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Bihar polls 2nd phase today

GAYA, Nov 10 (IANS)

THE stage is set for the second
phaseofthe Bihar Assemblyelec-
tions, scheduled to be held on
November 11. All necessary
arrangements have been com-
pleted at the dispatch centre in
Gaya, from where polling partie
will soon depart on Monday j#
their respective polling stg
carrying EVMussang
election materials.

The battle lines have been
drawn, positions taken, speech-
esdelivered, and the dice cast—
campaigning for thesecond and
finalphase ofthe Assemblyelec-
tionshasofficially concluded. As
Bihar enters the 48-hour silence
period,leadersacross partylines
are reviewing feedback from the
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Officials carry EVMs and polling materials as part of preparations
on the eve of the second phase of voting in the Bihar Assembly

elections , in Gaya, on Monday.

(PTI)

first phase to refine their strate-
gies and maximise gains in this
high-stakes political contest.

A total of 122 constituencies
across 20 districts will go to the

polls in this phase. In compari-
son, 121 seats across 18 districts
werecontested inthe first phase.
This time, 1,302 candidates are

(Contd on page 5)
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130th Gonstitution amendment bill

Trying to ensure representation of all in JPC: LS Speaker

KOHIMA, Nov 10 (PTI)

LOK Sabha Speaker Om Birla on
Monday said that he was striv-
ing to ensure all parties are rep-
resented in the joint parliamen-
tary committee on the 130th
Constitution Amendment Bill
seeking the removal of a Prime
Minister, Chief Ministers and
ministers under arrestfor30days
straight on serious charges.

Addressingapressconference
here, the LokSabha Speakersaid
parliamentary panels should not
be viewed through the prism of
poljtics asthesecommittees dis-
cussissuesrising above polmcal
lines. “We are mak
ensure all political parties are
represented in the committee,”
Birla told reporters here.

The panel is expected to be
constituted soon.

Several Opposition parties,
such as the Congress and
Trinamool Congress, have decid-
ed not to be part of the Joint
Committee of Parliament to
examine the 130th Constitution
Amendment Bill.

This constitutionamendment
bill and two other proposed leg-

Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association (CPA), India Region,
Zone-lll Conference, at the
Nagaland Legislative Assembly,
in Kohima on Monday. (PT1)

islations wereintroduced on the
last day of the Monsoon Session
of Parliament on August 20. A
motion was adopted by the Lok
Sabha to refer the three bills to
aJoint Committee of Parliament.

Breaking ranks with other
Opposition parties, NCP-SP has

decided to be part of the 31-
member Committee. YRSCP, too,
is expected to be a part of it.

“These committees are like
mini-Parliament as members
discussissuesrising above polit-
ical lines. These should not be|
viewed from the prism of poli-
tics; we are trying to ensure par-
ticipetion of all political parties,”
fla told reporters when ques-
tioned on the delay in settingup
the panel.

Oppositionleaders argue that
the Bills violate the fundamen-
tal principle of law of a person
being innocent until proven
guilty and resort to automatic
sacking of the Prime Minister,
Chief Ministers and ministers if
theyfail toget bail withinamonth
ofarrestinserious criminal mat-
ters.

The Government contends
that the draft law was necessary
asArvind Kejriwal refused to quit
as Delhi Chief Minister despite
his arrest in a criminal case.

The Lok Sabha Speaker is in
Kohimato preside overthe22nd
annual Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association India
Region Zone III Conference.



ISRO delegation’s
visit to Mauritius
boosts bilateral
space cooperation

PORT LOUIS, Nov 10 (IANS)

IN A significant step
towards enhancing bilateral

Research isation
(ISRO)

India- Mauritius Joint
Satellite initiative.

According to the Indian
High Commission in Port
Louis, the delegation held
technical sessions with the
Mauritius Research and
Innovation Council (MRIC)
and conducted the 4th Joint
Working Group meeting for
the Satellite.

They also conducted a
half-day collaborative
workshop focusing on the
Joint Satellite, which was
attended by the Mauritian
Minister of Tertiary
Education, Science and
Research, Kaviraj Sukon,
the Indian Deputy High
Commissioner to Mauritius,
Aparna Ganesan and other
officials,

Earlier in March, during
his visit to Mauritius, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
held comprehensive and
productive discussions with
his Mauritian counterpart
Navinchandra Ramgoolam
on the entire gamut of
bilateral relations between
Mauritius and India.

The two leaders noted
that the ongoing space
cooperation has immensely
benefited both countries
and reflected India’s com-
mitment to its special ties
with Mauritius. Prime
Minister Ramgoolam con-
veyed his appreciation to
the Government of India for
its support towards the
joint development of a
satellite for Mauritius and
acknowledged that this
cooperation is a testament
to India’s unwavering sup-
port for Mauritius on its
developmental journey.

In order to further deep-
en cooperation in the space
domain, both leaders
agreed to work closely
towards the successful
development and launch of
the India-Mauritius satel-
lite, including requisite
training for Mauritian sci-
entists and experts at ISRO.
They also committed to
support the implementa-
tion of weather and climate
forecasting systems at dif-
ferent temporal scales.



