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This was his first visit since the 2018 killing of
Washington Post journalist Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi

was likely aware of killing

Trump dismisses US Intelligence that Saudi Prince

Trump approved the sale of F-35%g
designated Saudi Arabia as major non- ATO ally

WASHINGTON, Nov 18 (AP)

PRESIDENT Donald Trump wel-
comed Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman to
Washington on Tuesday as the
de facto ruler of Saudi Arabia
makes his first White House vis-
it since the 2018 killing of
Washington Post journalistJamal
Khashoggi by Saudi agents.

Trumpwarmly received Prince
Mohammed when he arrived at
the White House for a pomp-
filled arrival ceremony that
included a military flyover and
a thundering greeting from the
US Marine band.

The US-Saudirelationship had
been sent into a tailspin by the

operation targeting Khashoggl,
a fierce critic of the kingdom,
that USIntelligence agencieslat-
er determined Prince
Mohammed likely directed the
agents to carry out,

But seven years later, the dark
cloudsover therelationship have
been deared away. And Trump
hastightened hisembrace of the
40-year-old Crown Prince he
views as an indispensable play-
er in shaping the Middle Eastin
the decades to come.

Prince Mohammed, for his
part, denies involvement in the
killing of Khashoggi, a Saudi cit-
izen and Virginia resident.

Khashoggiwas an afterthought
as the two leaders unveil billions

President Donald Trump meets Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince

Mohammed bin Salman in the Oval Office in Washington.

(AP/PTI)

ofdollarsindealsandhuddlewith
aides to discuss the tricky path
ahead in a volatile Middle East.

The President dismissed ques-
tions to the Crown Prince ahout
the journalist’s killing,

“Whether you like him or did-
n't like him, things happen,”
Trump said of the international
incident.

Trump, during an Oval Office
meeting with the Prince by his
side, even commended the Saudi
leader for strides made by the
kingdom on human rights with-
outprovidingany specificdetail.

“I'm very proud of the job he’s
done,” Trump said. “What's he
done is incredible in terms of
human rights and everything

fter 7 years

else.” President Donald Trump
on Tuesday dismissed US intel-
ligence findings that Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
likely had some culpability in the
2018 killing of Washington Post
journalist Jamal Khashoggi as
Trump warmly welcomed the de
factoruler of Saudi Arabia on his
first White House visit in seven
years.

But US intelligence officials
determined thatthe Saudicrown
princelikely approved thekilling
by Saudiagents of US-based jour-
nalistinside the Saudiconsulate
inlstanbul, accordingto US find-
ings declassified in 2021 at the
start of the Biden administra-
tion. Trump officials, during his
first administration, refused to
release the report.

Prince Mohammed said Saudi
Arabia “did all the right steps” to
investigate Khashoggi's death.

Both leaders also inked a US-
Saudi  Strategic  Defence
Agreement (SDA), with Trump
approving the sale of F-35 jets
and tanks. Trump designates
SaudiArabia as majornon-NATO
ally as US administration aims
to elevate military relationship,



PM Modi to visit SA on Nov 21-23

to attend G20 Leaders’

NEW DELHI, Nov 19 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
will be visiting Johannesbur
from November 21 to23 to att

hosted by Sou
Ministry of Exter
on Wednesday. This will be the
fourth consecutive G20 Summit
held in the Global South.

Atthe Summit, PrimeMinister
Modi will put forth India’s per-
spectives on the G20 agenda. He
is expected to speak in all three
sessions of the Summit, it said.

“On the margins of the G20
Leaders’ Summit, the Prime
Ministerisexpected to hold bilat-
eral meetings with some of the
leaders presentin Johannesburg.

it
I'he Prigfe Minister will also be
pag#€ipatingin the India-Brazil-

uth Africa (IBSA) Leaders’
Meeting being hosted by South

Africa,” the MEA said.

