EAM meets Brazil V-P

NEW DELHI, Oct 17 (IANS)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar on Friday
held a meeting with the visitjg

energy, connectivity, health and
technology.

Alckminisalso Brazil'sMinister
of Development, Industry, Trade
and Services.

“A pleasure meeting Geraldo
Alckmin, Vice-President and
Minister of Development,
Industry, Trade and Services of
Brazil. Discussed the potential for
greater cooperation in trade,
investment, energy, connectivi-
ty, health and technology,” EAM
posted on X after the meeting.

OnThursday, Vice President C
P Radhakrishnan met his
Brazilian counterpart, with talks
focused on enhancing energy

External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar during a meeting
with Vi-P of Brazil Geraldo
Alckmin in New Delhi.

(PTI)

cooperation, deepening part-
nerships in pharmaceuticals,
defence, research investments,
connectivity,and collaborations
in emerging areas such as
Artificial Intelligence (Al) and
digitalisation.




3 Army personnel
hurt in attack by
ULFA(I) in Assam

TINSUKIA/DIBRUGARH, Oct 17
(PTI)

THREE Army person
were injured whe

rict early on Friday, an
official said.

The Army and the police
launched a search opera-
tion in the area to arrest the
militants, he said.

"Around 12.30 am,
unidentified terrorists fired
at the Kakopathar
Company location from a
moving vehicle. The troops
on duty retaliated immedi-
ately and effectively took
caution to avoid collateral
damage to civilian houses
in the vicinity,” a defence
spokesperson said.

He said the terrorists fled
the spot after “carrying out
speculative firing using
automatic weapons” due to
retaliation by the Army per-
sonnel. The proscribed
ULFA(I), in a statement,
claimed responsibility for
the attack as part of its
“operation vengeance”.

“No major injuries were
sustained other than minor
abrasions to three person-
nel. The area has been sani-
tised and joint searches in
coordination with the
police are being carried
out,” the spokesperson
added. The area where the
attack was conducted on
security personnel is close
to the interstate boundary
between Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh.




Hamas reaffirms its
commitment to ceaseflre

DEIR AL-BALAH, Oct 17 (AP)

HAMAS moved on Friday toshore
upitsbrittle ceasefire agreement
withIsrael by reaffirmingits com-
mitment to the termsofthedeal,
including a pledge to hand over
the remains of all dead Israeli
hostages.

Themilitant group’s St&
released in the early hours on
Friday follows a dire warning
from US President Donald Trump
that he would green-light Israel
to resume the warif Hamasdoes-
n't live up to its end of the deal
and return all of the hostages’
bodies. Hamas, however, main-
tains that some bodies were
buried in tunnels that were lat-
erdestroyed by Israel, and heavy
machinery is required to dig
throughrubble to retrieve them.

The group alsocriticised Israeli

ent

Palestinians walk among
destroyed buildings in Gaza
City. (AP/PTI)

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahuoverhis callto cut aid
toGaza, saying it was an attempt
to manipulate humanitarian
needs “for political gains.”

In a follow-up statement on
Friday, Hamas urged mediators
to increase the flow of aid into
Gaza, expedite the opening of
the Rafah border crossing with

S art the reconstruc-
1on process, especially for
homes, hospitals and schools. It
also called for steps to bring to
justice “those who committed
war crimes” against Palestinians.

The ceasefire planintroduced
by Trump had called for all
hostages — living and dead —
to be handed over by a deadline
that expired on Monday. But
under thedeal, ifthatdidn'thap-
pen, Hamas was to share infor-
mationaboutdeceased hostages
and try to hand them over as
soon as possible.

Netanyahu hassaid that Israel
“will not compromise” and
demanded that Hamas fulfil the
requirements laid out in the
ceasefire deal about the return
of hostages’ bodies. Hamas has
assured the US that it's working
to return dead hostages.



Modi discusses devpt ties with Lankan PM

NEW DELHI, Oct 17 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday discussed a range of
issues such as development
cooperation and the welfare of
Indian fishermenwith Sri Lankan
Prime Minister Harini
Amarasuriya.

Amarasuriya met Modi at 8
official residence here.

