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- Xi trumps Don with mutual invitations
- amid fraying ties with Japan and India

Chidanand Rajghatta| nn

Washington: China's Presi-
dent Xi Jinping and US Presi-
dent Donald Trump solidified
: their “G-2" compact on Mon-
: day with mutual invitationsof
high-level visits even as Be-
ij ing, embroiled in fresh spats
with Japan and India, pressed
its claims on Taiwan with litt-
le pushback from Washington.
: In a 45-minute phone call,
: Xi ratcheted up the Taiwan is-
: sueafter Japan'sPMSanae Ta-
: kaichi, in her first major fore-
1gn policy address since ta-
king office in Sept, declared
that a Chinese attempt to
blockade or seize Taiwan wo-
uld constitutea “direct threat”
to Japan's security and and in-
voked the country’smutualde-
fence treaty with the US.
The Xi-Trump telecon 1§
lowed immediately, with Be-
ijing asserting it underscored
that Taiwan's return to China
is an integral part of the post-
war international order and
warning against external in-
terference that could destabili-
se the Asia-Pacific. Foreign
ministry spokesperson Lin Ji-
an said that Xiemphasised the
“one-China principle” as non-
negotiable, framing it as es-
sential for mutual trust.
Trump’s post on the call
completely omitted any refe-
rence to Taiwan that China sa-
id it raised, and instead focu-
sed on trade issues and impro-
vement in ties. S%nsm Elvﬂl'it:
interpreted itasaUS retreat
Lo TR
pressure on wen
Washington

concessionsover strategic
%miumnta in the Indo-Pa-
cific risks alienating allies and
partnersukeJapanandmdh.
Trump has repeatedly tal-
ked up US-China relations —

HOWDY G-2: Trump's post on the call omitted any refe
that China said it raised, and instead focused on trz

reciprocated where he willbe
my guest fora State Visitinthe
U.S. later in the year,” Trump  lysts
said in a post on social media,
with no mentionof thediscus-
ionon Taiwan.
4 Hours after the Xi call, Pre- nomic fusillade on China tur- .
sident Trump spoke by phone  nedout ﬁ)age blustrt;té - _ ©
with Takaichi, affirming “clo- “Xi sec Trum
se cooperation” between Was- commitment to several mee- sxnnmonfld;e J;an's amhgx
hingtonand TokyoonIndo-Pa-  tings in2026,as wellas conces- dor, an(ﬂ_ < issued s
cific security The White Hou- ~ sions from the administration nings 3 mmhllm irmlm defea ;
se described the exchange as on incredibly mgl?suous l!s{ flcr)lr :ny apa;an mvemenm
: an expo
uctive, touching on supp- ﬁfm'll‘gis;?n e i mted t S the UN .t

i reetience st dect Nov 22, where China’s envoy

China isdiplomaticallystrate-

ﬂcsom'i:ggﬂem "0 ically and_technologically W“mdemme‘l;?éﬁne". State

The sequencing suggests better off than it was a media amplified the rhetoric,
Trump adopting a strategy of  ago,” foreign affairs commen- with the Global Times editori-
balancing greatpower enga- tator Jonathan Czin Wrote Wil ol is moiyo's “reckless
gement with China — which Commmtﬂtprmg words” echoed US “hegemo-
he has characteri- Mt% econo. ny”and risked war



Volcanic ash from Ethiopi _;..1 af
flight operations: no jmpact or

Priyangi.Agarwal

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Plumes of ash
from a volecanic eruption in ;
Ethiopia, whl}tw
dia late on Monday night,
drifted away from the co-
untry by Tuesday night and
entered China.

A few planes were cancel-
led or rerouted as a precau-
tion, but flight operations
across India largely remai-
ned smooth, said ministry of
civil aviation.

The ash had no impact on
the weather and air quality of
Delhi as well as therest of the
country as its movement was
limited to the upper troposp- E TR
here. In fact, the capital’s air 11 ﬂlghts across the country i
quality index (AQI) improved = after carryingout precautio-
to 353 from Monday’s 382. The nary checks on those air-
AQI improved further to 347 - craft that had flown over cer-
at8pm. All three, though, are  tain geographical locations
in the very poor bracket. since the Hayli Gubhi volca

Thecity’sairislikelytore- noeruptedonNov23. :
main in the very poor catego- “Our ground teams are i
rytillNov28.Itmay hoverbet- keeping passengers upda- -
weenthesevereandverypoor ted on the status of their
rangesduringthesubsequent flights and are providing' ‘
six days, according to the immediate assistance, in-
Centre’s Air Quality Early cluding hotel accommoda—
Warning System for Delhi. tion. We are makmg evel;y_

Meanwhile, at IGI Air- effort to arrange altern_a
port, seven international vetravelatthe earliest sa~
flights were cancelled bet- id AirIndia. |
weenlamand 6 pmon Tues- Stressing that there Is n {3l
day, and 12 international cause for concern, the minl- 3

' ere delayed. stry said it is ensuring seam- ‘sory cen A
ﬂlgﬁ?iﬁldiasaid itcancelled less coordination with air dispersionm dels.




Arunachal
of India, g

Row Deepens As g

Beijing Insists f
It Does Not

Recognlse State

Times Nzws NErwonx .'

lki nl-'

New Delhi Arunachal Pra-
desh is an integral and inalie-
nable part of India, and this is
aself-evident fact, asserted In-
dian govt as China reiterated
its claim over the northeast
Indian state following contro- -
versy over thedetentionof an.  tic
Arunachal Pradesh woman s
at Shanghaiairport. :
No amount of denial by

the Chinese side is going to
change this indisputable rea-
lity,said the ministry of extre-
nal affairs (MEA) in a state-
ment on Tuesday. “The issue
of the detention has been ta-
ken up strongly with the Chi- "%
neseside. Chineseauthorities

: have still not been able to ex-

: plain their actions, which are




