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IT study shows C02, methane.levels rising in Delhi, Mumbai

NEW DELHL Oct 15 (IANS)

CARBON dioxide (CO2) and
methane (CH4) -- greenhouse
gases (GHG) -- are rising over
Delhi and Mumbai over the last
few years, according to a study

Technology (IIT) Bc
Wednesday.

The study comes as Delhi is
again experiencing 'poor’ air
quality with an air quality index
{AQT) 0f201. OnTuesday, the AQT
stood at211.Delhi AQIis expect-
ed to reach 346, categorised as

methane (pghl from J05 52072
m lHTE 67191333

very poor, by Friday evening.
Mumbai also saw a dip in air
quality after the monsoon with-
drawal. Last week, the city'sover-
all AQT averaged 153, based on
readings from 25 of the 30 con-
tinuous air quality monitoring
stations in the city.
Usingremotesensing data, [IT
B researchers Prof. Manoranjan
Sahu and Adarsh Alagade meas-
ured GHG such as carbon diox-
ide (CO2) and methane (CH4) in
metro cities such as Mumbai
and Delhi. They demonstrated
that GHG levels in both cities are

on the rise and that they show
seasonal and spatial variations.
Further, the researchers also
developed city-specific statisti-
cal models to forecast the level
of GHGs. “By identifying trends
and hotspots, satellite-based
monitoring gives policymakers
evidence to target the worst
sources -- for instance, priori-
tising landfill gas capture, traffic
management in high-emission
corridors, orindustrial emissions
enforcement -- and to evaluate
thereal-world impactofpolicies
over time,” said Sahu.



" Indians on Moon: PM set 2040
as mission deadline: ISR0 chief

B By Namita Tewari
RANCHI, Oct 15 (PTI)

ISRO chairman V Narayanan on
Wednesday said the space agency
hasset atarget oflanding Indians
on the Moon by 2040, while its
maiden human spaceflight mis-
sion ‘Gaganyaan'’ is on track for
launch in 2027.

Narayanan said aslewofambi-
tious space projects and sector
reforms were currgutly under-
way, including a naf§pnal space
station by 2035, three
uncrewed ‘Gaganyaan’ nn
by 2026, with the first one that
includes a half-humanoid robot
‘Vyommitra’, targeted for
December 2025.

“Prime Minister Narendra

glitely. A Venus Orbiter Mission
(VOM) has also been approved
to study the planet,” Narayanan
said in an exclusive interview
with PTL

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) chief said

the Bharatiya Antriksh Station
(BAS) is expected to come up by
2035, and initial modules in space
are expectedgss early as 2027.

geffere to attend the35th|
fOcation ceremony of
anchi-based Birla Institute of
Technology (BIT) Mesra as the
chief guest.

“There are a lot of develop-
ments in ‘Gaganyaan’. We are
planning some more experi-
ments. Before the crewed mis-
sion, we are planning three
uncrewed missions. ‘Vyommitra’
isgoingto flyon thatin December
this year. Two more uncrewed
missionswill take placenext year.
Crewed ‘Gaganyaan’ mission
would be possible by 2027 first
quarter,” Narayanan added.




NEW DELHI, Oct 15 (PTI)

THE negotiations between India and the
European Union ontheproposedfreetrgg

have reached the lastleg, a
senior Governmentofficja
said onWedneSthe 3
sides concluded their 14th
round of negotiations in
Brusselslast week, butsome
Indianofficialshave stayed
back to conclude talks on
Rules of Origin (ROO),
Commerce Secretary
Rajesh  Agrawal told
reporters here.

“We are in the last leg of negotiations.
Thelastlegis the most arduous leg of nego-
tiations because these are the toughest
things thatare decided at the end. Progress
in the last round has been very positive,”
he said. The ‘Rules of Origin’ (ROO) provi-
sion prescribes minimal processing that

India, EU trade pact talks

in last leg: Commerce Secy

goods in that country.

“That (ROO) is one area where a lot of
work needs to be done. So
we have left the team there.
It was planned to have the
negotiations for two weeks
at a stretch to see that we
can make substantial
progress,” Agrawal said.

He added that the dates
for the next round of nego-
tiations have not been
finalised yet, butdiscussions
are on as there are some
issues for which both sides need to be
engaged on a continuous basis. “Instead
of waiting for a round, there are engage-
ments thatare going between the two sides
virtually also,” he said adding “negotiations
are progressing very well. Chances are that
it may get closed by December”.







Islamabad: Pakistan said on
Wednesday that it hasagreed to
a 48-hour ceasefire with Afgha-
nistan following days of violen-
ce that have killed dozens of pe-
ople on both sides of the border.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry
said the ceasefire was at Afgha-
nistan’s request. Moments la-
ter, the Taliban govt sc:tnef spo-

said the truce was &
tence” of the Pakistani side.
is social media post on X did
not mention a 48-hour timefra-
me. All Afghanforceshave been
instructed to observe the cease-
fire “as long as no one violates
it " Mujahid added.
Pakistan accuses Afghanis-
tan of harbouring armed gro-
ups, a charge rejected by the co-
untry’s Taliban rulers. Pakis-
tzn is grappling with militant
artacks that have increased sin-
ce 2021, when the Taliban seized
power in Afghanistan. Earlier
Wednesday, before the ceasefire