Mitra Shakti: India-Lanka
military exercise begins
in Karnataka’s Belagavi

B The Indian contingent
of 170 personnel is
being represented
mainly by troops fro
the Rajput Regi
135 personn
the Ga
of Sri Lanka

NEW DELHI, Nov 10 (PTI)

egiment,

INDIA and Sri Lanka on Monday
kick-startedatwo-week military
exercise in Karnataka's Belagavi
as partofeffortstoenhanceinter-
operability.

The scope of the 11th edition
of ‘Mitra Shakti’ exerciseincludes
synergisingjoint responses dur-
Ing counter-terrorist operations,

the Indjaff Army said.

ndian contingent of 170
sonnel is being represented
mainly by troops from the Rajput
Regiment, while the Sri Lankan
side is being represented by 135
personnel from the Gajaba
Regiment, it said.

Twenty personnel from the
Indian Air Force and 10 from Sri
Lankan Air Force are also par-
ticipating in the exercise.

“Both sides will practice tac-
ticalactions such as raid, search
and destroy missions, heliborne
operations, etc,” the Army said.

Exercise Mitra Shakti will
also involve employment of
drones and counter unmanned
aerial systems besides helicop-
ters, it said.



Maldives inaugurates airport built
with assistance from India

MALE, Nov 10 (PTI)

MALDIVES President Moha
Hanimaadhoo Internatio
the Indian Governme

uizzu has inaugurated the
Airport, a project funded under
Line of Credit assistance, calling it a
“gateway to prosp " for the country’s north.

Muizzmjina ated the airport on Sunday and described it
asa “catalyst forunlockingthe potential of the northern Maldives
and enhancing global connectivity”, according to a statement
by the President’s Office. Calling it a “gateway to prosperity”
for the north, he said, “This is not just an airport, it is a sym-
bol of economic transformation.” Muizzu said that the newly-
opened airport would bring further advancement to tourism,
agriculture, fisheries, and the economy, as well as social devel-
opment to the north, the Sun.Mv news portal reported.

The inauguration was attended by Indian Civil Aviation
Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu and senior officials from
both nations. Speaking on the occasion, Muizzu said the air-
port serves as a monument that testifies to the strength of
Maldives-India ties as the countries mark 60 years of diplo-
matic relations this year, news portal Edition.Mv reported.



NEW DELHI, Nov 10 (IANS)

TROOPS of the Spear Corps,
Indian Army, inducted and val-
idated the use of drones in high-
altitude operations like mijps
laying and casuafty™evaClation
using modified stretchers in
Arunachal Pradesh, an official
said on Monday.

“The exercises also included
casualty evacuation using mod-
ified stretchers, aerial induction
of 120 mm mortars and contin-
gency drills integrating
unmanned systems with secure
communication networks,
enhancing operational agility,”
said an official on X. “Troops of
#SpearCorps inducted and
deployedspecialised drones, val-

Troops of the Indian Army’s Spear Corps operate a drone during an

exercise in Arunachal Pradesh.

(@Spearcorps/X via PTI)

idating their role in high-altitude
operations. Mine-laying drills
werealsoconducted intheremote
valleys of #Arunachal Pradesh.
In another message on X, an
official said, “Under the aegis of

#SpearCorps, Dao Eagles, in col-
laboration with #ITBP, conduct-
ed joint training and capability
development exercises, logistics
vehicle fleet maintenance and
interoperability.”



killed in blast near Red For

NEW DELHI, Nov 10 (11

A HIGH-INTENSITY explosion
ripped througha carparked near
the Red Fort metro station on
Monday evening, gutting sever-
al vehicles and killing at least

Blast occurred in a
moving Hyundai i20
car in which three
people were sitting.
We have not found
any pellet or
puncture in the
body of the injured,
say police sources

eight people, officials said,
Twenty-four people were
injured in the blast that ook
place on a busy evening when
the area was milling with pen-
ple. The injured were taken o
the LNJP hospital a few kilome-

tres away.
Videos shared by the Chandni
Chowk Traders' Association

showed the magnitude of the
blast. Abody could beseen lving
ona vehicle.

Another video showed abody
Iying on the road.
Eyewitnesses said body parts

could be seen scattered near the
hlast site.

A high alert has been sound-
edin Delhi. len fire tenders were
rushed to the spot with police
cordoning off the area, the Delly
Fire Services said, The

in the name of one
Nadeem Khan and
bore a Haryana
number plate.

Six cars, two
erickshaws and one
autorickshaw were
gutted in the fire

control by 7.29 pm.

“Six cars, lwo erickshaws
and one autorickshaw were
gutted in the fire,” said a fire
department official.

(Contd on page 5)

NEW DELHI, Mow 10 (PTT

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi said he has reviewed
with Home Minister Amit
Shah and other officialsabout
the situation following the
explosion near the Red Fort,
andassured peoplethat those
affected are being assisted by
the authorities,
“Condolences tothosewho
have lost their loved ones in
the blastin Delhi earlier this
evening. May the injured
recover at the earliest,” M
ModisaidonX. “Thoseaffect-
ed are being assisted by
authorities, Reviewed thesit-
uation with Amit Shah Jiand
other officials,” he added.