The three sessions of the
Summit include “Inclusive and
Sustainable Economic Growth
LeavingNo One Behind: Building
our economies, the role of trade,
financing for development and
the debt burden”.

The other two sessions are --
“A Resilient World - the G20’s
Contribution: Disaster Risk
Reduction, Climate Change, Just
Energy Transitions, Food
Systems”; and “A Fair and a Just
Future for All: Critical Minerals;
Decent Work; Artificial
Intelligence”.



Trade intelligence portal to open new

insights for importers, export

W “The platform
will help exporters
better utilise the free
trade agreements
implemented by India
so far,” Goyal said

NEW DELHI, Nov 19 (PTI)

THE Trade Intelligence an
Analytics (T1A) portalwillopenup
new insights for importers,
exporters, startups, and MSMEs of
the country, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has
said. Launching the portalhereon
Tuesday, he said the platform will
help exporters better utilise the
free trade agreements imple-
mented by India so far.
Developed by the Department

of Commerce, the TIA Portal is a
one-stop trade intelligence and
analytics platform that integrates
multipleglobal and national data-
bases along with macro-econo
ic indicators into a unified

provides
ctive insights on
global  trade,
and  sectoral
analytics, market intelligence,
including export opportunities,
and competitor analysis.
Italsoincludesautomated trade
reportsandtracking of trade trends
for manufacturing sectors related
to PLI (production linked incen-
tive) and critical minerals.
Vanlalram Sanga, Economic
Advisorin the department, said that

the portal has been designed

keeping the needs of the
stakeholders in mind.

“It will evolve further based on
their inputs,” he said.

The platform would also serve
asacentralised digitalhubthat con-

solidates diverse trade databases

rtups’

- both global (UN Comtrade) and
bilateral - into a single integrated
system.

Multiple existing analytics
requirements were designed and
developed into automated ana-
Iytical capabilities, which nowoffer
depth and breadth in under-
standing India’s bilateral trade
dynamics as well as global trade
flows between more than 220
nations.

Trade Watch Tower of the
portal would provide countryand
commodity-level intelligence
through specialised tools and
visualisations that allow users
to identify global as well as
bilateral trends with enhanced
analytical capabilities for identi-
fying market diversification
opportunities.
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Frings It On Par
With Israel In
Of Militan

Economic Privi
Chidanand Rajghatta | n

Washington:US President Do-
nald Trump wheeled in Elon
Musk. Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
summoned Cristiano Ronaldo.
Thecelebrityoptics atthe White
House dinner on Tuesday night
was eclipsed though by the US
president formally designating
Saudi Arabia as a “Major non-
Nato Ally” (MNNA) after the
Saudi princecommitted tonear-
ly $1 trillion in investment in
America as the two leaders con-

secrated personal ties into grea-

ter strategicalignment.

Although 20 countries have
the MNNA status, Saudi Arabi-
a’s designation marks a trans-
formational US reset in the re-
gion, bringing Riyadh on par
with Israel in terms of unlock-
ing a suite of military and eco-
nomic privileges. Speakingata
black-tie dinner, Trump descri-
bed the move as a leap forward
in military cooperation, facili-
tating the sale of cutting edge
US arms like the F-35, and colla-
boration in areas ranging from
civilnuclear technology tocriti-
calmineralsto Al

Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang
and OpenAl president Greg

— —
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MBS with the Trumps at White House

Brockman were among those
who attended the East Room
dinner. Also on the tech- and fi-
nance-heavy 140-people invitee
list: Apple CEO Tim Cook, IBM
CEO Arvind Krishna, Coinbase
CEO Brian Armstrong, Dell
CEO Michael Dell, Citigroup
CEOQ Jane Fraser, Pershing Squ-
are Capital Management’s Bill
Ackman, and Blackstone CEO
Stephen Schwarzman.
Although a White House
factsheet cast the MNNA desig-
nation and the agreements that
accompanied it as an “America
First” strategy that would fill
US coffers and galvanise the
economy, a raft of deals, inclu-
ding a sweeping Strategic Defe-
nce Agreement, also rehabilita-
ted a country long viewed with
suspicion in Washington for the
roleof itsnationalsinthe9/11at-
tack and its mediaeval outlook.
The factsheet alsonoted that the
defence agreement secures new
burden-sharing funds from Sau-
di Arabia to offset America’s

- - ."

