‘New military station in Assam to
boost horder security, mtelllgence

GUWAHATI, Nov 12 (PTT)

AMID  apprehensions  of
increased cross-border crimes,
activities by fundamentalist
groups and alleged attempts by
the Bangladesh caretaker
Governmentto create “pressure”
on the ‘chicken’s neck’ corridor
that connects the North East
the rest of Indidnthe upg¥iing
Armybasein Assam I1ds assumed
special significance, experts said.

Such a facility will boost bor-
dersecurityand help the author-
ities concerned enhance intelli-
gence, they said.

Barely 40 km from the IB with
Bangladesh, the  Lachit
Borphukan Military Station is
being set up by the Indian Army
at Bamunigaon in Assam’s
Dhubri district - the first one in
the western sector of the State.

Lieutenant General RCTiwari,
General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief, Eastern Command, laid
the foundation stoneforthe facil-
ity last week during a visit to for-
ward areas. “The decision to set
up the camp is a welcome one
dueto the prevailingsituation in
Bangladesh,” Brigadier (retd)
Ranjit Kumar Borthakur told PTL.

The closest military camps
were previously in Cooch Behar
in West Bengal and Tamulpur in
Assam. “The one in Dhubri will
help the Army in strengthening
its Intelligence network, be it
human or signal intelligence,”
he said. Defence spokesperson
Lt Col. Mahendra Rawat under-
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The Lachit Borphukan Military Station

is being set up by the Indian Army at
Bamunigaon in Assam’s Dhubri district

scored the importance of the
camp and said that it will
enhance operational capabili-
ties and infrastructure of the
Indian Army in the region.

“It will help monitor activities
in theareaand alsolend anaddi-
tional sense of security to the
locals,” hesaid. The new military
station under the Tezpur-based
4 Corps will be able to house
1,200-1,500 personnel, and pre-
fabricated huts are being
installed for early completion of
the facility, another Army official
said. “Theland was handed over
by the Assam Government with-
in one or two months, and work
is on to operationalise the facil-
ity at the earliest. A para-com-
mando unit will also bestationed
there,” he added.

“The Lachit Borphukan
Military Station stands as a tes-
tament to the synergy between

the Armed Forces and the State
administration, reflecting the
shared vision of national secu-
rity and regional development,”
Lt Col. Rawat emphasised.
Stressing its significance from
a security aspect, Brig. (retd)
Borthakur said, “Since the care-
taker Government has come into
power in Bangladesh, their atti-
tude has tremendously hardened
against India. The frequent high-
level visits of politicians as well
as Defence Ministry personnel
from Pakistan are of great con-
cern.” He also mentioned state-
ments by Bangladesh caretaker
Yunusregarding India, especial-
ly his comments on the Siliguri
corridor or ‘chicken’s neck’, and
allowing China to activate
Lalmonirhat airfield, which is
close to this 22-km corridor that
serves as the link between the
North East and the rest of India.
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~ India aims to byj]q world’s

deepest

U.Teionmayam
@timesofindia.com

Chennai: India is aiming to
build the world’s deepest un-
derwater research station at
a depth of 6km in the Indian
Ocean by 2050, a top scientist
has said. Chennai-based Na-
tional Institute of Ocean
Technology (NIOT) will
spearhead the technology as
part of its Vision 2047 road-
map, and a team has already
begun groundwork for the
project. When the station is
*deployed, scientiStewill cori:
duct experiments, observe
marine life through 360-de-
gree transparent walls, and
test how humans can endure
lifeunderwater, -
NIOT Director Balaji Ra-
makrishnan said they first

plantobuild a stationata500-

metre depth to demonstrate
the technology, allowing
threescientists tostay under-
water for a day or more with
advanced life-support sys-
tems. “It will have a docking
facility for a vehicle that will
carry thescientistsandbring

themback. There will be mul-

tiple levels of safety for both

the vehicle and the fixed sta-

tion. The station will be a

habitat much like the Inter- - ing
national Space Station in the

2050
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Station is deployed, scientists will conduct experiments,

've marine life through 360-degree transparent walls, and test
ow humans can endure life underwater

sky where scientists can ob-
serve the life around them in
the water,” he said on the
sidelines of NIOT’s 32nd -
Foundation Day;

For comparison, Florida
International University's
Aquarius Reef Base, the

mersible capable of carry-
ing three people to depths of
6,000 metres.

. Similar to the submersi-
ble, the habitat will require
complex engineering to
withstand immense pres-
sure and enable docking

world's only existing under- with a vehicle ferrying re-
sea lab, lies at just 19metres  searchers from the surface.
of depth near Florida. : “It is a very complex de-

China is developing a
deep-water “space station”
in the South China Sea, ex-

sign involving an ability to
rise to the surface for main-
tenance. When redeployed,

Pected to be ready by 2030. it should be able to easily sit
Ramakrishnan said a on theseafloor,” said Ramak-
team is already working on  rishnan While the 500-
the conceptual design. metre station may be de-
The underwater habitat ployed within the Indian Ex-
willdraw ontechnologiesbe-  clusive Economic Zone, a fy.
developed for Matsya ture 6,000-metre station may
6000, India’s manned sub- oOperate in the Indian Ocean_
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-airbase close to the fron-

4

- led ‘Poorvi Prachand

Prahar’ is now under
- way in Arunachal Pra-
- deshontheeasternfront.

3,488-km LAC underscore the

Ladakh alrbase close to

China border ac

Itaiat.Pandrt@timespﬁndia;com

New Delhi: In a maj orboos-f
ter shot for military capabiliti-

esin eastern Iadakh , I p

tlonahsedrtsnewNyoma ol

tier with China, evenasa
large Army exercise cal-

Ivated

etrustdeﬁcn onthe gro-

high,” a senior
cer told TOI. “With no de-

esca]anon along LAC, troops

b

IAF chief ACM A P Singh flew a Super

The developments at Hercules from Hindon to Nyoma airbase

the opposite ends of the

maintained e lhlg the Chin

' ﬂ.onuen “There is ongoing re-

' wi]l contmue tobeforward de-
- ployed for 6th successive win-
-ter since multiple Chinese in-

cursions into eastern Ladakh
in April-May 2020,” he said.

»Related report, P 22



