NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (PTT)

ASSERTING that India is a
model of high growth and low
inflation, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturdaysaid
lhecnunlr} 's8. 2;1ercenlgr0 L
in the second
fiscal shows that'it1s becoming
the growth driver of the global
economy.

Healso said India's self-confi-
dence had been shaken by the
“mentality of colonialism” but
now we are moving ahead of it.

Modi said that ata time when
theworld isfull ofuncertainties,
Indiaisseeninadifferentleague.

The changes happening in
India are not just about possi-
bilities but are a saga of chang-
ing thinking and direction, he
said addressing the Hindustan
Times Leadership Summit.

™ LEADE

SUM

TRy

TRANSFORMIN

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during the Hindustan Times

Leadership Summit, in New Delhi.

(PTI)

The world is full of uncertain-
ties but India is being seen in a
different league altogether, he
said. “India is full of self confi-

dence.When thereistalk of slow-
down, India writes the story of
growth. When there is trustdeficit
in the world, India is becoming

low inflation: PM

a pillar of trust, when the world
is moving towards fragmenta-
tion, India is becoming a bridge
builder,” Modi said.

Pointing out Q2 GDP figures
being more than 8 per cent, he
said it is the symbol of our pace.

“This is not just a number but
is a strong macroeconomic sig-
nal. Tt is a message that India is
becoming the growth driver of
the global economy,” Madi said.

Global growthis around 3 per
cent while G7 economies are
growing at an average of about
1.5 per cent, he pointed out.

“Atsuchatime, Indiaisamod-
¢l of high growth and low infla-
tion,” Modi said,

PM Modi urged peopleto com-
pletelyrid the country of theslave
mentality in the next 10 years,
asserting thatevery sector today
is shedding the colonial mind-

set and aiming for new achieve-
ments with pride. He also said
the term Hindu rate of growth
was used when India was strug-
gling for 2-3 per cent of growth.
“The policyof Macaulay, which
sowed the seeds of mental slav-
ery in India, will complete 200
years in 2035, This means there
are [(yearsleft. Therefore, in these
very 10 years, we all must come
together to free our country from
the slave mentality,” he said.
CM YOGI HAILS RAM TEMPLE
AS A SYMBOL OF PEACE AND
PROSPERITY: UTTAR Pradesh
Chiel Minister Yogi Adityanath,
speakingatthe Hindustan Times
Leadership Summit2025 in New
Delhi, declared that the state has
entered a new era of peace and
investment, crediting the con-
struction of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya as a turning point.




craft, the DRDOhas handed over
seventechnologies tothe Armed
Forces, the Government said.
Thesetechnologieshave been
developed under the Technology
Development Fund (TDF)
scheme, the Defence Ministry

said on Friday.
“Defence Research and
Development  Organisation

(DRDO) has handed over seven
technologies developed under
the Technology Development
Fund (TDF) scheme to the three
Services,” it said in a statement.

“The technologies are -- an
indigenous high-voltage power

supply for alrbome self- protec-
tion jammers, a tide-efficient

gangway for naval jetties,
advanced very low frequency-
high frequency switching matrix
systems, VLF loop aerials for
underwater platforms, indige-
nous waterjet propulsion system
for fast interceptor craft, a nov-
el process for recovery of lithi-
um precursors from used lithi-
um-ion batteries and a long-life
seawater battery system for sus-
tained underwater sensing and
surveillance applications,” the

Ministry said.

Each of these technologies or
products has been designed,
developed and “extensively test-
ed” by the Indian industry with
closecollaborationand guidance
of DRDO’s domain experts and
the tri-services, “reinforcing the
scheme’s focus on import sub-
stitution and critical technology
development”, it said. The tech-
nologies were handed over dur-
ing the meeting of the
Empowered Committee of
DRDO held at DRDO Bhawan
here on December 2 under the
chairmanship of Secretary,
Department of Defence R&D
and Chairman of DRDO, Samir
V Kamat. Senior representatives
from the Armed Forces, Deptt of
Defence Production and
the DRDO also attended the
meeting.



Pak, Aféhan forces trade

ISLAMABAD, Dec 6 (PTI)

A HEAVY exchange of fire between Pg#istani and
Afghan forces was reportgd from ey Chaman
border, according to a meth ort on Saturday.

Injuries were reported from the district hospi-
tal, but no fatalities occurred, the Dawn newspa-
per reported.

Officials from both sides accused each other of
instigating the flare-up late on Friday night across
the border in the Balochistan province.

