Ethanol-blended
petrol benefitting
farmers: Gadkari

NEW DELHI, Dec 11 (PTI)

ETHANOL-blendeg#petrol has|
greatly farmers and

resulted in saving of over Rs 1.40
lakh crore of foreign exchange,
Lok Sabha was informed on
Thursday. .

Amid concerns over the use of
ethanol-blended petrol, Union
Minister of Road Transport and

Highways Nitin Gadkarisaid after
extensive testing, no adverse
impact has been found in cars
where ethanol mixed petrol is
used.

“Use of E-20 petrol (Ethanol
Blended Petrol) is ahealthy trend.
It is a green transition. It is less|
polluted and also saves foreign
exchange,” he said in Lok Sabha
during Question Hour.

Gadkari said due to the mix-
ing ofethanol in petrol, Rs40,000|
crore hasbeen giventothe farm-
ers for the raw materials used --
sugarcane, maize etc. -- in
ethanol.

Petroleum Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said following the
implementation of the ethanol|
blending programme, money
whichwasearlierspentoncrude
oilimports is now goingto farm-
ers, who have become
“Urjadaatas” apart from being
“Annadatas”.

Hesaid duringthelast 11years
-- from Ethanol SupplyYear (ESY)
2014-15to ESY2024-25up to July
2025 -- ethanol blending in petrol
by public sector Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) has result-
ed in savings of more than Rs
1,40,000 crore of foreign
exchange.




VARANASI (UP), Dec 11 (PTI)

UNION Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal on Thursday flagged off

India’s first indigenous hydro-
gen fuel-cell vessel in Valgpngs
markmg a key milestone in the
country’s push towards clean,
and sustainable inland water
transport. Ata ceremony held at
Namo Ghat, the Ports, Shipping,
and Waterways Minister inau-
gurated the vessel’s commercial
operations.

Sonowal said the hydrogen-
powered vessel reflects India’s
growing technological capabili-
ties and its commitment to sus-
tainable energy. “Thisis not just
technological progress, butasign
that we are advancing confi-
dentlytowards green energy and
indigenous solutions,” he said.

The Minister said it wasamat-
ter of national pride that India
has now joined the list of coun-
tries such as China, Norway, the
Netherlands, and Japan that
operate hydrogen-powered ves-
sels.

“This proves that our techni-
cal capabilities are ready for the
future. This has been made pos-
sible due to the Prime Minister’s
visionary leadership. The speed
and approach with which every
sector has been advancing has
ensured that inland waterways
now play an important role in
India’s developmentjourney,” he
said in Varanasi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Parliamentary

India's first indigenous hydrogen-fuelled passenger vessel, built by
Cochin Shipyard Limited begins commercial operations on the
Ganga river in Varanasi on Thursday.

(PTI)

constituency.

Uttar Pradesh’s Minister of
State forTransport (Independent
Charge) Dayashankar Singh,
Minister of State for Ayush, Food
Safety and Drug Administration
(Independent Charge)
Dayashankar Mishra, and
Minister of State for Stamp and
Court Fees and Registration
(Independent Charge) Ravindra
Jaiswal were among the public
representatives present on the
occasion. Sonowalssaid the devel-
opment marks a major step in
India’s shift towards green ener-
gy and indigenously developed
clean-technology solutions.

He noted that hydrogen
engines are an emerging tech-
nology offering clean, sustainable
energy with near-zero emissions,

though research and testing are
still underway before full-scale
commercial adoption.

Highlighting the sector’s
expansion, the Minister said the
number of national waterways
has increased from fiveto 111 in
the past decade. Cargo traffic on
inland waterways rose from 80
milliontonnesin2014 toover 145
million tonnes at present, while
tourism activities are operational
on 13 waterways.

He added that the foundation
for this transformation was laid
by the Jal Marg Vikas Project,
which created a modern navi-
gation corridor from Haldia to
Varanasi on National Waterway-
1, with multimodal terminals,
advanced equipment, and com-
munity jetties.



