SIR of electoral rolls begin in 12 States, UTs

NEW DELHI, Nov 4 (PTI)

ELECTION Commission’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
ofvoters' listcommenced in nine
States and three Union Territories
on Tuesday with the TMC dub-
bing the exercise as a “con job”
by the “compromised” poll body.

The electoral roll cleanup
exerciseisalso beingopposed by
the ruling DMK and its allies in
Tamil Nadu.

The Election Commission (EC)
said its booth-level officers
(BLOs) have fanned out to
hand over semi-filled enumera-
tion forms to electors and will
also help them fill the required
document, According to the
schedule announced hg the poll
authority, SIR will begin Wigh the
enumeration stage and con
ue till December 4.

The EC will release the draft
electoralrolls on December9,and
the final electoral rolls will be
published on February 7.

The 12 States and UTs where
the second round of SIR will be
conducted arethe Andamanand

TMC calls exercise a ‘con job’
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level officer (BLOs) gives enumeration forms to voters

as the Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls begins

in West Bengal, in Bardhaman, West Bengal, on Tuesday.
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Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh,
Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and West

Bengal. Among these, Tamil
Nadu, Puducherry, Kerala and
West Bengal will go to polls in
2026. In Assam, another State
where polls are due in 2026, the

revision of electoral rolls will be
announced separately as a
Supreme Court-supervised exer-
cisetoverifycitizenship is under-
way in the State. Also, a separate
provision of the Citizenship Act
was applicablede Assam.

After Bile® this is the second
roug® ot SIR. The State’s final
voter list with nearly 7.42 crore
names was published on
September 30. The SIR began in
West Bengal amid soaring polit-
ical temperatures over the exer-
cise in the State, The exercise
turned into a political battle-
ground, pittingthe BJP'scloutand
the poll body’s push for “trans-
parency” against the Trinamool
Congress' grassroots resistance
aheadofthe 2026 Assembly polls.

While the BJP has welcomed
the SIR as a step towards ensur-
ing greater transparency in the
electoralrolls, the ruling TMChas
questioned its timingand intent,
allegingthat the ECisactingunder
pressurefrom the party to manip-
ulate the voter list ahead of the
State elections next year.

(Contd on page 5)



GOAS visits Kharga Gorps, reviews

NEW DELHI, Nov 4 (IANS)

CHIEF of Army Staff (COAS)
General Upendra Dwivedi con-
tinuesto assess theIndian Army’s
operationalreadiness across var-
ious formations. After recently
visiting several border areas, the
Army Chief has examined mul-
tiple aspects of preparednegs,
including drone warfare gffpa-

g rmy, General

°d the Kharga
Corps, where he conducted a
detailed review ofits operational
preparedness. During the visit,
he was briefed on initiatives
aimed at strengthening combat
capabilities,integratingcutting-
edge technologies, enhancing
inter-agency coordination, and
contributingto nation-building.
Modern warfare methods and
techniques are evolving rapidly,
moving far beyond traditional
weapons such as guns and can-
nons. In today’s conflicts, drones
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Chief of the Army Staff General Upendra Dwivedi during his visit
to Kharga Corps to review the formation’s operational
preparedness.

(PTI)

and artificial intelligence play a
pivotalrole. Additionally, robot-
icsand data-drivenwarfarehave
redefined the operational land-
scape of infantry forces. Astrong
example of this transformation
can be seen within the Kharga
Corps, where drone technology

hasbeen extensivelydeployedto
enhance tactical efficiency and
surveillance capabilities.

The Chief of Army Staff
reviewed the Kharga Corps’
drone preparedness and com-
mended its exceptional per-
formance during Op Sindoor.



Russian PM meets Xi

BEIJIING, Nov 4 (ANI)

CHINESE President Xi Jinping
met with Russian Prime Minister
Mikhail Mishustin on Tuesday
in Beijing, official media of both
countries reported.

