies” in screen-
ing, vetting, and information-
sharing to protect America from
nationalsecurity and publicsafe-
ty threats.

The proclamation said these
measures are necessary to pre-
vent the entry of foreign nation-
als aboutwhom the US “lacks suf-
ficientinformation to assess the
risks they pose, garner cooper-
ation from foreign governments,
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enforce our immigration laws,
and advance other important
foreign policy, national security,
and counterterrorism objec-
tives.” Itimposed partial restric-
tionsand entrylimitationson 15
additional countries - Angola,
Antigua and Barbuda, Benin,
Coted'Ivoire, Dominica, Gabon,
The Gambia, Malawi,
Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal,
Tanzania, Tonga, Zambia, and
Zimbabwe.

Fullrestrictionsand entry lim-
itations were also imposed for
nationals of Burkina Faso, Mali,
Niger, South Sudan, and Syria.

Fullrestrictionsand entry lim-

ries to

aStrictions list

itations havealso been placed on
individuals holding Palestinian
Authority-issued travel docu-
ments, as several “US-designat-
ed terrorist groups operate
activelyin theWest Bank or Gaza
Strip and have murdered
American citizens,” it said,
adding that the recent war in
theseareas likelyresultedin com-
promised vetting and screening
abilities. “...Considering theweak
or nonexistent control exercised
over these areas by the PA
(Palestinian Authority), individ-
uals attempting to travel on PA-
issued or endorsed travel docu-
ments cannot currentlybeprop-
erlyvetted and approved forentry
into the United States.”

The proclamation also
imposed full restrictions and
entry limitations on Laos and
SierraLeone thatwerepreviously
subject to partial restrictions,
and continued partial restric-
tions on nationals from Burundi,
Cuba, Togo, and Venezuela.



Trump orders blockade

of "SANGTIONED 0IL
TANKERS' into

WASHINGTON, Dec 17 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trum
onTuesdayheisorde
adeofall“sanctioned oil tankers”
intoVenezuela, ramping up pres-
sure on the country’s authori-
tarian leader Nicolas Maduro in
amove that seemed designed to
put a tighter chokehold on the
South American country’secon-
omy.

Trump’s escalation comes after
US forces last week seized an oil
tanker off Venezuela’s coast, an
unusual move that followed a
buildup of military forces in the
region. In a post on social media
Tuesday night announcing the
blockade, Trump alleged
Venezuela was using oil to fund
drug traffickingand other crimes
and vowed to continue the mil-
itary buildup until the country
gave the US oil, land and assets,
though it was not clear why he

ezuela

elt the US had a claim.

“Venezuela is completely sur-
rounded by the largest Armada
ever assembled in the History of
South America,” Trump said in
a pos

tonhissocial media platform.
“It will only get bigger, and the
shock to them will be like noth-
ing they have ever seen before
— Until such time as they return
to the United States of America
all of the Oil, Land, and other
Assets that they previously stole
from us.”

Pentagon officials referred all
questions about the post to the
White House.

Venezuela’s government
released a statement Tuesday
accusing Trump of “violating
international law, free trade, and
the principle of free navigation”
with “arecklessand grave threat”
against the South American
country.
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NEW DELHI, Dec 17 (IANS)

IN Amajor development that will
further strengthen the Indian
Army’s warfare store, the US
Embassy on  Wednesday
announced the delivery of the
remaining three AH-64E Boeing
Apache attack helicopters.
Takingit to X, the US Embassy
wrote, “Delivering on the US
President and Indian Prime
Minister’s joint statement, the
arrival of the latest Boeing India
AH-64E Apache helicopters for
the Indian Army marks another
step forward in the US-India
Major Defence Partnership. This
milestone reflects the reliable
and growing US-India Defence
partnership and fulfills commit-

ments made by the Secretary of
War and the Defence Ministry of
India.”

“With its cutting-edge capa-|
bilities, the Apache strengthens
our shared vision for|
regional security and deepens
cooperation in co- productlon.:
training, and technology|
exchange,” it said.

The delivery comes after
repeated delays.

Notably, the Indian Army
received the first slot of these
three helicopters in July.

The Indian Army Aviation
Corps had been waiting for the
first slot of three Apache heli-
copters since 2024, as they were
originally planned to bedelivered
in May 2024.




Gopinath: IMF may
raise India’s growth

To The
Trump's Tariffs’

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) is
likely to raise India’s GDP
growth forecast for the cur-
rent fiscal year closer to 7%,
former IMF deputy manag-
ing director Gita Gopinath

“This Oct, IMF revised
upIndia’s growth for2025to
6.6%. But that came in be-
fore the second quarter

up with their nun :
dia is actually doing better.
than was predicted before
the crisis,” said Gopinath,
now a professor of econom-
jcs at Harvard University.
Several multilateral age-
ncies, brokeragesand econo-
mists have revised India’s
GDP growth projections for
2025-26 after the8.2% growth
in the July-Sept guarter. She
' has shown a

Gopinath believes artificial
intelligence has been a big offset
for tariffs around the world
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the next couple of years we

will continue to see some of
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US perspective, “we are past
peak tariffs” in the US for sev-
eral reasons. “The important
piece is that 2026 is a year of
midterm elections in the US.
Idon'tthinkthere’sanybodv
whowants tohave alotof un-
certainty intherunuptothe
elections,” said Gopinath..
She said tariffs have rai-
sed prices in the US &
they’ve pushed up inflation
by about 0.7 percentage poi-
nts and the cost of living in-
crease is a problem for affor-
dability. “So that also damp-
ensthe incentive toraise tar-
iffs further There were
important legal challenges
tothetariffs in the US, which
I think will also scale it
down. 80, from the US tariff
perspective, | suspect weare,

if not past the peak, but defi-
nitely close to the peak.”
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