“Glad gto welcom
Minister oWz Lasg
Amarasuriva.
covered a broad range of areas,
including education, women's
empowerment, innovation,
development cooperation and
welfare of our fishermen,” Modi
said in a post on X.

“As close neighbours, our
cooperation holds immense
importance for the prosperity of
our two peoples as well as the
shared region,” Modi said.

Meanwhile, Amarasuriya on
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Harini Amarasuriya during her official visit to India. (PTI)

Friday visited the Sarvodaya Co-
Ed Vidyalaya in Rohini, accom-

panied by Delhi Education
Minister Ashish Sood. The visit

aimed to showcase the capital’s
modern school infrastructure,
innovative teaching methodsand
digital learning environment.

According to an official,
bothsidesdiscussedareas of pos-
sible collaboration, including
teacher training, vocational edu-
cation and sustainability in
schools.

During the visit, Sood briefed
the Sri Lankan Prime Ministeron
the transformative changes
brought about in Delhi’s educa-
tion system, including state-of-
the-art infrastructure, smart
classrooms, modern teaching
techniques and anadvanced dig-
ital learning environment.

Sood, in a post on X, said he
had the privilege of accompa-
nying the visiting dignitary dur-
ing the tour, which “showcased
modern infrastructure, innova-
tiveteaching practicesand a dig-
ital learning environment.”



MAHINDRA GROUP, EMBRAER
tie up for C-390 Millennium
military transport aircraft

NEW DELHI, Oct 17 (PTI)

MAHINDRA Group on Friday
said it has inked a pact with
Embraer Defence & Security for
introduction of C-
Millennium m

ort

aircraft in India.
Embraer Defense & Security
and MahindraGroup havesigned

The agreement ds upon
the memor of under-
' edinFebruary 2024

elhi, deepening the scope of
cooperationtoincludejoint mar-
keting, industrialisation and
developingIndiaasahub forthe
C-390 Millennium. Since the
signing, the C-390 Millennium

a landmark strategic coopera-
tionagreement (SCA) toadvance
the C-390 Millennium solution
for the Indian Air Force’s Medium
Transport Aircraft (MTA) pro-
gramme, the Mumbai-based
Mahindra Group said in a state-
ment. Thisagreementwasinked
alongside the inauguration of
Embraer’s national office in
Aerocity, New Delhi.

aircraft has further increased its
operator base globally.

Embraerand Mahindra Group
will work closely with stake-
holders in the country and
engage with India’s military and
aerospace ecosystem to identi-
fy opportunities for local man-
ufacturing, assembly facilities,
supply chain and MRO activi-
ties, it stated.
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Over 1,250 file nominations for 1st phase

PATNA, Oct 17 (PTI)

ELECTION fever gripped Bihar
on Friday as the filing of nomi-
nation papers for the first phase
of Assembly polls concluded,
with the ruling NDA projecting
a resolute campaign in sharp
contrast to the disarray seen in
the Opposition INDIA bloc.
According to the Election
Commission, more than 1,250
candidates filed their papgrs for
the 121 seats which go to
on November 6, and the num-
ber was likely to go up as data
wasstill flowingin fromdistricts.
In at least half-a-dozen con-
stituencies, more than one INDIA
bloc candidate has filed nomi-
nation papers and these seats
may end up witnessing “friend-
lyfights” among the constituents
unless oneofthe nominees pulls

NDA projecting a resolute campaign in sharp contrast
to the disarray seen in the Opposition INDIA bloc

out by October 20.

The alliance comprising RJD,
Congress, three Left parties and
former State Minister Muk

declare how mg

them with regard to the
constituencies, too.

The Congress agreed toletRJD
leader Rishi Mishra fight on its
symbol fromthe Jale seat, but the
domineering regional ally failed
toreciprocate witha similar ges-
ture in Lalganj where Shivani
Shukla, daughter of local don-
turned-politician MunnaShukla,
filed her nomination papers

arRaja, field-
rand old party, hav-
ntered the fray.
An RJD-Congress face-off
seems on the cards in adjoining
Vaishali as well, besides in
Kahalgaon.

