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Russian oil

Counterparts

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: Calling PM

rendra Modi his “friend”, s
reliable person”, “a person
of integrity” and a good
thing to have happened to In-
dia, Russian President Via-
dimir Putin said though
there has been a slight dip in
purchase of Russian oil by
India, the overall trade re-
mains steady, adding that
“Russian oil industry con-
siders its Indian counter-
partstobe veryreliable”.

In an interview to India
Today TV, recorded before he
left for India, Putin said US
continues to buy nuclear fuel
from Russia for its own pow-
er plants, including urani-
mum for reactors, and asked
why India should not have
{he same privilege to buy oil.
" Putin highlighted defence
cooperation with India, em-

so shares technology, and cit-
@gmmmgdhrummma
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Modi and Putin have a long relationship that goes back almost 25 years.

industry
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In 2001, Modi had accompanied then PM Vajpayee to Moscow

the joint production of Brah-
Mos. On whether nuclear
cooperation is going to be on
thetableduring the talks with
Modi Friday, Putin responded
intheaffirmativeand gavethe
example of Kudankulam nu-
clear plant in Tamil Nadu
while emphasising Russia’s
expertise in developing small

nuclear power plants—some- .

thingthat India is keen on.

PM Modi welcoming Pu-
tinattheairporton Thursday

was a rare gesture, following

which the two travelled in a
Japanese SUV, and not the
RangeRover Modi uses, tothe
PM’s residence. Earlier this
year in Tianjin, they had a45-
minute meeting in Putin’s
car on their way to the venue
of their bilateral meeting on
the margins of SCO summit.

considers
rebI

odi has in the past 3
ed on the tarmac only lam
he has personally bonded well
with, including ex-US presi-
dents Barack Obama and Do-
nald Trump (first term), ex-
PM Sheikh Hasi-

na, French President Emma-
nuel Macron, Israeli PM Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, ex-Jap-
anese PM Shinzo Abe and
leaders of Gulf countries like
SaudiArabia, Qatarand UAE.
“Delighted to welcome
myfriend, President Putinto
India, Looking forward to
our interactions later this
evening and tomorrow. In-

' dia-Russia friendship is a

time tested one that has

‘greatly benefitted our peo-

ple,” Modi posted on X.

In the mesting on Thurs-
day, ahead of the annual sum-
mit, the twodiscussed waysto
furtherstrengthen the special
and privileged strategic part:
nership, along with regional
and global issues. In several
rounds of meetings that the

Modi is expected to reiterate
hismessage foran early end to
the waras India walks a diplo-
matic tightrope in its rela-
tiwthmhmmhaId
and US and EU on the other.
India is working to sign
an FTA with EU next month
and has also invited EU lead-
ers for Republic Day celebra-
tions. Brussels would be
closely watching the summit
on Friday as it doesn’t want
tnseeanyou.tcnmethatcnnld
createfriction with India.
According to govt sourc-
es, the Putin visit will go a
long way in strengthening ec-
onomic co Putinis
travelling with a large group
of business persons. Ten
govttogovt agreements in
areas like healthcare, irade,
economy, mobility and cul-
tureareexpected tobesigned.
India also expects to improve
the trade deficit with Russia
that has shot up because of
India’s oil trade with Russia.
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'Modi won't be pressured b
- says Ptm ahea of ¢

PM Receives
Prez At Airport,
Ride Together
To Pvt Dinner

Times News Network

New Delhi: Signalling Indi-
a’s intent to double down on

: itsspecialand privileged stra-
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tegic parmership with Rus-

Not for the first time this th

Thursday was the first time PM Modi received P_resident Putinat the

airport. The PM gifted Putin a copy of the Gita in Russian

vear, the leaders travelled in
the same car, to the PM’s resi-
denceforaprivatedinner.

m:miay’sspetﬂalwelm-l';;_'
me gesture is significant as Modi

most western capitals are fo-
cmedunantmmesafmeMn-

Puﬂnnnan‘ivalatthean-port

In an interview to India summi
Today TV recorded before he nat
left t‘@nlndia. Putin praised unf

,sayingtheIndianPMis st

“not someone whu gives into
pressure”, He was respon-
dingtoaquestion on whether

theUSmu#ingtarmasanf_ e

instmmen; coercion.