Mishustin, who is on a two- |
day visit to China, held a bilat-
eral meeting in the Great He
the People in the Chinese

wasaccompamed byalarge del-
egation, including Deputy Prime :
Minister Tatyana Golikova, Chines President Xi Jinping and Russian Prime Minister Mikhail
among others, who arrived in  Mishustin shake hands during a meeting in Beijing on Tuesday. (AP)
Hangzhou on Monday.
The Chinese side was repre- PremierLiQiangonMondayand countries’ leaders offers politi-
sented by its Foreign Affairs as per China’s state media cal guarantees to relations and
Minister, Wang Yi, and others. Xinhua,thetwosidesagreedthat cooperationbetweenRussiaand
Mishustin met with the Chinese thestrategicguidance ofthetwo China.




India set to become rd-largest
economy says FM Sitharaman

NEW DELHI, Nov 4 (PTI)

FINANCE Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
onTuesday said Indiastands outasa fast-
growing economy and will soon be €
third-largest in the world.

Delivering t
Valedictory Lectur®sg
Economics (DSE) here, she said India is
moving fast on so many different param-
eters, which are largely economic.

“Of course, India and its population,
India and its location have strategic sig-
nificance, but Indiastands together today
and stands tall and stands distinctly on
its feet because of the economic strength
of India,” she said.

“What is making us literally stand out
is thefastmovement from thetenth largest
economy in 2014 to fifth and the fourth,
and now sooner, probably to the third,”
she said. She emphasised that Indians
should believe in themselvesand the coun-

try’s economic
strength.

“We, as Indians
contributing to the
economy, must
have faith that we
are achieving our
goals through our
own efforts. We
should not be swayed by those who say
our economy is not up to the mark. Who
can ever tell a nation of 140 crore people
that we are a dead economy? It’s alright
for people from outside to taunt us, but
we within the country should never decry
the efforts and achievements of our own
people,” she said.

Stressing that economic growth has
been inclusive, she said, “that is why, as
a country, we were able to get 25 million
people out of multi-dimensional pover-
ty. It's our own people’s contribution. It’s
all our contribution.”




India, Israel discuss anti-terror, trade

NEW DELHI, Nov 4 (PTI)

INDIA and Israel on Tuesday
explored ways to build a global
approach of “zero tolerance” to
combat terrorism and enhance
cooperation in areas of trade,
infrastructure and connectivity
even as New Delhi hoped that
the US-brokered Gaza peace plan
will bring durable peace to the
region.

The issues figured in talks
between External Affairs Minister
SJaishankar and his Israelicoun-
terpart Gideon Sa'ar that came
as the two sides are looking at
the possibility of a visit to India
by Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahuinthe next
couple of months.

It is learnt that the imple-
mentation of the India-Middle
East- Europe EconomicCorridor
(IMEC) came up for discussion
inthe contextofboosting region-
al connectivity.

In his televised opening
remarks at the meeting,
Jaishankar said both India and
Israel are facing the challenge of
terrorism,

“We have stood together in
testing times. And we have cre-

eeting, in New Delhi.

ar with Israel’'s Foreign Affairs
(PTI)

lar challenge from terrorism,” he
said.

“It is essential that we work
towards ensuring a global
approach of zero-tolerance
towards terrorism, inallits forms
and manifestations.”

On his part Sa'ar, on a three-
day triptoIndia, said Israel is con-
frontingthe “radical terror states”

of Hamas in Gaza, Hezbollah in
Lebanon and Houthis in Yemen.
“The eradication of Hamas’
terrorist state is at the heart of
President (Donald) Trump’s plan.
Hamas must be disarmed, Gaza
must be demilitarised.We will
not compromise on it,” he said.
Sa'ar also recalled Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's sup-
port to Israel.
“Weremember he was thefirst
world leader to call Prime

Minister Netanyahu after Hamas'
October 7 massacre and wewon't
forget it,” he said.

The two Foreign Ministers a

clence pact that will facilitate
sharing of advanced technolo-
gies and promote co-develop-
ment and co-production of key
weapon systems and military
hardware, in a major move to
further bolster their already
robust strategic ties.

The  Memorandum  of
Understanding (Mol) was
signed in Tel Aviv following a
meeting of India-Israel joint
workinggroup (JWG) on defence
cooperation.