The Congress may end up
fighting against CPI candidates

in at least three seats —
Bachhwara, Rajapakar and
Rosera.

Although the VIP hasstayed in
the coalition, notwithstanding
speculations that Sahani was not
happy with the deal offered by
the RJD, it may end up fighting
against Lalu Prasad’s party in
Tarapur and Gaura Bauram.

Sahani, whose party had won

fourseats in 2020, though helost
his own, has opted to stay away
from the contest himself this
time, and when journalists
broached the subject with him,
he asserted “itis not that [ want
to enter Rajya Sabha. I want the
INDIA bloc to form the next
Government with me as the
Deputy Chief Minister”.

RJDleaderTejashwiYadav, the
INDIA bloc’s de facto chief min-
isterial candidate, is seeking a
third consecutive term from
Raghopur.

Other prominent leaders
whose fate will be sealed in the
first phase of pollsinclude deputy
CMs  Samrat  Choudhary
(Tarapur) and Vijay Kumar Sinha
(Lakhisarai), both from the BJP,
besidesministers Mangal Pandey
(BJP) and Vijay Kumar
Chaudhary (JDU).



‘OUR AIM>100% domestic defence productips

NASHIK, Oct 17 (B

INDIAis logiing at taking domes-
tic defeg#® production to 100 per
ceniglS dependence on foreign
m@ftary  supplies creates
Strategic vulnerability”, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said
on Friday.

Singh said this after inaugu-
rating a third production line of
Tejas Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA)-Mk1A and a second man-
ufacturing facility of trainer jet
HTT-40.Withopeningofthenew
facility for Tejas jets, the
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL) is expected to produce at
least 24 LCA aircraft. “There was
a time when the country was
o F - - e [ : ds dependentonother countries to
i - : ' meet its defence needs, and
W — Ji— Fo ¥ almost 653-70 pEl‘CEﬂlDfﬂEfEHCE
equipment wasimported,” Singh
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh flags off the first made-in-India Tejas Mk1A fighter jet from the said in his address
newly-inaugurated production facility at Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, in Nashik on Friday. (PTI/ANI) (Contd on page 3)




B Qur Correspondent
JAGDALPUR, Oct 17

A. MAJOR breakthrough in

the fight against Naxalism has
taken plac Chharttisgarh's
Bastar division, as over 210
Maoists froni the Dandakaranya
region laid down theirarmsand
embraced the mainsiream,
marking what officials have
hailed as a decisive turning
pointintheState’sdecades-long
struggle  with  Lefi-Wing
Extremism,

The event, organised at
lagdalpur Police Lines, was part
oftheStateGovernment's com-
prehensive anti-Naxal policy
and the ‘Poona Margeyam -
from  Rehabilitation 1o

This is the largest
mass surrender in the
history of anti-Naxal
ops in Chhattisgarh

With this, a total of

288 Naxalites have
quit the path of
violence in the  dte
inlost t- _e days

Rejuvenation'  programrne.
Notably, thisis thefirstinstance
intheregion wheresuch alarge
contingent of senior Maoist
cadres, including a Central
Committee member, four
Dandakaranya Special Zonal
Committee (DKSZC) members,

Naxalites hold copies of the Constitution of India after their surrender at the Police Lines, Jagdalpur
in Bastar district, Chhattisgarh on Friday.

21 Divisional Committeemem-
bers, and several prominent

leaders. surrendered together.
With this, a total of 288

Naxalites have quit the path of
violence and joined the main-

(Over 210 Maoists surrender in Jagdalpur

stream in the State in the last
three days as 78 others had sur-
rendered on Wednesday.

TIna symbolic gesture mark-
ingtheend of aneraofviolence,
the surrendered rebels handed
over 153 sophisticated weapons,
including AK-47s, SLRs, INSAS
rifles and LMCs.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo
Sai's multi- pronged anti-Naxal
strategy emphasising peace,
dialogue, and developmentlaid
the foundation for whar offi-
cials described as “an era of
trust, security, and develop-
ment” in Bastar. The coordi-
nated efforts ofthe police, secu-
rity forces, administration,
social organisations, and vigi-
lant ritizens were credited with

(Contd on page 3)