announcement Paklstan said thatPalﬂstanusedltghtmw -;
1ts1roopskﬂleddozensofAfg- avy weapons in assaults on :
han security forces and mili- Smeoldak:nKandalm: WA
tants inovernightfighting. The. - Afghan forces returned fire
clashes had stopped briefly on andklﬂedseveralPakim
Sunday following appeals from d1ers, semedm.ﬂitarypnstsand
SaudiArabiaandQatar. d weapons mcmding
Pakistani forces said they mnks, Mujahid added. Pakis-
hadrepe]led“unpmvoked”as— tan’s armya]so argeted mili- :
saults, but denied targeting ci- tanthldeoutsmtheAfglmc&-
vﬂlansaﬂerthe'l‘alibangovt pltal,twoPakistani"_ ityof- :
said more than a dozen were ,ﬁcmls said Wedne: _'_,_'_.‘Pm &
killed and over100otherswoun- inthePa ni border -
dedwhenPalﬂstanmrgetedsi _-".Ghamanre orted : :
tes in a border area of Afgha- nlingnearvmawandmmﬁ :»
nistan’s southern Kandahar milies were seen cuating
province. Mujahid sald earlier ear]yWednesdax AR s
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Trump warns wﬂl stop buying
cooking oil from China; Beijing

Says NO WINNETS |

Beijing: China said on Wed-
nesday that trade wars hac
“no winners”, after US Presi.
dent Donald p wariied
that the US could step’buying
cooking oil from the country.
Trump issued the threat Tues-
dav after slamming Beijing’s
halt of US soybean purchases
as an “economically hostile
ct”. “We are considering ter-
mmaungbusmess with China
having to do with Cooking O1il,
and other elements of Trade,
as retribution,” Trump said
on his Truth Social platform.
Beijing imposed fresh
controls on the export of rare
earth technologies and other
items last week, leading
Trump to warn Friday that he
would roll out an additional
100% tariff on the country’s
goods. China’s foreign mini-

stry on Wedne sfidy said trade

disputes were “not in the inter-
ests of any party” .“The two si-
des should resolve relevant is.
sues through consultation,”
spokesman Lin Jian said. asp
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us oials urge
Chma to back down

Iay blasted China’s ma;or |
- expansion of rare earth export

controls asathreattoglobal
supply chains, but said Beuing
could still change course. US

trade representative Jamieson
Greertolda presserthatChina’s
new export restrictionswerea

“global supply-chain power
grab” and the US and its allies
would not accept the restrictio-
ns, but he and treasury secreta-
ry Scott Bessent stressed that
Washington did not want to esc-
alate the conflict. As of last nig-
ht, Trump was still expecting to
meet with Chinese President Xi

in South Korea later this month,
Bessent said. reuters
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Trump
opening an

Delhi To Assume
Brics Presidency

From Jan1
Chidanand Rajghatta | v

Washington: US President
Donald Trump took another
wild swipe at the 20-nation
Brics organisation, which In-
dia will chair in 2026, claiming
“everyone is dropping out” of
the formation after he warned
that their exports to America
would be tariffed if they chal-
lenged the US dollar’s status as
aglobal reserve currency.

The MAGA supremo retur-
ned toafamiliar peeveatabila-
teral meeting with Argentina
President Javier Mileion Tues-
day, alleging that “Brics wasan
attack on the dollar” and he
had told potential members
that if they “want to play that
game,” he would their
products coming to the US. I
told anybody who wants to be
in Brics, that's fine, but we're
going to put tariffs on your na-
tion. Everybody dropped out.
They're all dropping out of
Brics,” heclaimed.

No country hasdropped out
of Brics, which now has 20 co-
untries — including 10 associa-

tries to dismantle
other ba

o

and China) in 2009, with South
Aﬁ'ic_q joining a year later
Egypt, Iran, Ethiopia, and UAE
joined as full members in 2024
and Indonesia in 2025, bringing
the full members strength to10.

~ After Brics introduced a

new category called “Partner

Countries” at its 2024 summit
to integrate prospective mem-
bers, 10other countries havebe-
en officially designated as
Brics Partmer Countries as of

Jan 1, 2025; Belarus, Bolivia,

Cuba, Kazakhstan, Malaysia,
Nigeria, Thailand, Uganda, Uz-
bekistan and Vietnam.

Saudi Arabia is the only co-
untry that has demurred so far.

2024, ithas not yet formally con-
firmed its full membershipand
is still reportedly considering
the matter. Both Pakistan and
Bangladesh have applied to be
members and their applica-

red 18
‘with the US, sent a letter to

ICS again,
nt with India

India paying for oil in
yuan, but percentage
small: Russia dy PM

s such
4, and said Argentina | ndiais mainly paying in roubles
lhmuumm

Trump on Tuesday

with India set to assume the threatened trade penaities,

* Brics presidency on Jan 1, 2026.  includingtariffs,

‘decla- ontand center withissuessuch ir number upto5%...," Trump to-

asglobal healthand climatejus- Id reporters. |
tice, termsthatare anathemato mem

MAGA's America Firstoutlook.  ough tariffs...” he added. reuress

te members — from the foun-

Invited to join effective Jan 1,
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