The MoU on defence cooper-
ation was signed to provide a
“unified vision and policy direc-
tionto deepen thealready strong
defence cooperation between
the two countries,” the defence
ministry said.

“India-Israel defence partner-
ship is long-standing based on
deep mutual trust and shared
security interests,” it said.



Not opposed to new structure:
IAF chief on theaterisation move

NEW DELHI, Nov 4 (PTI)

ANY decision on creating a new
structure for tri-services syner-
gywillbebased onnationalinter-
est and deliberations on it are
underway, Chief of Air Staff, Air
ChiefMarshal A P Singh, said on
Tuesday on the proposed the-
aterisation plan for the military.

In an interactive session, the
Air Chief Marshal alsoépi
for creating ajoint structure com-
prising the three services, para-
military forces and certain civil-
ian entities to handleissues relat-
ing to use of drones.

He also dispelled perceptions
insome quarters that the Indian
Air Force (IAF) is opposed to the
reforminitiative and at the same
time suggested the new reform
measure should be taken for-
ward after careful discussions
and analysis.

“I am not saying that we do
not need another structure. We
may need another jointstructure.
But my way of looking at it is,

let’s not go by some structures
that existsomewhere elseandsay
this will fit us,” he said at the
India Defence Conclave host
by Bharat Shakti.
Air Chief Marsh
asked about th
the IAF is
aterisati

osed to the the-
plan, especially after
1on Sindoor.
et’s look at what we have
today, where did we falter, or did
we falter. If we did not then what
did we do good. Let’s make it a
more formalised way,” he said.

The IAF chief noted that
Operation Sindoor was a reflec-
tion of tri-services synergy as all
the three services were working
as a team. “Maybe this time it
was our own personal equation
with each other that worked.
Tomorrow, it may not be so.
Because we allarehumans.There
will be people with slight differ-
ences of opinion. Ifthereis afor-
malised structure, itwill help us,”
he said.

The Chief of Air Staff indicat-

ons and deliber-
the reform measure
underway.

“What should be the model
(forit), should I go step-by-step
or should I go full bore in one go.
Thisissomethingwhichisunder
discussion,” he said, expressing
confidence that the decision will
be based on “nation comes first”
approach.“Whatever decisionis
finally taken will be for the good
of the nation,” he said.

Under the theaterisation mod-
el, the government seeks to inte-
grate the capabilitiesofthe Army,
Air Force and Navy, and opti-
mally utilise their resources for
wars and operations.

As perthe plan, each ofthe the-
atre commands will have units
ofthe Army, the Navy and the Air
Force and all of them will work
as a single entity looking after
securitychallenges in aspecified
geographical territory.

Atpresent, the Army, Navyand
theAir Force have separate com-
mands.
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: New Delhi: India and Is-
! rael came down heavily on
¢ terrorism as foreign minis-
! ter S Jaishankar sough

terpar}Gi*
. who asserted

that “radical terror states”

of Hamas in Gaza, Hezbol-

i lah in Lebanon and Houth-

is in Yemen had to be up-

: rooted for the security and
: stability of theregion.

With Jaishankar back-
ing Gaza peace plan, Sa’ar
stressed thateradicationof

the Hamas terror state is at
: the heart of President Do-
: nald Trump’s Planand that

Hamas must be disarmed.
“Gaza must be demilitar-
ised. We won't compromise
onit,” said Sa’ar.

The Gaza peace plan

terrorism and

along with
ip in defence,

: partnership
trade, connectivityand tech-
i nology topped the agendaof

Jaishankar’s meeting with
Sa’ar on Tuesday. The talks
groundwork
by Israeli
Benjamin Netanyahu
this year. During his
'ar has also held

PM
later

welcomed

Jaishankar
to Is-

the return

i rael. “Ourtwonationsfacea
. particular challenge from

terrorism. Itisessential that

New Delhi: Indiaand Israel on
Tuesday inked apactto
further expand their already
extensive defence
cooperation, especially in

 strategic dialogues of mutual

interest, military training and
defence-industrial
cooperationas wellas
capabilities like science and
tech, R&D, innovation,
artificial intelligence and
cybersecurity. The MoU,
which “underscores the
growing strategic

ip” with both
countries seeking to deepen
their cooperationin defence
and security areas, was inked
inajointworking group (JWG)
meeting co-chaired by
defence secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singhand his
counterpart Maj Gen Amir
Baram (retd) at Tel Aviv. ™

#
global approach of zero-tol-
erance towards terrorism
said Jaishankar, ~while
committing to taking for-
ward strong cooperaﬁon

with Israel In .
ioultureand innovation.

raised issues 1
Indian workers 11 Israel.