While Pakistani officials said that Afghan forces
had fired mortar shells on the Badani area, Afghan
Taliban spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid claimed
it was Pakistan that launched an attack on Spin
Boldak, alleging that their forces were
responding. Pakistan’s official sources told Dawn
that Pakistani forces retaliated against the Afghan

aggression and returned fire.

There were also reports of fighting on the
Chaman-Kandahar highway, but these could not
be immediately verified. Aseniorofficial in Quetta
confirmed on condition of anonymity that the
exchange of fire started around 10 pm and con-
tinued until late at night.



Israeli defence firm plans to

supply 1st batch of 40,0

A LEADING Israeli defence firm
has said it intends to supply the
firstbatch 0f40,000light machine
guns (LMGs) to India starting
early next year, while it is in the
final stages of signing a contract
to supply nearly 1,70,000 new-
age carbines.

Shuki Schwartz, CEO of Israel
Weapon Industries (IWI), also
said thathisfirmis currentlycol-
laboratingwith various agencies
within India’s Ministry of Home
Affairs to market their products,
including pistols, rifles, and
machine guns. “Were now
involved in three significantpro-
grammes. First is the contract
for 40,000 light machine guns,

which was signed last year. We
have completed all tests, trials,
and Government checks,and we
have received the license for
production. We intend to supply
the first batch at the beginning
ofthe year,” Schwartz told PTTin
an interview.

“LMGs supply is for five years.
We can do it faster, but the first
supply will be at the beginning
of the year,” he said when asked
aboutthe timeline of the supply.
Schwartz said the second pro-
gramme involves the CQB (Close
Quarters Battle) carbines tender,
where the firm was the second
bidder. Bharat Forge is the pri-
mary bidder. “We intend to sup-
ply 40 per cent of the contract.
We are in the stage of pre-sign-
ing of the contract,” he said.
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‘India, US trad

NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (PTI)

eral trade agreeme
December 10, sources said.

The visit is crucial as India and
the US are working to finalise the
firsttranche ofthe pact.“The three-
day talks will start on December
10. It will conclude on December
12, and it is not a formal round of
talks,” said one of the sources. The
US team will be led by Deputy
United States Trade Representative
(USTR) Rick Switzer.

This visit of the US officials
marks their second trip since the
imposition of a 25 per cent tariff
and an additional 25 per cent
penalty on Indian goods enter-
ing the American market due to
the purchase of Russian crude
oil. OnSeptember 16, the US offi-
cials last visited India.

On September 22, Commerce

ks from Dec 10’

and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal also led an official delega-
tionto the USfortrade talks. Goyal
had also visited Washington in
May. While the USA's chief nego-
tiator for the pact is Assistant US
Trade Representative for South
and Central Asia Brendan Lynch,
the Indian side is led by Joint
Secretary in the Department of
Commerce Darpan Jain.

The talks are also important as
Commerce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal has recently stated that
India is hopeful of reaching a
framework tradedealwiththeUS
this year itself.



Jaishankar “DISAGR
visit impacting In

NEW DELHI, Dec 6 (ANI)

rday firmly
rejected suggestions that Russian
PresidentVladimir Putin's recent
two-day state visit to Indiawould
complicate the ongoing India-US
trade negotiations, asserting that
no country can expect todictate
New Delhi’s relations with oth-
er major powers.

Speakingat the HT Leadership
Summit 2025, the EAM noted
India'sautonomyinmaintaining
its bilateral relationship with
major countries, stating thatany
other nation dictating New
Delhi’s ties with other nations
was not a “reasonable proposi-
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tion”. “I disagree. Everybody
knows that India has relations
with all the major countries in
the world. And for any country
to expect to have a say on how
we develop our relations with
othersis notareasonable propo-
sition, because remember, the
other can expect the same,”
Jaishankar said.

He further reaffirmed India’s
“freedom of choice” on the mat-
ter, noting that its policy on
upholdingits “strategic autono-
my” continues.

on Putin
id-US trade deal

“We have always madeit clear
already that we have multiple
relations, we have a freedom of
choice and we talk about
strategic autonomy, and that
continues, and I can't imagine
why anybody would have a rea-
son to expect the contrary,” the
EAM added.

Jaishankaralsoreiterated New
Delhi’s stance on “negotiating
hard” in the trade deal with the
USinorder tosafeguard the inter-
ests of farmers, workers, and
small businesses of the country.

He further acknowledged the
radically differentapproach ofthe
new administration under US
President Donald Trump but

(Contd on page 5)



