Equipped with torpedoe
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NEW DELHI, Oct 24 (PTI)

gty ANTI-SUBMARINE
=] warfare shallow water
craft (ASWSWC) ‘Mahe’,
equipped with torpe-
does, multi-functional
anti-submarine rockets
and advanced radars
| and sonars, has been
delivered to the Indian

Navy, officials said on
| Friday. /

£ o = w1 Thefirst of the eight
Navy personnel and others during the ASW SWCs being built
induction of ‘Mahe’. (PTI) by Cochin Shipyard

Limited (CSL), Kochi, is
named after the historic port town in the Union Territory of
Puducherry, and symbolises India’s rich maritime heritage.

It was delivered to the Navy on October 23, a spokesperson of the
Navy said.

Thevesselis“equipped forunderwater surveillance, Low Intensity
Maritime Operations (LIMO), anti-submarine warfare (ASW) oper-
ations in coastal waters, and it has advanced mine-laying capabil-
ity,” he said.

Ithasbeen indigenously-designed and constructed by CSL, reflect-
ing India’s growing self-reliance in naval shipbuilding. B




G launches two advanced
vessels - ‘Ajit’ and ‘Aparaiit’

NEW DELHI, Oct 24 (PTI)

INDIAN Coast Guard’s advanced Fast Pa#fol Vessels (FPVs) -- Ajit’
and Aparajit’ -- capable of multi- on roles, including fisheries
protection, coastal patrol, antieffuggling, anti-piracy and search
and rescue operatjions, weggfaunched on Friday.

The two vessels e seventh and eighth in a series of eight
indigenously built FPVs constructed by Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL)
for the ICG, the defence ministry said.

Two advanced FPVs -- ICG Ship Ajit and ICG Ship Aparajit -- were
launched at GSL, it said, adding their launch marks an important
step forward in enhancing the nation’s coastal surveillance and
response capabilities.

Designed and built entirely by GSL, the fast patrol vessels reflect
the growing strength of India’s indigenous shipbuilding capabili-
ties. “Measuring 52 m in length and displacing 320 tonnes, these
vessels are equipped with controllable pitch propellers, the first of
their kind in this class in India, offering superior manoeuvrability
and propulsion efficiency,” the statement said.

They are capable of multi-mission roles, including fisheries pro-
tection, coastal patrol, anti-smuggling, anti-piracy and search and
rescue operations, particularly around India’s island territories and
Exclusive Economic Zone, it said.

The event was attended by Commander, ICG Region (West),
Inspector General Bhisham Sharma, along with senior officers from
the ICG and Goa Shipyard Limited.
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After IWT fallout, Afghanista

KABUL, Oct 24 (IANS)

MONTHS after India put the Indus Water
Treaty in abeyance in response to
Pakistan-sponsored terror attack i
Pahalgam on April 22, now Afghani
has announced its plans to builds@ams
on the Kunar River ‘ad\goon
whichislikely to createa
in Islamabad.

Takingit to X, Muhajer Farahi, Taliban’s
Deputy Information Minister, said, “His
Eminence Amiral-Mu’'mineen, (referring
to Taliban Supreme Leader Mawlawi
Hibatullah Akhundzada), may God pro-
tecthim, hasinstructed Ministry of Water
and Energy tobeginconstructionofdams
on the Kunar River as soon as possible
and tosigncontracts with domestic com-
panies and not wait for foreign compa-

nies.”
wads

comes days after a ceasefire
ered between the two countries
wing days of hostilities.

The Chitral River, also known in
Afghanistan as the Kunar River, is a 480-
kilometre-longriverinnorthern Pakistan
and eastern Afghanistan.

[t originates from the Chiantar glacier,
located at the border of Gilgit Baltistan
and Chitral in Pakistan.

AtArandu, it enters Afghanistan, where
itis called the Kunar River. It later merges
with the Kabul River in Nangahar Province
of Afghanistan. The river system is fed by
melting glaciers and snow of the Hindu
Kush mountains. Notably, the relations
between Kabul and Islamabad have been
undergoing a turbulent phase as the sit-
uationon the Durand Line has witnessed
several clashes in the past few weeks.




