The UN climate talks in
Brazil ended with a
pledge of more funding
for countries to adapt to
the wrath of extreme
weather. But it did not
include a roadmap for
phasing out fossil fuels.

B By Trideep Lahkar
BELEM (Brazil), Nov 23 (PTT)

INDIA on Sunday expressed
‘strong support’ to Brazil for the
inclusiveleadership of the COP30
Presidency and welcomed sev-
eral decisions adopted at the just
concluded climate summit.

Though New Delhi expressed
satisfactionwith many decisions,
it did not specifically call the
COP30asuccessindevising a pol-
icy aimed at preventing climate
change issues.

In an official release, India
expressed its gratitude for the
“High-level Statement” at the
Closing Plenary of the United
Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
COP30 here on Saturday.

The UN climate talks in Brazil
ended with a subdued agree-
ment on Saturday that pledged
more funding for countries to
adapt to extreme weather'swrath.

But the catch-all agreement
doesn't include explicit details
to phase out fossil fuels or
strengthen countries' inadequate
emissions cutting plans, which
dozens ol nations demanded.

TheBrazilian hosts of the con-
ference said they'd eventually
come up with a road map to get
away from fossil fuels working
with hard-line Colombia, but it
won't have the same force as

ffig the absence of
gin fossil fuels.

e deal, which was approved
after negotiators blew past a
Friday deadline to wrap up, was
crafted after more than 12 hours
of late night and early morning
meetings in COP30 President
André Corréa do Lago’s office.
The Indian delegation at the cli-
mate summit was headed by
Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Minister Bhupender
Yadav. The statement conveyed
India'sgratitudeto theleadership
of COP President Andre Correa
do Lago, which it said was root-
edininclusion, balance, integri-
ty and the Brazilian spirit of
‘Mutirao, meaning collective
effortinthe indigenousTupilan-
guage of Brazil.

“Welcoming progress under
the Global Goal on Adaptation
(GGA), India underscored the
equity dimension of the deci-
sion, remarking that it reflects a
recognitionof theoverwhelming
need for adaptation in develop-
ing countries,” the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate
Changesaid inastatement. Akey
element of India’s address was
the emphasis on long-standing
obligations of developed coun-
tries to provide climate finance.

The statement expressed
appreciation for the efforts the
Presidency took in supporting
India in beginning the journey
towardsa long-overdue focuson
Article 9.1 ofthe Paris Agreement.

It stated that India sincerely
hopes in the spirit of interna-
tional cooperation that promis-
esmade 33 years ago in Riowould
now be fulfilled due to the first
steps parties havetaken in Belem.



Europe seeks Nato-style pact,

higher army cap

‘Asks Russia To
Compensate,
Ukraine To Be

Reconstructed’

Brussels: Europeans have
submitted a modified version
of the US’ peace plan for Ukrai-
ne that pushes back on propo-
sed limits to Kyiv's armed for-

New draft of US
peace plan reflects
our priorities, says :
Ukraine negotiator

Kyiv: The latest version of :
the US draft plan for ending :
the war in Ukraine now in-
cludesmost of Kyiv's“keypri- :
orities”, its negotiator said :

ces and territorial conces-  US secretary of state Marco Rubio (C) attends a discussion with a Sunday, after holding a few :
sions, accordingtoadocument  delegation from Kyiv to end the Russia-Ukraine war in Geneva on Sunday  rounds of talks in Geneva. :
seen by Reuters on Sunday. “The current version of !

The document, pared < ;
fortalksontheplannféimva, Zelenskytllanksmmmas us mglamsm the document, although still

1 ; : _ inthefinal stagesof approval, :
proposesthat Ukraine’smilita- krainian President Volodymyr Zelensky sought to win back already reflects most of Uk- :
z_-ybemppedatm 000 “in pea- Donald Trump's favour on Sunday, after the US leaderblasted  raine’s key priorities,” nego- :

" rather than a blanket  atKyivamidst crucial talks in Geneva. Trump earlier said on his tiator Rustem Umerov, whois @
Truth Social platform that Ukraine's leadership “EXPRESSED ZERO  also the secretary of Uk- :
GRATITUDE! FOII OUREFFORTS," referring to his planto end the raine’s security council, said. :

‘nearly four-year conflict. A few hours later, Zelensky wrote on X: “We greatly appreciate the :

eisgrateful tothe United States, to every Americanheart,  constructive cooperation :

sonally to President Trump for the assistance that — with the US and their atten- :

( withﬂlejavellns has been saving Ukrainian lives.” arp

siacompensates damageto Uk-
raine,” the document says.
US secretary of state Mar-

‘co Rubio said he had made go-

od progress in talks, “Solthink
the takeaway from it is, I would
say, probably best meeting and

_ compensated

uding through day we've had so far in this en-
eign assets that  tire exercise,” Rubio told re-
_ porta_r_smGeneva.mrrm

tive consideration of ourcom- :
ments, which allows us to :
move forward in this joint :
process,” headded. :

“Currently, there isan un- !
derstanding that the Ameri- :
can proposals may include a :
number of elements basedon
Ukrainian perspectives and :

eritical for Ukrainian nation- :

al interests,” Umerov said on :
social media. are :

