Trump praises Putin, Xi, calls them
intelligent and strong Ieaders

WASHINGTON, Nov 3 (IANS)

AMERICAN President Donald
Trump lauded Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Chinese
President XiJinping, when asked
which of the two global leaders
wastougherto deal with, describ-
ingbothasstrongand intelligent
men who shouldn't be underes-
timated.

During an interview with
American media outlet CBS,
President Trump was asked,

“Who’s tougher tg _deal with,
Vladimir Putin or Xi Jinpigg?
which he replied, both lead€
are “tough and smart”.

“Look, theyre both very
strongleaders. These are people
not to be toyed with. These are
peopleyouhave to takeveryseri-
ously. They're not-- they’re not
walking in saying, ‘Oh, isn't it a
beautiful day? Look how beau-
tiful. The sun is shining, it’s so
nice.’ These are serious people.

“Before the ninth month, I
stopped eight wars. The onlyone
I haven’'t been successful yet in,
and - and that'll happen - is
Russia Ukraine, which [ thought
actuallywould be the easiestone
because I have a very good rela-
tionship with President Putin,”
the US President stated.

President Trump claimed he

had discussed theissue of denu-
clearisation with leaders of both
Russia and China, acknowledg-
ing that both nationggpossess
large stockpiles nuclear

g about denuclearisation,
and I have indeed discussed it
with both President Putin and
President Xi,” he stressed.
President Trump confirmed
his planto conductnucleartests,
saying, “We need to see how it
works. The reason I talk about
tests is that Russia has
announced its intention to test,
North Korea testsconstantly, and
so do other countries.We are the
only country that does not test.”
When pointed out that
Moscow was testing deliverysys-
tems rather than nuclear
weapons, President Trump
claimed both Russia and China
werecarryingoutsuch tests, “but
they are not talking about it.”



India, New Zealand teams commence
next round of talks for e pact

NEW DELHI, Nov 3 (PTI) Commerce and In ¥ Minister ZealandFreeTradeAgreement(FTA)
Piyush Goyalwi Aucklandthis commenced today (Monday) in
weektom sNewZealandcoun-  Auckland, NewZealand,” theMinistry
on Monday started the fourth dd McClay to review the said in statement. Negotiations in
of negotiations in Auckland for t ress of the negotiations. “The  this round are focusing on key areas,
proposed Free Trade Agreement FourthRound (November3-7,2025) includingtrade in goods and servic-
(FTA), the Commerce Ministry said.  of negotiations for the India-New es, and Rules of Origin.
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Manufacturing activity strengthens in Oct: PMI

NEW DELHI, Nov 3 (PTI)

INDIA'S manufacturingsectoractiv-
itystrengthenedin October, buoyed
by Goodsand Services Tax relief, pro-
ductivity gains and tech investment,
even as international sales rose gt
aweaker pace,amonthly surveysal
on Monday.

The seasonally adjusted HSBC
India Manufacturing Purchasing
Managers' Index (PMI) rose from
57.7in September to59.2in October,
indicating a quicker improvement
in the sector’s health, In the
Purchasing Managers' Index (PMI)

parlance, a print above 50 means
expansion, while a score below 50
denotes contraction, "India’s man-
ufacturing PMI accelerated to 59.2
in October, up from 57.7 during th

on,” said
Chief India

lystemmed from the domestic mar-
ket, as new export orders increased
atasofterrate, the surveysaid. New
orders increased further at the start
ofthe third fiscal quarter, withcom-

panies attributing gro
advertising, bu
the GST

and
oreover, the pace
ionwassharpandstronger
an that recorded in September.
Manufacturers continued to pur-
chase additional raw materialsand
semi-finished items in October,
reportedly to supplement produc-
tionandbuildinventoriesamid soft-
ening of cost inflation. On the price
front, even though there was amod-
estandsofterincrease in input costs,
the rate of inflation matched
September’s near 12-year high.
“Input prices moderated in

October, while averagesellingprices
increased as some manufacturers
passed on additional cost burdens
to end-consumers,” Bhandari
added. Meanwhile, job creation
entered its twentieth consecutive
month in October. The rate ofexpan-
sionwasmoderate and broadlysim-
ilar to September.

Regarding the outlook, manu-
facturersattributed positive expec-
tations to GST reform, expanded
capacities and marketing efforts.
They also predicted demand
resilience and hoped that pending
contracts will be approved.



India, Bahrain begm trade deal negotiations

NEW DELHI, Nov 3 {PTI)

INDIA and Bahrain on Monday
announced commencing nego-
tiations for an ambitious trade
deal and inching closer to seal
an investment pact as External
Affairs Minister$ Jaishankar held
extensive talks with his Bahraini
counterpart Abdullatif bin
Rashid Alzayanito furtherbroad-
base overall ties.

In their talks, the two minis-
ters also agreed todevelopa com-
mon understanding to com-
mence negotiations for a dou-
ble taxation avoidance
agreement (DTAA).

This would help eliminate
double taxation, provide tax cer-
tainty and promote trade and
investment, officials said.

Alzayani landed in India on
Sunday on a two-day visit with
an aim to further expand bilat-
eral ties in the areas of trade,
investmentand defenceatatime
West Asia has been witnessing
conflicts and geopolitical tur-
moil.

External Affairs IV

Jdishankar with Bahrain Foreign Affairs
Minister Abdullatif bin Rashid Alzayani during the 5th India-Bahrain
High Joint Commission meeting in New Delhi on Monday.

(PT

In his opening remarks at the
meeting, Jaishankar reiterated
Indiassupport for the Gaza peace
plan and hoped that it would
lead to alasting and durable solu-

tion to the conflict in the region,

In their talks, Jaishankar and
Alzayani explored ways to boost
bilateral cooperation in areas of
defence, security, economic,

trade, investment, health, fin-
tech, space, culture and people-
to-people ties.

The two sides also resolved to
work towards furthergrowth ang
diversification of trade ip

alks. Bahrain is an important
country for India in West Asia,
and the overall bilateral relations
havewitnessed amajor upswing
in the last few years, with two-
way trade reaching USD 1.64 bil-
lion in 2024-25,

The Gulf nation is home to
close to 3,32,000 Indian nation-
alswho comprise nearly a quar-
ter of the total population of 1.5
million in that country. India is
among the top five trading part-
ners of Bahrain.

In the talks, both sides noted
the progress made toward estab-
lishing the joint working group
on trade and investment as also
onthe commencement of nego-

tiations on a Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) between the

! ountries, the statement
aid. “These initiatives will fur-
ther promote trade and invest-
ment between both countries,”
itsaid. "Both sides welcomed the
progress made in ongoing nego-
tiationsforabilateralinvestment
treaty.”

According to the joint state-
ment, both sides also agreed to
develop a common under-
standing to commence negoti-
ations for a double taxation
avoidance agreement (DTAA).

[t said the two sides expressed
optimism for enhancing future
collaboration in the areas of
defence and security and cited
the visit of three Indian naval
ships to Bahrain last month,

“The two sides unequivocally
condemned terrorism, in all its
forms and manifestations and
reaffirmed strong commitment
to combat terrorism, including
cross-border terrorism,” the
statement noted.









