‘Trade talks on in cordial atmosphere with
US; farmer, MSME interest will be protected’

NEW DELHI, Oct 18 {PTD)

COMMERCE and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Saturdaysaid talks between India
and the US on a proposed bilat-
eral trade agreement (BTA) are
progressing in a cordial atmos-
phereand New Delhiwill protect
the interests of farmers, fisher-
men and MSME sectors.

“No agreement can be made
untilwe take care of the interests
ofIndia'sfarmers, fishermenand
MSME sector,” he told reporters
here. He was replying to a ques-
tion about the progress of talks
between the two countries on
the proposed pact and by when
it will be concluded.

“Talks are gomg oninacordial
atmosphere,” he said. The
remarks are important as the US
is seeking concessions in India’s
agriculturesector. The Indian offi-
cial team, headed
by  Commerce
Secretar*.r Rajesh

wal, was in

week to hold lrade
talks with their US
counterparts.

The three-day
talks ended on
October 17. The teamis onits way
back from the US. An official said
that the talks were positive dur-
ing this visit between the two
sidesandanumberofissueshave

been resolved in earlier rounds
of negotiations also.

In February this , leaders
of India apgg®®1]S directed offi-
egotiate a proposed
Bilateral Trade
Agreement (BTA).

They have fixed
a deadline to con-
clude the first
tranche ofthepact
by the fall
(October-
November) of
2025. So far, five
roundsof negotiations have been
completed. Last month, Goyal
led an official delegation to New
York for trade talks. These delib-
erationsareimportantastherela-

aeen the two countries
¢ been reeling under severe
stress after the Trump adminis-
tration imposed a steep 50 per
cent tariff on Indian goods. It
includes a 25 per cent addition-
alimport duty for buying Russian
crude oil.

India has described these
duties as“unfair, unjustified and
unreasonable”. However, the
recent phone conversations
between  Prime  Minister
NarendraModiand US President
Donald Trumphave raised hopes
of a positive outcome from the
ongoingnegotiations for the trade
deal. After a brief gap, Assistant
US Trade Representative [or
South and Central Asia Brendan

tior

Lynch held talks with Indianoffi-
cialsin New Delhion September
16. In that meeting, both sides
agreed to push for an early and
murtually beneficial conclusion of
the agreement. The proposed
pact aims to more than double
the bilateral rade to USD 500 bil-
lion by 2030 from the current
USD 191 billion.

TheUS remained India’s largest
trading parmer for the fourth
consecutiveyearin 2024-25, with
bilateral trade valued at USD
131.84 billion (USD 86.5 billion
exports). [taccountsforabout 18
per cent of India’s total goods
exports, 6.22 percentin imports,
and 10.73 per cent in the coun-
try’s total merchandise trade.



Tl‘l‘h US warships de-
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1a's coast, President

Nicolas Maduro said Satur-

day a plan to defend against
whathecalled American thre-
ats isnow complete. Washing-

ton accuses Maduro of hea-

ding a drug cartel and has de-
ployed significant militaryas-
sets including stealth
warplanes and several US Na-

ployed off Venezue- |

Trump: US atlacked ,
‘drug-carrying: __

ttacked asubmarlne. and
thatwas adrug-carrying

submarine built specifically for

the transportation of massive
amounts of drugs” he sa’i_d. \AFP

ps — as part of what it
says are counter-narcotics ef-
forts in the Caribbean.
Maduro, an authoritarian
socialist has responded to the
big US military operation by
ordering exercises around the
country and positions soldiers
at the borders. “Today we have
completed all the country’s in-
tegrated defence zones,” Ma-
durosaid on Telegram.

VL LI LIISLTHTE, REUTERS

dad and Tobago cautioned
Americans Saturday to stay
away from American govi faci-
lities on the twin-island na-
tion. It was an unusual war-
ning that came as tensions
grow between the US and Ve
nezuela over deadly US strikes
in Caribbean waters targeting
suspected drugtraffickers. are

Embassy issues

oyment now ready

The US Embassy in Trini-
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Trump calls on Ukraine, Russia to
‘stop where they are’, end war

WASHINGTON, Oct 18 (AP)

US President Donald Trump on
Friday called on Kyivand Moscow
to“stop where they are” andend
their brutal war, following a
lengthy White House meeting
with  Ukrainian  President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Trump’s frustration with the
conflict has surfaced repeateci-

returned to o
latest comments, he edged back
in the direction of pressing
Ukraine to give up on retaking
land it has lost to Russia.