Rajnath reviews Armys ‘Thar Shakti’ exercise at Laungewala bopd rpost

JTASALMER. Ot 34 (PFITy

DEFENCE Minisier Rajnath
Singh on Friday mviewed the
Trvdian Arony's Ui Shak exer-
cisenearthe Indo-Pak border in
Itnjasthun’s Jaislmer district and
Inuded the Armed Forces for
their coirage, professionalism
and operational reparedness
in desen warfare.
HMWhuuouamn-duym—
itto Jaisalmer, observed theeser-
chie at the Loungowala border
post, where hundreds of soldiers
showeased advanced combat
skills and integrated warfan
capabilitles in desert temrain
The drill featured modem
platforms, Including robotk
mules, drones, robot dogs, Ator
N1200 vehicles, tanks and heli-
copters, reflecting India’s grow-
ing focus on technology-driven
warfare, He interacted with
troaps and senior officers dur-
ing the exercise, ~Faid tributes
o soldiers who saerificed thelr
lives during the 1971 War, &t
Laungewals War Memorial in
Rajasthan,” he sald on X
Earlier in theday, the Defonce
Minister visited the historic

‘falabhishek” ot the adjnining

Mahadev temple and ted a
sacredcloth 1o a khejri tree near
the Manasa Mata shrine, a tra-
ditiona] ritual symbolising wish
Falfilment,
Singh also viewed the unex.
ploded bombs dropped by
Pakistani forces duringthe 1365
India-Pakistan  wnr,  which
remaln preserved in the temple
complex asa (o [aith
Illh.l divine protection
blessed after vi8
hnm Rl Mata Mandir

TanotMatn
der, wl\mhawm:nrmmpnnlﬂ'!
by Army ChiefGeneral Upendm
| rwivediand BarleAxe Division
Commander Major General
Ashish Khurana,

At the temple, Singh was
received by BSF DIG Jatinder
Singh  Hinji, Commandant
Neeri] Sharma and Assistant
Commundant Vikash Narmym
Singh,

Henffered prayers, performed

The energy of this

sniid on Friday even as he callod
o the milltary W never under-
estimate the adversaries and
remaln alert 1o deal with any
eventualities

In an address to top Amy
commundersin lisalmer, Singh
urged them o focus on infor-
mation warfame, development

(Center) Military's robotic mules, (8
Laungewala, in Rajasthan. (L)

i‘ur\f alrcran uurlnpme “Thar Shakti’ Capabiiity Demonstration at the historic battiefield of
i by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.

Sindoor as an embod g1 of
Indis's military prog®s and
national charng and @
demonstratingd® the soldiers
that their sa¥Eth lies not only
imweap utatsnin thefresh-

of modern defence Infi
ture, and modenisation of l.!u-
force to effectively deal wi
future challenges.

TheDefence M

comprrl ll-nnivl- l‘l:\dmk of the

Templa s S the
Defenor Minister said,

‘Never underestimate
adversaries’

OPFERATION Sindoor has given
rise to o new strategic thinking
that India responds tn any fer-

rorist activity on its own terms,
Defence Ministerinjnath Singh

SRCTIY the
tiers with China and Hannn s
well & the foress operatipnal
prepuredness.

Singh also visited lorward
arvas of Tanot and Laungewala
along  the border  with
Pakistan and wimessed a mega
exercise that showcased Army's
induction of new-age tech-
nologes.

i line andstraregicclar-
Uperation Sindoor will go
fow ein history os gotjustamil-
Ll.::'y;pmcruliun. butakion a;;:i
¢ nation’s courage
restmint,” he ssid.

“The action taken by our
frrees againet tarrorists was in
keeping with hath policy peeci-
siom and human digniry, The
apenition isnt over. Our mis-
sion for peace will continue as
long as even a single tecrorist
wiindsed remains alive," be sald,

InTespanse 1 the Pahalgam
tervor attack, ndla Tnunched
Uiperation Sindoar on May 7,
carrying out alr strikes o ror-
roist inf in teritn-

He  deseribed (O

rhes controlied by Pakisan.

Thestrikes triggered four days
of intense closhes  that
ended with an understanding
onstoppingthe military actions
o May L,

‘e Army commanders hald
detnileddeliberations onse ver-
al critical issues including grey
wone warlare and roadmap for
jointness,  self-reliance  in
defence and

\ 4 e ad

nology. i -

and remain alert and ready
always, acconding to an official
STfEment,

Chief of Defence Staff Gen
AnllChauhan, ChiefoftheArmy
Staff Gen Upendra Dwivedi,
Defence Secretary RajeshKumar
Singh, Vice Chiefof the Ammy Sl
Lt Gen Pushipendrm Singh and
all Army commanders were in
al the confernee.

