Naval diving support cr

KOCHI, Dec 16 (PTI)

THE naval diving support craft,
A20, meant to enhance under-
water preparedness and to serve
as a force multiplier, was com-
missioned into the Indian Navy
on Tuesday.

The craft was commissioned
at the Kochi naval base in a cer-
emonial event presided over by
ViceAdmiral Sameer Saxena, Flag
Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Southern Naval Command, a
defence statement said.

It is the 11th ship to be com-
missioned in the calendar year
-- a significant milestone in the
country’s shipbuilding capabil-
ity,itadded.The ceremony com-
menced with the reading of the
commissioning warrant by Lt
CdrHemantSingh Chauhan, the
Commanding OfficerofDSCA20
and was followed by the hoist-
ing of the naval ensign, accom-
panied by the national anthem
and a ceremonial salute by the
colour guard presented by the

Indian Navy'’s first indigenously-designed and built Diving Support
Craft 'DSC A20' sails at sea. (P

ship’s crew, it said.
“Simultaneously, the com-
missioning pennant was hoist-
ed, signifying the craft’s induc-
tionintoactive navalservice.The
commissioning plaque was
thereafter unveiled by the chief

guest (Vice Admiral Saxena),” it
added. Saxena highlighted the
craft's roleas a "vital enabler” of
the Indian Navy's maritime capa-
bilitiesinthe underwater domain
and a “fine example of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat with

commissioned

indigenous design, construction,
and system integration.”

“These diving support crafts
will significantly strengthen the
Indian Navy’s ability to provide
diving expertise, underwater|
maintenance support and sal-
vage assistance to friendly for-
eign nations, reinforcing India’s
role as afirst responder and pre-|
ferred securitypartneracross the
region,” it said. The DSC A20 is
amodern catamaran-hullvessel,
equipped with advanced diving
systems and state-of-the-art
underwater video monitoring,
recording and tracking facilities.

“The craft is fitted with a two-
man Recompression Chamber,
enabling safe and extended div-
ing operations. With enhanced
endurance, manoeuvrability and
contemporary diving infra-
structure, DSCA20will enhance
underwater preparedness and
serve as an essential force mul-
tiplier in the Indian Navy’s mar-
itime security architecture,” the
statement said.



B By Yoshita Singh
UNITED NATIONS, Dec 16 (PTI)

IN A sharp retort, Kpdi
through Pakistan’s “di§isi

callingoutIslamabad’s "tthique”
way of respecting the will of its
people by jailinga Prime Minister
and giving lifetime immunity to
its army chief.

India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN,
Ambassador Harish

Parvathaneni, delivered astrong
response in the Security Council
on Monday after Pakistan’s
Ambassador Asim [ftikhar
Ahmad raised issues of Jammu
and Kashmir and the Indus

Waters Treaty during an open
debate on ‘Leadership for Peace’.

“Pakistan’s unwarranted ref-
erence to Jammu and Kashmir
intoday’s open debate attests to
its obsessive focus on harming
India and its people. A serving
non-permanentSecurity Council
Member that chooses to further
this obsession in all meetings

“Let me be clear -- India
will counter Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism in all
its forms and manifesta-
tions with all its might,”
said Ambassador
Harish Parvathaneni

and platforms of the UN in
pursuit of its divisive agenda
cannot be expected to fulfill its
designated responsibilities and
obligations.

“Let me be clear -- India will
counter Pakistan-sponsoredter-
rorism in all its forms and man-
ifestations with all its might,”
Harish said.




ADDIS ABABA, Dec 16 (PTD)

INDIA and Ethiopia on Tuesday
elevated their ties (o a strategic
partnership, as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi heldwide-rang-
ing talks with his Ethiopian
counterpart Abiy Ahmed Alidur-
ing which they discussed issues
of bilateral and mutual interest.

Maodi, who arrived here [rom
Jordan on his maiden bilateral
visit, was accorded a ceremoni-
al welcome at the National
Palace ahead of the bilateral
talks, reflecting the vibrant
India-Ethiopia relations rooted
in shared history and a prom-
ising future.

“We are elevating India and
Ethiopia relations to a strategic
partnership. This step will pro-
vide new energy, new mome
tum and epth tog g,
Prime Ministe arsaid dur-
ing the delegation-level talks.

He thanked PM Ali forhis sup-
port in India’s light against ter-
rorism. "The support of friend-
ly countries in this struggle
against terrorism holds great
significance,” Modi said.

“Today, we got the opportu-
nity to deliberate on the key
aspects ofourcooperation, such
as economy, innovation, tech-
nology, defence, health, capac-
ity-building and multilateral

(@ :- | PR T / | ‘,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his Ethiopian counterpart
Abiy Ahmed Ali as he is welcomed by members of the Indian
community, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. (PT)
ble the student scholarship for
Ethiopia in India,” Modi said.

cooperation. [ am pleased that
today, we have decided to dou-

PM Modi conferred
with Ethiopia’s
highest honour

ADDIS ABABA, Dec 16 (PTT)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday was con-
ferred with Ethiopia’s highest
award "The Great Honour
Nishan of Ethiopia’ by his
Ethiopian counterpart Abiy
Ahmed Ali,

The award was conferred
upon PM Modi in a special
ceremony on Tuesday.