“Enoughbloodhasbeenshed,
with property lines beingdefined
by War and Guts,” Trump said in
aTruth Social post notlong after
hosting Zelenskyy and his team
for more than two hours of talks.
“They shouldstopwhere theyare.
Let both claimVictory, let History
decide!” Later, soon after arriv-
inginFlorida, whereheisspend-
ing the weekend, Trump urged
bothsides to“stop the warimme-
diately” and implied that
Moscow keep territory ithas tak-
en from Kyiv.

US President Donald Trump with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the White House, on

Friday in Washington.

(AP/PTI)

“You go by the battle line wher-
everitis-- otherwise itis too com-
plicated,” Trump told reporters.
“You stop at the battle line and
both sides should go home, go
to their families, stop thekilling,
and that should be it.”

The comments amounted to
another shift in position on the

war by Trump. In recent weeks,
he had shown growing impa-
tience with Russian President
Vladimir Putin and expressed
greater openness to helping
Ukraine win the war. After meet-
ing with Zelenskyy in New York
on thesidelinesoftheannual UN
General Assembly last month,

Trump even said he believed the
Ukrainians could win back all
the territory they had lost to
Russia since Putin launched the
February2022invasion. Thatwas
a dramatic shift for Trump, who
had previously insisted that Kyiv
would have to concede land lost
to Russia to end the war.



Afghan and Pakistani
delegations head to

Doha for crisis ta

ISLAMABAD, Oct 18 (AP)

AFGHAN and Pakistani delega-
tions are heading to the Qatari
capital Doha to defuse the dead-
liest crisis between them in ge€-
eral years, after more than,

of fighting killed dozg
pleandjnjured hym@redsonboth
sides.

The Taliban government said
Saturday that the Afghan dele-
gationincluded the defence min-
ister and the head of the nation-
alintelligence agency. A Pakistani
delegation was due to depart
Saturday, the national broad-
caster PTV had said a day earli-
er. It did not give further details.

Each countrysaysitisrespond-
ing to aggression from the oth-
er. Pakistanaccuses Afghanistan
ofharbouring militants who car-
ry out attacks in border areas, a
charge rejected by the Taliban.

A 48-hour ceasefire intended
to pause hostilities expired Friday
evening. Hours later, Pakistan
struck across the border.

Pakistanisecurityofficialscon-
firmed to The Associated Press
thatthere werestrikes ondistricts
in Afghanistan’s eastern Paktika

Pakistan allegedly
breached the
48-hour ceasefire
deal with
Afghanistan, with the
Taliban claiming
Pakistani forces
carried out airstrikes
on Afghan territory
killing at least 10

people.

province — Urgun and Barmal.

The targets were hideouts of
the militant Hafiz Gul Bahadur
group, according to the officials
who spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorised to talk to the
media. Pakistani Air Force raids
killed dozens of armed fighters
and there were no civilian deaths,
they added.

One said the operation was a
direct response to the suicide
bombing of a security forces
compound in Mir Ali, in
Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province a day earlier.



Newly-de

NEW DELHI. Oct I8 (PTT)

INDIA'S newly-developed
light tank achieved a major
milestoneas it fired anti-tank
guided missile Nag Mk I1.
Thetankhasbeen designed
anddeveloped by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) and

The proje
overseen by
Vehicles Res
Development Establishment |
(CVRDE), officials said.

In a major boost to [
Atmanirbharta in critical
defence technology, CVRDE |
DRDOachieved amajormile-
stone in the development of °

o i) g;!gggsgj‘;;ﬁg The Anti-Tank Guided Missile (ATGM) Nag MK Il is being successfully test-fired from a light tank developed

: ... by the Combat Vehicles Research and Development Establishment (CVRDE) laboratory of the Defence
][th{:?’gé]l;:l(: H&{g;g&gag:;ﬂg% Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). (PTI)

Singh’s office said on X.
“All performance objectives, including the range, maneuverability for top attack mode, and accuracy, were achieved,” it said.
Singh congratulated DRDO over the successful firing of the missile by the tank.
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