





Putin Pledges
Steady Fuel
Supply To India
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New Delhi: Unfazed by US
sanctions on Russian crude
oil and western pressure on
Moscow over the Ukraine
war, Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin on Friday un-
derlined his willingness to
provide “uninterrupted
shipments of fuel” to India.
As per Putin's unwavering
resolve to continue nuclear
cooperation with India, Rus-
sia’'s state-owned nuclear
corporation Rosatom has
made the first delivery of
nuclear fuel for the third
unit of the Kudankulam nu-
clear plant in Tamil Nadu.

A cargo flight transport-
ed the first batch of
VVER-1000 fuel assemblies
from Novosibirsk Chemical
Concentrates Plant in
southwestern Siberia to In-
dia, Rosatom said in a state-
ment on Thursday.

A total of seven flights
from Russia are planned to

Modi and Putin confirmed intent to broaden cooperation in Nenergy

supply the entire reactor
core and some reserve fuel.
Theseshipments are provid-
edunderacontractsignedin
2024, which includes fuel
supply for the third and
fourth VVER-1000 reactors
of theKudankulam plant for
the entire service life, start-
ingfrominitial loading.

The Russian side said
since 2022, newer TVS-2M
fuel had been introduced at
India’s two operational
VVER-1000 plants Kudan-
kulam unit-1 and unit-2,
which led to “improved per-
formance” and longer 18-
month operating cycles. Ac-
cording to Rosatom, Kudan-
kulam unit-3 and unit-4 will
be thefirst VVER-1000 units

to begin operation directly

on an18-month cycle.

At the Kudankulam
plant, there are two oper-
ational units and four more
— units 3, 4, 5 and 6 — are
under construction. Allsix
will have VVER-1000 reac-
tors with a total installed
capacityof 6,000 MW.

The first two reactors at
Kudankulam were connect-
ed to India's power grid in
2013 and 2016. During the op-
eration of thefirst two reac-
tors, Russian and Indian en-
gineers had done considera-
ble work to increase their ef-
ficiency  through  the
introduction of advanced
nuclear fuel and extended
fuel cycles, Rosatom said.

nucleai plant
on the cards

New Delhi: In an important
takeaway from Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
first official visit to India
since the start of the Uk-
raine war in 2022, India and
Russia on Friday decided to
expand cooperation in nu-

- clear energy, with the two

sides discussing the possi-
bility of building a second
nuclear power plant with
Russian-designed reactors,
reports Surendra Singh.
“The Indian side will
strive to finalise formal al-
lotment of the secondsite in
accordance with earlier
agreements,” said a joint
statement issued on Friday.
Modi and Putin confir-

med their intention tobroad- |
“en cooperation in nuclear en-

ergy, includingfuel cycle, life-
cycle support for Kudanku-
lam Nuclear Power Plantand
non-power applications, as
well as an agenda for engage-
ment in the field of peaceful
use of atomic energy and re-

lated high technologies.




Trump praises Gongo,
Rwanda as they sign
US-mediated peace-deal

g : -LJ.I.VE WASHINGTON, Dec 5 (AP)

IR ARG IDENT Donald
W < mp praised the lead-
& ( ers of the Democratic
Republic of Congo and
Rwanda for their
courage as they signed
ontoadealonThursday
aimed at ending the
conflictin eastern Congo and opening the region’s
critical mineral reserves to the US governmentand
American companies.

The moment offered Trump — who has repeat-
edly and with a measure of exaggeration boasted
of brokering peace in some of the world’s most
entrenched conflicts — another chance to tout
himself as a dealmaker extraordinaire on the glob-
al stage and make the case that he’s deserving of
the Nobel Peace Prize. The US leader hasn’'t been
shy about his desire to receive the honour.

“It's a great day for Africa, a great day for the
world,” Trump said shortly before theleaderssigned
the pact. Headded, “Today, were succeeding where
so many others have failed.”

Trump welcomed Presidents Felix Tshisekedi of
Congo and Paul Kagame of Rwanda, as well as sev-
eral officials from other African nations who trav-
elled to Washington to witness the signing, in the
same week he contemptuously derided the war-
torn country of Somalia and said he did he did not
want immigrants from the East African nation in
the US.




Lockheed marks
delivery of 250th t

NEW DELHI, Dec 5
(PTI)

AEROSPACE
major Lockheed
Martin has
marked thedeliv-
ery of the 250th
C-130J Super Hercules tail component manufac-
tured by a joint venture entity, and termed it a
“major milestone” in the long-standing aerospace
partnership between India and the US.

The empennage, the complete C-130] tail assem-
bly and horizontal and vertical stabilisers essen-
tial for aircraft stability and control, is a critical
component of the iconic Super Hercules, the
“world’s most versatile and operationally proven
military airlifter”, the firm said.

“Lockheed Martin marked the delivery of the
250th C-130] Super Hercules tail component
manufactured by Tata Lockheed Martin
Aerostructures Limited (TLMAL), a major
milestone in the long-standing aerospace part-
nership between India and the United States,” it
saidinastatement. TLMAL, ajoint venture between
Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) and
Lockheed Martin, was established in 2010 in
Hyderabad.

“This 250th delivery highlights the deep
collaboration between Lockheed Martin and
Indian industry and reinforces India’s growing
role in the global aerospace supply chain,” Rod
McLean, vice president, Air Mobility & Maritime
Missions at the firm, was quoted as saying in the
statement.
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Indian Army scales Ar

ITANAGAR. Dec 5 (PTI)

AN INDIAN Army team from the
Eastern Command has become
the first to scale Mount Kangto,
Amnachal Pradesh’s highest peak
at 7,042 metres, marking a mile-
stone in the countrylgng
taineering history, a defence
spokesperson said on Friday.

Approaching from the
extremely challenging southern
route, the team successfully
climbed the hitherto uncon-
quered peak, longconsideredan
impregnable sentinel of the
Kameng Himalayas, Defence
Spokesperson Lieutenant
Colonel Athul Sreedharansaidin
a statement.

Army Commander of Eastern
Command Lieutenant General

RC Tiwari formally ‘flagged in'
the team and lauded the moun-
taineers for their exceptional
courage, endurance and profes-
sionalism,

According to the statement,

the 18-member expedition was
flagged off on November 3 from
a forward base by the General
Officer Commanding (GOC) of
Gajraj Corps.

The team undertook a physi-

achal’s highest peak

cally punishing journey across
rugged and hostile Himalayan
terrain, enduring rarefied air,
severe sub-zero temperatures,
treacherous icy ridgelines, deep
crevasses and near-vertical ice
walls.

Theirachievement reflects the
Indian Army’s hallmark values of
grit, discipline, teamwork and
an unyielding spirit, the state-
ment said.

Thesuccessfulascentnotonly
pays tribute to the grandeur of
the Eastern Himalayas but also
underscores the Army’s com-
mitmentto pushing thelimitsof
human endurance and opera-
tional excellence.

“Nothingisimpossible for the
Indian Army,” the statement
added.