AMMAN, Dec 16 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday sought to double
India-Jordan bilateral trade to
USD 5 hillion over the next five
years, as he invited Jordanian
companies (o take advantage of
the country's high economic
growth and reap handsome
returns. Modiarived in Jordan's
capital, Amman, on Monday for
a two-day visit at the invitation
of King Abdullah II. Jordan is the
first leg of the Prime Minister's
four-day, three-nation tour,
which will also take him to
Ethiopia and Oman.

On Tuesday, Prime Minister
Modi and King Abdullah 11
addressed the India-Jordan
Business Forum here. [t was also
attended by Crown Prince
Hussein and Jordan's Minister of
Trade and Industryand Minister
of Investment.

Thetwoleaders acknowledged
the importance of increasing
husiness-to-business ties
hetween the two countries, and
called upon the industry cap-
tains from both sides to convert
the potential and opportunities
into growth and prosperity.

India and Jordan also inked

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Jordan's King Abdullah II,
second right, during the India-Jordan Business Forum, in

Jordan,

(PMO via PTI)

MoUs in the fields of culture,
renewable energy, water man-
agement, digital public infra-
structureand twinningarrange-
ment between Petra and Ellora,
aimed at giving a major boost to
bilateral ties and friendship.

King Ahdullah I noted that
Jordan's free trade agreements
and India’s economic power
could be combined to create an
econiomic corridor
between South Asia and West
Asiaand beyond. Addressing the
gathering,

Muodi said India's success as

the fastest-growing majorecon-
omy, which is on course to
become the third-largest econ-
omy in theworld, offersimmen se
business opportunities for its
partnersin jordan and across the
globe. "The relationship between
India and Jordan is one where
historical trust and future eco-
nomic opportunities come
together,” he noted.

Maodi invited Jordanian com-
panies to partner with Indiaand
reap the benelits ofits 1.4 hillion
consumer market, strong man-
ufacturing base, and stable,

AMMAN, Dec 16 PT1)

JORDANIAN Crown Prince Al
Hussein bin Abdullah 11 on
Tuesday personally drove Prime
Minister Narendra Maodi to the
Jordan Museum here, inaspe-
cial gesture reflecting the
warmth of ties between India
and the Arab nation.

The Crown Prince is a 42nd-
generation direct descendant
of Prophet Mohammad.

The Jordan Museum, locat-
ed in the Ras al-Ein district of
Amman, isthecountry’slargest
museum and showcases some
of its most significant archae-
ologicaland historical artefacts,

Built in 2014, the museum
traces the civilisational jour-
ney of the region from prehis-
toric times to the present day.

transparent, and predictable pol -
icyenvironment. Referring to the
over B per cent growth of the
Indian economy, he said India’s
high GDP numbers are due to
productivity-drivengovernance

cial gesture: Grown Prince drives
PM Modi to Jnrdan Museum

As a special gesture, Crown
Prince Al Hussein Bin
Abdullah Il drives Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to the
Jordan Museum on Tuesday.
(PMO via PTI)

The museum's collection
includes animal bones dating
back 1.5 million years and the
9,000-year-old Ain Ghazal
lime plaster statues, consid-
ered among the world's oldest
ever made.

and innovation-led growth
policies. Noting that India is|
Jordan's third-largest trading
pariner, the Prime Minister said
that in the universe af business,|
numbers matter.
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Terror-linked network
busted in J&K;

SRINAGAR, Dec 16 (PTI)

THE counter Intelligenc

Tuesd
raidsat elocationsacross
the Valley and busted a terror-
linked network of anti-national
elements operating under the
garb of social activism, officials
said. Duringthe operationacross
seven districts, 12 suspects were
detained for questioning.

The Counter Intelligence
Kashmir (CIK) conducted coor-
dinated searches across multi-
ple districts of the Kashmir val-
ley, exposing a clandestine ter-
ror-support ecosystem
masqueradingas voices ofsocial
change, dealing a decisive blow
to anti-national elements oper-
ating under the garb of social
activism, the officials said.

They said the searches were
carried out in connection with a
2023 case registered at CIK
Srinagar police station undervar-
ious sections of IPC and the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act. The action was undertaken
after obtaining due authorisa-
tion through search warrants
issued by a special court in
Srinagar, designated under the
NIA Act, the officials added.

case stems from credible
intelligence inputs indicating
that certainindividuals in Jammu
and Kashmir were “exploiting”
platforms linked to mass media,
socialmedia, humanrights advo-
cacy, environmental causes and
womenempowermentasa “cov-
er to carry out activities gravely
prejudicial to the sovereignty,
integrity and security of India’,
they said. “Discreet verification
further revealed their suspected
links with secessionist groups
and proscribed terrorist organ-
isations,” an official said.

Investigations also brought to
light that some of these individ-
uals were allegedly in contact
with Pakistan-based terror han-
dlers using encrypted commu-
nication applications.