Inhineomments, thrlk'fmm
Minister nndi-rlinﬂl th at

The Defenee Minister unged

tha commanders o continue

Oyperntion S
o anew siraiegic Ihinifng That
India responds (o any terrorist
aclvily on Lis own terms.
“This is New India's delonce
doctring, which embodies both
resnlve and conmige,” he said,
whileexpressinggratindern the
snldiersfor standingguami 24X7

g on defence diploma-
oy, self-rellance, informatian
warfare, defence infrastructure,
and force modernisation to
emsure a fuure-ready Ammy.

He hailed the professional-
wm, conrrage, and resilience of
the Indian armed forees and
Teatfirmed the gm-r-mmerlts

port o maininin the h.;ghmluv
elsoloperatibnal prepanedness.

Singh alsopmised the Army's
ol i ensuring pence and devel-
opment in e and Knshmie
following the abrogation of
Article 370

“Theabrogationof Articke 370
was historic. Today, the streets
there are (ilied with hope, and
nat imTest.”

“Peaple ane confident ahout
their furmre, Most importamithy,
the decision-making system is
nimwin the handsofthelocal pen-
ple. The IndianArmyhas played
g:mgiad rolein thisendeavour,”

On the shuation along the
narthemn horder, Singh stated
that the ongning talks and de-
esmlnrnnnmnwhhl}'lmhnvr

o protect the nathons integr
He exhorted them tn never

ing 0
provide state-of-the-art tech-

1 India’s bal i
sl firm foreign policy,




NEW DELHI, Oct 24 (IANS)

THE first Hindustan Turbo Trainer-
40 (HTT-40) Series Production air-
craft, TH 4001, which will train the
next generation Air Warriors, took
to the skies at the HAL facility in
Bengaluruon Friday, the Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) said.

TakingittoX, the HALsaid, “HT'T-
40 Basic Trainer Aircraft is a fully
aerobatic, tandem-seat, turboprop
aircraft built to provide basic flight
training, aerobatics, instrument fly-
ing, and night flying"

The Hindustan
(HTT)-40 is an ab-inil
craft designed to meet priff
ing requirements.

Thisfullyaerobatic, tandem-seat
turbo trainerwill feature an air-con-
ditioned cockpit, modern avionics,
hot  refuelling, quick pilot
changeover, and zero-zero ejection
seats. Built around a proven turbo-
prop engine, this aircraft is designed

First Hindustan Turbo Trainer-40 (HTT-40) Series Production aircraft,

TH 4001, which will train the next generation Air warriors at the HAL

facility in Bengaluru.

(PTI)

to exhibit good low-speed handling
qualities, enhancing training effec-
tiveness. This aircraft will be certi-
fied to the FAR-23 Standard.

The trainer aircraft has a maxi-
mum speed of 450 kilometres per

hour and a maximum service ceil-
ing of six kilometres.

The HTT-40 first flew on May 31,
2016 and obtained system-level cer-
tification on June 6, 2022. Earlier,
the IAF signed a contract with HAL

for the supply of 70 aircraft, the
induction of which was earlier
supposed to commence on
September 15, 2025 and continue
till March 15, 2030.

The HTT-40 willenhance the qual-
ity of training of ab-initio pilots of
the Indian Armed Forces.

The procurementwill also include
a Full Mission Simulator for the air-
craft, which will supplement the
aerial training, allowing pilots to
practisedifferent profiles on ground,
priorto the sorties, an official added.

HTT-40isyetanotherstep towards
achieving greater self-reliance in
the defence and aviation sphere in
line with the Government's vision
of AatmaNirbhar Bharat'.

Rajnath Singh had said, “We can
nolonger remain limited just to the
LCA Tejas or HTT-40. Now is the
time that we establish ouridentity
in the field of next-generation air-
craft, unmanned systems and civil
aviation as well."
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Zelensky urges US to
broaden Russian oil curbs

London: Ukrainian Prest-  on Russtan &

dent Volodymyr Zelensk -
- Oon Friday urged the USt(y) ..,
:. Sancuons on ’ -
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Venezuela needs India’s voice as

s a great democracy

Times News NETWORK

\ / ana Corina Machado,
l /1 winner of the 2025 No-
: ~ A bel Peace Prize, who
: has waged a more-than-two-
i decade-long campaign for the
: restoration of democracy in
¢ Venezuela, has hdile
: a “great democra
¢ “example” for othé -
: es. In an interview to Times
: Now froman undisclosed loca-
i tion(shehasbeen in hidingfor
: 15 months), Machado said In-
¢ diacouldbea“greatally” with

i whom Venezuela can streng-

thentieson multiple fronts on-

i ce a peaceful transition to de-
¢ mocracy is achieved. Macha-
i doalsosaidshe hoped tospeak
i toPMModiand “host him ina
: free Venezuela very soon.”