 PRelatedreport, P16

mit today

‘Defence ties to deepen

ariffs,

desplte US EU oppn’

‘Rolling bunker’ flies :
infrom Moscow
7hile G20-like security be-
ef-upis in place for Presi-
dent Putin’s visit, cenfral to :

' the security logistics is his :

ker”, which can withstand :
IED blasts. Flown in from Mo- |
scow; the limo will be used for :
exigencies,sourcessaid. P16

peration, co-chaired by themi- :
nisters, underlined India’sin- ¢
tent to retain its sirategic :

autonomy despite mounting |
pressurehnmtheUSandEU =
to distance itself from Russia. i

pContinued on P 16



UNSC delegation visits Syria
for first time since 1945

DAMASCUS, Dec 4 (AP)

A DELEGATION of representativgétrom the 15 member states
of the United Nations SecurityCouncil visited Syria Thursday
for the first time since the géuncil’s founding in 1945.

The visit com@g just al€ad of the one-year anniversary of the
fall of former Syri esident Bashar Assad in a lightning rebel
offensive. It marks the country’s continued reintegration into
the international fold under its new government headed by
former Islamist insurgent leader and now interim President
Ahmad al-Sharaa. Samuel bogar, permanent representative
of Slovenia to the U.N. And president of the Security Council,
said the delegation had come to “build trust,” adding that “I
hope that today we made a step forward.” He said the delega-
tion had met with al-Sharaa, Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shibani
and other cabinet members. The group also met with local UN
staff, Syrian civil society and religious leaders, and communi-
ties affected by sectarian violence earlier this year on the coast
and in southern Syria’s Sweida province.




UN weather agency

reports 55 pc chance of

NEW DELHI, Dec 4 (PTI)

THERE is a 55 per cent ch
ofaweak La Ninaaffectin
al weather and climat
over the next thjee
World eorological
Organisation (WMO) said on
Thursday.

La Nina usually brings a tem-
porary cooling effect on global
average temperatures but many
regions are still expected to
record warmer-than-normal
conditions, the UN climate and
weather agency said in its latest
update.

LaNina and EINino are oppo-
site phases ofa PacificOceancli-
mate cycle known as El Nino-
Southern Oscillation (ENSO). La
Nina is the periodic large-scale
cooling of sea surface tempera-
tures in the central and eastern

equatorial Pacific Ocean and is
linked to changes in tropical
winds, pressure and rainfall.

ElNino is the “warm phase” of
thiscycle. Itoften weakensIndia’s
monsoon and increases the
chances of drought.

Accordingto thelatest forecasts
from WMO'’s Global Producing
Centres for Seasonal Prediction,
oceanic and atmospheric
indicators in mid-November
2025 point to borderline La Nina
conditions.



Putin: Russia will take Donbas
region militarily or otheanSe

Also Says There
Are Points He Can't
Agree To In US Plan
To End Ukraine War

Moscow: President Vladi-
mir Putin said in an intervi-
ew pubhshed on Thursday
: that Russia
would take
full control of
Ukraine’s
% Donbas re-
el gion by force
unless Ukrai-
nian forces withdraw, somet-
hingKyiv hasflatly rejected.
Putin sent tens of thou-
sands of troops into Ukraine
in Feb 2022 after eight years of
fighting between Russian-
nian troops in the Donbas,
which is made up of the Do-
netsk and Luhansk regions.
“Either we liberate these
territories by forceof arms,or
Ukrainian troops leave these
territories,” Putin told India
Today, according to a clip sho-
wnonRussian statetelevision.
Ukraine says it does not
want to gift Russia its own ter-
ritory that Moscow has failed
to win on the battlefield, and
Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky has said Mo-
scow should not be rewarded
forawar it started, -
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Want real peace,
with _Russia,

Ima.

ce, appeasement”
with Russia, its foreign
minister Andrii Sybiha said
on Thursday at the Organisa-
tion for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE), the se-
curity and rights body seeking
aroleforitself in Ukraine. “We
still remember the names of
those who betrayed future ge-
nerations in Munich. This
should never be repeate. Prin-

ciples must be untouchable,

and we need real peace, not ap-
peasement,” Sybiha said.

He was apparently refer-
ring to a 1938 agreement with
Nazi Germany in which Brita-
in, France and Italy agreed to
Hitler’s annexation of the Su-
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Ukraine minister
detenland in what was then
Czechoslovakia. The agree-
ment is widely used as short-
hand for failing to confront a
due to speak later.