US seizes oil tanker

WASHINGTON, Dec 11 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump said
on Wednesday that the United
States has seized an oil tanker off
the coastofVenezuelaastensions
mount with the government
President Nicolds Maduro.
Using US forces to take con-
trol of a merchant ship is incred-
ibly unusual and marks the
Trump administration’s latest
push to increase pressure on
Maduro, who has been charged
with narco-terrorism in the
United States. The has built up
the largest military presence in
the region in decades and

launchedaseriesof deadly
onalleged drug-smuggli

is facing
Con ;
e ve just seized a tanker on
the coast of Venezuela -- a large
tanker, very large, largest one
everseized, actually,” Trump told
reportersat theWhite House, lat-
er adding that ‘it was seized for
a very good reason.’

Trump did not offer addition-
al details. When asked what
would happen to the oil aboard
the tanker, Trumpsaid, " Well, we
keep it, | guess.”

The seizure was led by the US
Coast Guard and supported by
the Navy, according to a US offi-
cial who was not authorised to
comment publiclyandspoke on
the condition of anonymity. The
official added that it was con-
ducted under US law enforce-
ment authority.

The US official identified the
seized tanker as the Skipper.

The ship departed Venezuela
around December 2 with about
2 million barrels of heavy crude,
roughly half of it belonging to a
Cuban state-run oil importer,
according to documents from
the state-owned company

Venezuela coast

Petrdleos deVenezuela SA, com-
monly known as PDVSA, that
were provided on the condition
of anonymity because the per-
son did not have permission to
share them.

The Skipper was previously
knownas the M/T Adisa, accord-
ing to ship tracking data. The
Adisa was sanctioned by the
United States of Americain 2022
overaccusationsof belonging to
asophisticatednetwork ofshad-
ow tankers that smuggled crude
oil on behalf of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard and
Lebanon’s Hezbollah militant

group.



NEW DELHI, Dec 11 (IANS)

THE Indian Navy will gfmmis-
sion DSC A20, the firs@ivesse
the indigenously-desi
constructed Diving Support Craft
(DSC), at Kochion December 16
under the aegisofSouthern Naval
Command, officials said on
Thursday. The ship will be for-
mally inducted into service in
the presence of Vice Admiral
Sameer Saxena, Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief,
Southern Naval Command.
The event will mark the addi-
tion of akey operational asset to
the Navy's inventory, enhancing
its diving and underwater sup-

port capability. Indian Navy’s first indigenously-designed and built Diving Support
DSC A20 is the lead shipina Craft ‘DSC A20’ sails at sea ahead of its commissioning under the
series offive DivingSupportCraft ~ Southern Naval Command, off Kochi. (PTI)

being built by M/s Titagarh Rail
Systems Limited (TRSL), Kolkata.  advanced, state-of-the-artdiving  form, the ship offers superiorsta-
Purpose-builtforawidespec- systems that meet the highest bility, enhanced deck area, and
trum of diving and underwater standards of safety and opera- improved seakeepingcharacter-
missions in coastal waters, the tional efficiency. istics, and has a displacement of
vessel is equipped with Featuring a catamaran hull approximately 390 tonnes.



Bangladesh to
hold general
elections on
February 12

DHAKA, Dec 11 (PTI)

1ll hold the gen-
eral eledfign€’on February 12, its
first since the ouster of the Sheikh
Hasina-led Awami League gov-
ernment in a violent student-led
protestin August2024."“Votingwill
take place on February 12, 2026,
from 7:30 am to 4:30 pm,” Chief
Election Commissioner AMM
Nasir Uddin said in an address to
the nation on Thursday.

A referendum will simultane-
ously be held on the voting day,
February 12, toelicitpublicopin-
iononaseries of reform proposals
ofthe ChiefAdvisor Muhammad
Yunus-led National Consensus
Commission. The announce-
ment came a day after the CEC
met President Mohammed
Shahabuddin, who assured him
“optimum support and cooper-
ation” to conduct the general
electionsina “free, fairand mean-
ingful” manner.