Trump designates Sauds
dS major no

to ally

costs, while making it easier for
USdefence firmstooperate Insl-
de the kingdom.

Wearing the traditional Ar-
abdishdasha (robe)and ghutra/

egal (headscarf with cord), and
joking that betters who wagered

he’d wear a black suit would lose
money, Salman responded to
Trump’s touchy-feely outreach

‘that broke the royal protocol th-

attheprinceisnottobetouched,
pledging a trillion dollar invest-
ment that Trump lapped up.
While sceptics questioned
the numbers given that Saudi
Arabia’s GDP itself is just $11
trillion, MAGA partisans poin-
ted to the riches of the Saudi’s
Public Investment Fund (PIF),
one of the largest sovereign we-
alth funds in the world with mo-
re than $1 trillion in assets un-
der management. Still the$1tril-
lion commitment is expected to
crimp other Saudi pledges, in-
cluding in India, where the Sau-
di PIF recently bumped up its
commitment from $10 billion to
$100 billion. Lolly aside, the US-
Saudi clinch is bound to cause
geopolitical reverberations be-
yond the Middle East, going up
to India and China which have
both invested in ties with the
Gulf monarchies. For New Del-
hi, the big question will be how
the infusion of cutting edge US
arms and technology into Saudi
Arabia will fit into Riyadh’s mu-
tual defence treaty with Islama-
bad, which enjoins both sides
(Saudi and Pak) to defend each
other if the other is attacked.
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~ Nitish to take oathas
'CM for 10th

PM Will Attend; =i

20 Ministers May
- BelInducted

: Patna/New Delhi: Nitish Ku-

: mar is set to take oath for an

: unprecedented 10th time as Bi-

: har CM on Thursday after lea-

¢ dinghis party, JDU, and the go-

: verning bloc, NDA, to their se-

¢ cond-best performance in the

: state, proving his resilience

. and popularity in an election

: where he was perceived as a

: yulnerablelink in thealliance.
Nitish and his ministerial
: colleagues will be sworn in at
. p EDIT PG: What SIR does

: not get about votes, P 16

: thehistoric Gandhi Maidan —
¢ the sprawling venue of his in-
: auguration in2005,andlater in
: 2010 and 2015, before he chose
the sober precincts of the Raj
Bhawan as he swung between
alliances and his stock fell. PM

Narendra Modi, Union mini-
sters Amit Shah and Rajnath

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CM-designate Nitish Kumar with (L to R) Union minister Dharmendra

L2 o,

Pradhan, JDU’s Rajiv Ranjan ‘Lalan’ Singh, BJP's Vijay Kumar Sinha and
Samrat Choudhary, after being elected leader of NDA in Bihar

AIMIM won 3/5 highest women turnout seats
IMIM walked away with three of the five seats with the hig- :
hest turnout of women voters —Kochadhaman, Baisi and :

Amour — while JDU (Thakurganj) and BJP (Pranpur) bagged :
one each, reports Bharti Jain. NDA partners won four of the :
five seats that accounted for both the maximum as wellasmini-
mum deletions of ineligible electors under the special intensi- :
verevision of voterrollsin thestate. Congress bagged Kishang-
anj, which had recorded thefifth highest voter deletions. P8

Singh and several CMs, and al-
lies such as N Chandrababu
Naidu and Eknath Shinde will
attend the ceremony.

Sources said around 20 le-

gislators may be swornasmi- :
nisters against a maximum :
strength of 36.

» Continuedon P 10
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