R T e L T . L ottt ey kbt

TP TR TR T



; T T ey SRR



Piyush Goyal meets
Netanyahu, talks for~

g:i _Aviv: Union commer
Industry minister pPj
Goyal on

fon in the yearsahead.
sh During his visit to Israel,
o tdtedI a  Goyal held a series of fmv?tii?&
e isittols- ranging engagements, er
Is:;é“ggbhe met President _ strengthening bilateral coope-
< ua%d m Benjamin ration across agriculture,
tam,ahGoyal o otherleaders.  technology, innovation and
i b Modil'lveyed PM Na- trade. During his meetings on
S hs warm wishes Nov 21, Goyal met with the Is-
; vahu and updated raeli minister of agriculture
im on his discussions with  and food security, Avi Dichter,
minister Nir Barkat and the foradetailed discussion on ad-
outcomes of the Business Fo- vancing agricultural collabo-
Os Forum. | i §
Inaposton
X, Goyal high-
lighted the
signing of the
Terms of Ref-
erence

1]

piyush Goyal conveyed to Netanyahu PM Narendra
j's warm wishes and updated him on discussions
three-day visit to Israel
ration. Dichter briefed Goyal
n Israel’s 25-year food securi-
- tyroad , its advanced seed-
n fﬁ provement strategies, and
w's the country’s global leader-
»c0-  ship in water-reuse technolo-
~  Earlier, on Nov 20, Goyal
commenced his official en-
lents with a meeting
Israel's minister of
my, Barkat. The two
reviewed the current
of bilateral trade




Andaman- Nicobar to study ecological

impact as tourist inflow

NEW DELHI, Nov 23 (PTI)

THE Andaman and Nicobar
Government is analysing the
impact of opening new islands
and the rising influx of tourists
in the archipelago to ensure the
preservation of
while ensuring m
openedinagraded
cials said.

The island Union Territory
known forits pristinebeachesand
mangrove kayaking tours, has
witnessed a significant jump in
domestic tourism since pre-
COVID years.

“We had a very successful
tourist season last year. We were
able to overcome the effects of
COVID-19, and last year, on an
islandwith apopulation of4lakh,
we welcomed 7.2 lakh visitors.
This year, we are experiencing
substantial growth as well. We
havealreadyrecorded 6 lakh vis-
itors by September, and our peak

season is during Oct
November,” Jygjé

erisingnumberoftourists, she
said, “Asanisland, we havea car-
rying capacity. Our advantage is
that access is limited to flights,
which naturally restricts the

number of visitors. Thatsaid, the
impact on frequently visited
islands isminimal. We are open-
ing newislands and exploring dif-
ferent niche segments.”

The tourism  secretary
explained that the Government
recently opened North Sink
Island and will continue to open
more islands in a graded
manner.
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No place for DOUBLE STANDARDS
in fight against terrorism: Modi

(R) Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva during IBSA
sidelines of the G20 Summit, in Johannesburg, South Afgi€a

faders’ meeting, on the

(PTI)

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 23 (IANS)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday e
the need for close c
tion between India, Se
Africa and Brazil in the fight
against terrorism andsaid that
there is no place for double
standards while fighting ter-
rorism.

He proposed the institu-
tionalisation of the India-
Brazil-South Africa (IBSA)
National Security Advisor
(NSA) level meeting.

In his remarks at the IBSA
Leaders’ Meeting in
Johannesburgon Sunday, PM
Modi said, “All three of our
countries agree that global
institutions are far removed
from the realities of the 21st
century. None of our coun-
tries is a permanent member
of the UN Security Council.
Thisclearly demonstrates that
global institutions do not rep-

resent world.
Therefore SSA must unani-
mously#€nd a message to the

world that institution-
reform is no longer an
option, but a necessity.”

“Similarly, in the fight
against terrorism, we must
move forward in close coor-
dination. Thereisno place for
anydoublestandardsonsuch
a serious issue. For global
peace and prosperity, wemust
take united action on this
issue. In 2021, the first meet-
ing of the NSAs of the three
countries was held under
India’sIBSA chairmanship.To
strengthen security coopera-
tion, we can institutionalise
it,” he added.

He noted that technology
plays a crucial role in ensur-
ing human-centric develop-
ment. He stated that IBSA can
play a key role in emerging
technologies, especially inthe
context of DPI and Artificial

en

Intelligence.

PM Modi proposed estab-
lishing an °‘IBSA Digital
Innovation Alliance’, where
digital public infrastructure
like UPI, health platformslike
CoWIN, cybersecurity frame-
works, and women-led tech
initiatives can be shared
among the three nations.

He further said, “This will
accelerate the growth of our
digital economies and create
scalable solutions for the
Global South. Together, we
cancontribute tothe creation
of safe, reliable, and human-
centred Al norms, This could
belaunchedat the Al ??Impact
Summit to be held in Indianext
year.”

Calling IBSA an “important
platform” connecting three
continents, he stated, “IBSA
is not just a group of three
countries; it is an important
platform connecting three

(Contd on page 5)



