





Wildlife panel
clears 13 defence,
paramilitary
projects in
Ladakh, Arunachal

NEW DELHI Nov 7 (PTI)

THE Standing Committee
of the National Board f

in high-altitude
| protected areas of Ladakh
and one in Arunachal
Pradesh, according to the
minutes of its 86th meeting.

The proposals, submitted
by the Ministry of Defence,
the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) and the
Border Roads Organisation
(BRO), include new border
outposts, a brigade head-
quarters, ammunition stor-
age and training facilities
and bridge and culvert
works. The committee has
approved these projects
with strict environmental
safeguards to protect fragile
Himalayan ecosystems.

According to the minutes,
the committee has recom-
mended the use of 0.37
hectare of the Eco-Sensitive
Zone of the Eaglenest
Wildlife Sanctuary in
Arunachal Pradesh for the
construction of a 158-
metre-long permanent
bridge on the Balipara-
Charduar-Tawang road
under Project Vartak.

The area lies within a
global biodiversity hotspot
and an important elephant
corridor. The proposal was
cleared with a mitigation
plan that includes con-
struction only during day-
light hours, speed-control
measures and waste and
noise management.

In Ladakh, several major
defence projects were
approved inside the
Changthang Cold Desert
and Karakoram (Nubra-
Shayok) wildlife sanctuar-
ies. These include the
establishment of a 315 Field
Workshop Company at
Chushul, spread over 3.7
hectares, to support the 142
Infantry Brigade deployed
near LAC.
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$1bn deal
engine

India inks

Rajat Pandit
& Chethan Kumar | rny

for 113 Tejas

New Delhi/Bengaluru; In-

dia on Friday inked an over

$1 billion (Rs 8,900 crore)
deal with US major eral
Electric (GE) for another 113
jet engines to power the
much-delayed indigenous
Tejas Mark-1A fighters. This

may to some extent assuage

the Donald Trump adminis~ range air-to-air missiles and

tration amid tariff tensions.
The delivery of the 113
new GE-F404 engines to de-
fence PSU Hindustan Aero-
nautics will take place in the
2027-2032 timeframe, adding
to the delayed supply of 99
engines ordered under a Rs
5,375 crore deal in Aug2021.

With the deal being inked .

in Bengaluru, HAL chief DK

Sunil told TOIL, “We have 11

Tejas aircraft ready, includ-
ing four fitted with new GE
engines. We are moving to-
wards certification, and the
aim is to deliver the first 10

jets to IAF by the end of

March next year.”

Tejas Mark-1A production
has also been hobbled by
pending trials of Astra be-
yond visual range air-to-air
missiles, the advanced short-
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The dgj;.-a-’ry of the GE-F404 engines to defence psy Hind ey
Aeroitautics will take place in the 2027-2032 timeframe ustan

laser-guided bombs as well as
their integration with the Is-
raeli-origin Elta ELM-2052ra-
dar and fire control system.
Down to just 29 fighter
squadrons when 42.5 are au-
thorised, IAF is banking up-
on 180 ‘improved’ fourth-gen-

- eration Tejas Mark-1A fight-

ers to shore up its depleting
numbers. Pakistan has 25 fig-
hter squadrons and is slated
to get at least 40 J-35A fifth-

generation Chinese stealth

jets. China has over four
times the number of fighters,
bombers and force-multi-
pliers as compared to India.
The first contract for
Tejas Mark-1A fighters was in
Feb 2021 for Rs 46,898 crore,
while another 97 were or-
dered for Rs 66,500 crore on
Sept25this year. Deliveries of

the83jetsareyet to begin.
“Engines have the most
lead time. Keeping that in
mind, we started negotia-
tions for the 113 new engines
with GE even before we in-
ked the 97 Tejas contract
with IAF,” Sunil said. He
added, “Results of the data
from trials involving Astra
and ASRAAMsarebeingana-

lysed. InNovandDec, weplan

tobegin bombingtrials.1f GE
delivers10 engmesmt‘mg'g
don't see any reason for €8 oy
in handingover aireref

1S L
thegf]? figlalso negotiating

around $1.5
Tejas Mark-2 fighter