“They are suspected to have
beenactivelyinvolvedin peddling
false narratives, glorifying ter-
rorists and terrorism, radicalis-
ing impressionable youth, and
systematically attempting to
disrupt public order and peace
in Jammu & Kashmir,” the
official said.

Actingontheseinputs, 12loca-
tions in Srinagar, Baramulla,
Anantnag, Pulwama, Kupwara,
Budgam and Shopian were iden-
tified and searched.

Security personnel keep vigil during a search operation linked to an

ongoing investigation, in Srinagar on, Tuesday.

(PTI)



W By Harinder Mishra
JERUSALEM, Bec 16 P10

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister §
faishankar on Tuesday con-
demned the terror attck during
A Hanukkah celebration @t
Sydney's Bondi Beach, saying
that India and Ismet hoth have
a policy of “zero wlerance”
AEAinst terrorism

Juishunkar, who arrived in
Israel on Tuesday on a two-day
visit, made the remirks while
addressing the press alongside
Isracll  counierpan  Gldeon
Moshe S'ar here.

“Let me first of all convey our
very, very sincere, deep condo-
lenees an the loss af life de to
the terror attnck at Honukkak

Extornal Aftairs Ministor 5. Jaishankar with lemel Foroign Affairs

celebrations in Bondi Beach, 1
want 1o say it we condemn i
in thestrongest possibleterms,”
faishankarsaid. He thanked Ismel
foritssupport ofIndia inits Gght
against terrorism.

At least 15 people were killed,
and 40 were injured in an aitack
by two gunmen on o gathering

Minister Gideon Sa'ar during a meeting in

L]

during the Jewish festival
Hanukkah by the S colebra-
on on Sunday,

“Where India and [srael are
concerned, wearehoth couniries
that haven policy of zoro toler-
ance towards terrorism. We
nppreciale your consistent sup

port in our Gght against weero-
ism in all its forms and mani-
festations,” Jaishanker said.

He said that they will be dis-
cussing a strategic partership
hetween the two countries,
which has™resllv developedvery
wigmificantly in the lost decade”

Joubsduainkatr saed thine Inein and
lsrng] are “very complementary
prartners, urel we s mike the
most of that."

I-Imisu refterated lmls. ;

error: EAM

ABU DHABI, Dec 16 (LANS)

I":I!.R\AL Alfairs Minister
(EAM) § kar co-chained

; mrruﬂ':\pn-mnt:nn-s
are underway for el Prims
Minister Henjamin Xetanyahu's
proposed rip to Indiv

Netanyahuand Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke recently
over the phone, after which the
Isgaeli header said the two would
be "meeting very soon’,

During his stay, jaishankar
wonld alsomeet lsracll President
lsane Horzog nnd Prime Minister
Netanyahu, “The discussionswill
revolve around bilateral and
reghonil issues with aview w fur-
ther deepen the siraiegic part-
nesship between the two coun-
tries,” & source here wld PTL

Jaishankar arrived in Tel Aviv
from Abu Dhabi, whene he par-
ticipated in the high-profile Sir
Bani Yos Forum.

the Ihthlrjinl Commission and
Sth Strategic Dislogue with
Sheikh Ahdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the UALEs Deputy
Prime Ministerand Minister of
Foreign Affairs in Abu Dhabi,

The two leaders reviewed all
aspects of the Comprehensive
Strategic Pannership between
India and the UAR, as well
s identified key prodties for
the fumme,

Toking to social media plat-
form X on Tuesday, EAM
Julshankar said, "o today'’s
world, deopor India-UAE coop-
eration advinees shigred inter-
ests and contributes (o region-
al and global stabiliny.”

Duringthemeoting the EAM
highlightesd  the  significant

growth inbilateral irade, invest-
ments, fintech and digital con-

co-chairs India-UAE Joint Commission

critical minerals, spoce, and
pnl.u research, as well as :!us«

nectivity ol the di I mubtilatersl
Comprebensive  Economic I'nmaudnd.nmdumllmnms
Partership Agreement (CEPA) On Momday, lxishankar called
and Bilateral Investment Treaty  on the HAES Viee President
{BIT), He alsa vmdedined the  Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed bin

vast potential in connectivity
and logistics, both bilaterally
and through |l|1tlul|vc:- su(llas
‘hl.' India-Mid

Sulltan Al Nalwan in Abu Dhabl,
where the two sides discussed
witys (o enhanceeconomic and
defence ¢

Economic Corrldor (IMEC |
EAM Jashankarunderscored
the expansion of energy col-
laboration, with o particulor
framas on ehvil nuelear cooper-

tional

India and the UAE.
“Honoured to call on Vice
President HH Sheikh Mansour
hin Zayed hin Sultan Al Nahyan
of the UAE today in Abu Dhabi.

ation, strengthening educn-  Hodaproductive discusionon
ties  and ruluuai deepening  economic  and
exchanges, and consoli defence cooperation.” EAM
defence and wnmly ccm]mn posied on X,
1 the Tatshankar ilso et Kiald

ton. Hefurther
importance of nurturing cul-
tural linkages and peaple-o-

Khalifa Al Mubarak. Managing
Illm for anid hmup CED of

penple exchanges,
new fromtiers of cooperation in

Company in the I.!.M-