- UN: Global emissions at new
peak, India logs steepest rise

World ‘Heading For Serlous Escalatlon Of ClimateRisks, Damage’

Vishwa.m

ohan
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The global green.
house gas (GHG) emission in-
creased by 2.3% in 2024, com-
pared to the previous year,
to reach a record high of 57.7
gigatons of COQ. equivalent,
with India reporting the

highest absolute increase in |

emissions followed by China,
Russia, Indonesia and the
US, showed a UN report
released on Tuesday It
warned the world is “heading
for a s\erious escalation of
climaterisksand damages”,
The global average tem-
perature is projected to rise
2.3-2.5 degrees Celsius by the
end of the century above pre-
industrial levels (1850-1900)
even if climate actions are

fully implemented under the

new mitigation goals of
countriesamid rising carbon
emissions. It means the new
climate pledgesarecomplete-
ly off target and fall short
on the warming limit goal.
The absolute increase in
emissions excludes the
emission caused by change
in land use and forest cover
due uncertainties in esti-
mates of net emission from
such factors. It primarily
calculates emissions of fos

Gel Ima

‘The report noted that among the
big emitters, the European Union
was the only one to decrease
emissions in 2024

sil CQs, methane, nitrous
oxide and fluorinated gases.

Currently, the six large-
st emitters in terms of total
GHG emissions are China,
the US, India, EU, Russia
and Indonesia. The report
noted that among the big
emitters, the European
Union was the only one to
decrease emissions in 2024.

“The 2.3% increase in to-
tal GHG emissions (globall_y
in 2024) from 2023 levels is
high compared with the

2022-2023 increase of 1.6%.1t

is more than four times high-
er than the annual average
growth rate in the2010s (0.6 %
per year), and comparable to

8 avera.ge 2.2%
odl),” said thereport.
terms of growth rate,
Indonesia showed the highest
increase (4.6%) followed by
India(3.6%). Emissions grow-
th in China (0.5% in 2024) was
lower than the previous year.
The _report underlined

' that the contributions by cur-

rent, per capita and historie
emissions differ across the
high emitters and world re-
gions. Per capita GHG emis-
sions are above the world av-
erage of 6.4tons of COzequiv-
alent (tCO2e) in the US, Rus-
sia, China and the EU, and
remain significantly below
it in Indonesia and India.
Flagging how the growing
emission and the countries’
low mitigation targets put the
Paris Agreement threshold
of 15 degrees Celsius of
warming at risk in the short-
term (within the next dec-
ade), the report — UNEP
Emissions Gap Report 2025 —
noted thattherisewillgoupto
2.8 degrees Celsius in the
business-as-usual scenario
underthe ongoing policies.
Though the current pro-
jected.rise of 2.8-2.5 degrees
Celsius is an unprovement
over the previous year’s pro-
jectmn of 2.6-2.8degrees Cel-

sius rise, the report noted
that the updated pledges are
not adequate to get the desir-
edresultof keepingtheglob-
al warming either within1.5
degrees Celsius or 2 degrees -
Celsius. Since the adoption

of the Paris Agreement m i

ment 2 degrees Ce]sits !
1.5degrees Celsius pathway
respectively “While nati
climate plans have de
some progress, it is no _
near fast enough, which

dented emissions cuts in an
increasingly tight wmdof
with an increasingly chal-
lenging geopolitical ba
drop,” said UNEP exe
director Inger Andersen.
The report comes as g‘,‘,
warning signal to gov@g
ahead of the United Nati
climate conference (COPsﬂ);
scheduled to be held in Be-
lem, Brazil, from Nov10-21.
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