About India’s place in the

i world, Machado said, “India
i has been an example for many
i countries, for many genera-
E tions, of being the largest de-

{ mocracy in the region and in

“ Being peaceful
is not weakness and

MARIA CORINA MACHADO
Nobel Peace Prize Winner

struggle for freedom. “Being
peaceful is not weakness and
Gandhi showed the whole hu-
manity what that meant.”
“We need India’s voiceas a
great democracy, to speak out
for the rights of the Venezue-
lan peoplé and popular sovere-

ignty I also want to imagine

~ once Venezuela moves ahead

and we dismantle all the cri-

& that have brought so much pa-
~ in and devastation, there will

to invest not

,‘ : y in energy, but also in in-

structure and telecom.”
mchadospokeatlength
them Presidential
e s, a verdictshealleged
Isﬂ:eVenezuelan
!ﬁdnlasMaﬂuro

"u-_-j_'_u
- Qverwhnedm ing docu-
et VUV 4

Machado

sition’s victorv.
Machado recalled, “On Ju-
ly 28, 2024, we won a presiden-
tial election by a landslide. I
had been previously elected as
the primary winner to be the
opposition candidate. I won
with 93% of the votes, but the
regime banned me from run-
ning as a candidate. So, a very
courageous and honest man, a
career diplomat, accepted this
huge responsibility and hono-
ur. We won with 70% of the vo-
te and we were able to prove it.
We gathered 85% of the origi-
nal tally sheets. We digitised
them. Once we won, we offered
Maduro the possibility of ane-
gotiated transition in which
we offered guarantees. But he
refused and unleashed the
worst repression wave we've
seen in our history. Thou-
sands of innocent Venezue-
lans have disappeared. Child-
ren and women were abused,
tortured, even killed.
Machado also described
US President Trump as a “ma-
in ally” in the fight for demo-
cracy in Venezuela. “The who-
le world knows the kind of cri-
minals these individuals (Ma-
duro and his colleagues) are,
but now with firm action on
behalf of the US, and the
Trump administration, an
this coalition that has been bur
ilding with countries in Latin
America, in the Caribbean, i
Europe, I hope in Asiaas well
Maduro has started to under
stand that his time is over, over, and
that his best option istoaceeF
the terms of a l)iaﬂﬂ'ﬂ""’m,d
transition with
ttm:twehawtﬂemd-
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Upset over ad camps

cancels trade talks with

Ontario-Funded Ad Cites Reagan 87 Warning That ‘Tariffs Start Trade Wars

Chidanand Rajghatta [ nn

Washington: In an angry la-
te-night social media post
that caught even his closest
aiﬂ&itﬁguand US President
the immediate termination

AFP/FIIe photo

......

Camey met Trump twice thIs year to bl’OkEi' relief fmrn the tar1ffs. which
Trump hiked to as high as 35%. Those overtures yielded little progress

‘Friend gave $130m to pay military salaries’

resident Donald Trump said on Thursday that a wealthy

private donor has given the US govt $130 million to cover any
shortfallinmilitary salaries caused by the ongoinggovt
shutdown. Speakingata White House event, Trump said the
donor — whom he called a friend, but declined toidentify —
called the White House personally to make the offer. reuters

eies.'l‘hemmtriggeredbya-
fmmRepl.lblmmoonRonald

the US and its northern ne-
~ ighbourjust monthsahead of
- @& critical review of the US-
- Menoo-()amdaAgreement.

'ORTANT TO THE NATIO- joblossesin America.
SURITY, AND ECO- Trump accused the ad of
' THE U.S.A. Based deceptively editing Reagan’s
3 or, words, ignoring a portion
TIA- where the late former presi-
~ dentacknowledged the presi-
~ dent’s authority to impose

- security. Ho. also accused Ca-

a bitter cricket match in
..Yorkinms -the first

after a snap ele

“ment, though hisl
firmed late Thurse

targeted tariffs for national

-IUBandCanadalockedhnrns gre

ign, Trump

Canada

ked by betting
umpiring infractions -
there been so much
between the two sides.

The Canadian ad,
ched on Oct 16 and fi
Ontario's govt,
US public opinion 2
Trump’s escalating ta
Canadian exports
aluminium, autos,
andenergy —keys
accountforover
da’s $600 billion annt
with the US. “Using
ol we have, we'll ne

‘yet issued a fi