“Europe had too many un-
fair peacedeals in the past. All
of them only led to new catast-
rophes,” Sybiha said. The
OSCE, a 57-nation body that in-

- cludes the US, Canada, Russia

and much of Europe and Cen-
tral Asia, emerged as a key fo-
rum for east-west dialogue du-
ring the Cold War. Inrecent ye-
ars, it has often been deadlock-
ed as Russia has blocked
important deals, accusing the
organisation of having been
takenoverhytheW&st REUTERS

Teesasnapens ey nvu ------------

Russia currently C‘mtmls :
19.2% of Ukraine, mcludmg :
Crimea, woltl_i a“g’;;exed in
2014, all More
than 80% of DOMetsk, ahoyy
75% of KNerson and 7, !
rizhzhia, and Shivers of
Kharkiv, Sumx Mykolaiy anq
sk regions. Apg.

insunee 3 :
n discussions Withthe US
over the outline of a possible :
peace deal to end the war, Rus-
sia has repeatedly said that it :
wants control over the whole :
of Donbas — and that the US :
should informally recognise :
Moscow’s control. :
Putin received US envoys
Steve Witkoff and Jared Kush-
nerintheKremlinonTuesday, :
and said that Russia had ac- :
cepted same Us proposals on i
Ukraine. Russia’s RIA state :
news agency cited Putinassa- :
yingthatthemeetinghadbeen :
‘very useful” and that it had
been based on proposals he :
andPresﬂent'I‘rmnphadmsf
cusgedmAug “This wasane- :

Jcessary conversation, a8 Very

‘concreteone,” Putinsaid, with :
‘provisions that MoscOw Was :
ready to discuss, while others

“we can’t agree to.” Putinreft
sed to elaborate on What RUS-
sia could accept ot reject. T
think it is premature.. [t could

_simply disrupt the workingre-

gime? of the peace effort, 725 -
quotedPutmassaymg REUTERS



China massmg naval ships

ast guard vessels across East
Asian waters, at one point mo-
rethan 100, in the largest mari-
time show of force to date, ac-
cording to four sources and in-

telligence reports.

Chinaisinthemiddleof a

busy season for military exer-

cises, though the People’s Li-
beration Army has not made

any announcements of large-
scale officially named drills.

Still, therise in activity ishap-
peningasChinaand Japanare

in a diplomatic crisis after Ja- -
panese PM Sanae Takaichi sa-
id last month that a hypotheti-

cal Chinese attack on Taiwan
could trigger a military re-
sponse from Tokyo. Beijing
has also been angered by a re-
cent announcement by Tai-
wan President Lai Ching-te of
an extra $40 billion in defence
spending to counter China,
The Chinese ships have

- A satellite image shows Hainan,

the Chinese Type 075 landing
helicopter dock class ship, in the

| Phuhppme Sea, on Wednesday

'massed in waters stretching
from the southern part of the :

- Yellow Sea through the East :
'China Sea and down into the :

South China Sea, as well asin- :

to the Pacific, according to se-
~ curity officials. As of Thurs- :
- daymorning, there weremore :
' than90 Chineseshipsin there- :

gion, the documents showed.

Taiwanhasfu]lgraspof Se-
curity situation in Taiwan :
Strait and broader region and :

“can ensure there are no con- :
cerns for national security”, :
presidential office spokesper- :
son Karen Kuo said. reuters :
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.~ Germany, France
. Sceptical of US
push for Ukraine

cript of a confidential call.

:  In a report on Thursday, :
: Spiegel said that in the call i
: with Ukrainian President Vo-
: lodymyr Zelensky and other :
: Buropean leaders, France’s :
: Emmanuel Macron warned :
: thattheUScould insistthatUk- :
: rainemakesterritorial conces- :
i gjons to Russia. “There is a :
i chance that the US will betray :

: TriedrichMerzwarnedZelens- :
ErylﬂlatUS negotiatorsare “pla-
ek games»andﬂmtheshoul_d-

! b -
Sihaepereet!

cellor have :
j over the di- }
US efforts tonego- :
3 ce between Ukraine
: andRussiaaretaking, German
: ‘magazine Spiegel citedatrans-

"1qg¢99.“;idln4q@cfil FREEEEEERESS Iy

smsrasaves

llllll



