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hapatnam

The proposed facility will be India's first reactor

THE Department of Atomic
Energy (DAE)will setup an exclu-
sive nuclear reactor in
Visakhapatnam to produce med-
ical isotopes aimed at boosting
India’s self-reliance in radioiso-
topes and making cancer treal-
ment more affordable, a senior
BhabhaAtomic Research Centre
{BARC) official said.

The proposed facility, which
is to be established under a
Public-Private Partnership (PPF)
maodel, will be India's first reac-
tor dedicated solely to the pro-
ductionofmedicalisotopes used
in diagnostics and therapy for
cancer and other diseases.

“DAE has decided to setup a
nuclear reactor exclusively for
producing isotopes for medical

solely for the production of medical isotopes
and therapy for cancer and other diseases.

purposes, particularly forcancer
treatment. [tis expected to come
up within the nest four to five
yearsundera PPI arrangement,”
the efficial told 'I'L
He said the reactor
located in Visakhapatnam §
will not only cater to the domes-
tic demand hut also support
exparts. “It will take care of the
entire requirement within India
and also enableexports,” hesaid.
Emphasising the project’s sig-
nificance, theofficial added that
approval has been granted and
funding is awaited.
“SinceitisaPPPinitiative, pri-

vate players are

expected to
invest and
become stake-
holders. They
will have th

rights to g :

opes,
while NPCIL and
BARC will be involved
in designing and execu-
tion. The operation will be han-
dled by NPCIL," he said.
Currently, India does not have
adedicated reactor solelyforiso-
tope production. The existing
reaciors used for nuclear medi-

tutions across India
for diagnosticsand
treatment of dis-
easessuch ascan-
cer. "About 10 per
cent of the total
patient loadishan-
dled hy 'lata
Memaorial  Centre,
while 370 hospitals
together contribute nearly

60 per cent,” the official said.
According o BARCS data,
nearly twolakhisotopicsources
are supplied annually for PET
scans, CT scans, and other

nuclear medicine procedures.

Fuel loading at fast breeder reactor
in Kalpakkam to begin this week

NEW DELHI, Oct 12 (PT1)

HAVING overcome multiple
challenges, fuel loading at
Indig’s first prototype fast-
breederreactorinTamil Nadu's
Kalpakkam is expected to start
next week,

Nuclear scientists, working
on thesodium-cooled 300 MWe
reactor, had encountered some
problems.

“Early nextweek we willstart
loading the luel. Lasttime, after
the Prime Minister inaugurat-
ed it,we couldnotload the fuel

aswe encountered some rech-
nical problems. Wehavesolved
them now,” asenior official told
PTIL, Prime Minister Narendra
Maodi had witnessed the core
loading at the facility in March
last year.

Once operationalised, the
500 MWe Fast Breeder Reactor
will be only the second of its
kind inthe world. Russia oper-
atestheotherfast breederreac-
tor of 800 MWe. A few other
countries had tried mastering
the complex technology, but
had given up.




Ghina threatens ‘resolute measures’ It US clam

BELING, Oct 12 (PT)

CHINA on Sunday defended its
latestexportcontrolmeasureson
rare earths and related items as
a legitimate action to safeguard
global peace, warning the US of
“resolute measures” if President
Donald Trump proceeds with his
threat to impose 100 per cent
tariffs on Chinese exports.

China on Thursday
announced new restrictions on
the export of technologies and
equipment related to the min-
ingand processingof rareearths,
lithinmbatteries, and rare earth-
based superhard materials,

The controls, whichtookeffect
immediately, also cover overseas
transfers of production tech-
nologies. Beijing said the deci-

sion followed concermnsthatsome
foreign companies were using
Chinese-sourced materials for
military purposes.

Reacting to China's move, US
President Trump threatened to
impose a 100 per cent tariff on
Chinese goods from November

1 and hinted at curbing exports
of “any critical software’,
reigniting the Z

the worlds two largest
economies. Responding to a
question on Trump's threat, the
Chinese Commerce Ministry in
astatement on Sunday accused
the USofoverstretchingthe con-
cept of national security and
abusingexport control measures
against China, including in the
semiconductorand chipsectors,

“Willful threats of high tariffs

“Willful threats of high
tariffs are not the right
way to get along with
China. China's positi
on the trade

of it,” says
hinese Commerce
Ministry statement

arenottherightwaytogetalong
with China. China's position on
the trade war is consistent: we
do not want it, but we are not
afraid of it,” the statement said.

It urged the US to “promptly
correct its wrong practices”,
“adhere to the important con-
sensus” reached during phone

es of consultations”, while
resolving trade differences
through dialogues and “mutual
respect and equal-footed con-
sultation”. “If the United States
insists on going the wrong way,
China will surely take resolute
measures to protect its legiti-
malte rights and interests,” the
statement said.

As a responsible major coun-
try, China employs export con-
trols on related items according
to the law, in order to better
defend world peace and region-
al stability, and to fulfil non-pro-
liferationand other international
obligations, it said. The state-
ment clarified that China’s export
controls“arenot exportbans” and

115
that licenses will be issued for
eligible applications, including
exports for humanitarian pur-
poses such as disaster reliefand
medical assistance.

China, which accounts for
about 70 per cent of global rare
earth mining and nearly 90 per
cent of their processing, is the
world'sdominant supplierof the
minerals critical for manufac-
turing electronics, automobiles,
wind energy, and defence equip-
ment. The US, the EU and India
are the top importers of China's
rareearth metals. TheCommerce
Ministry said before the meas-
ureswere announced, Chinahad
already notified relevant coun-
tries and regions through bilat-
eral export control dialogue
mechanisms.



Bhupender Yadav
heads to Brazil for
key pre-GOP talks

will attend
meeting# Brasilia on

er 13 and 14 as India
steps up preparations for
the UN climate summit
COP30, which will be held
in Belém, Brazil, in
November.

The two-day pre-COP
brings together environ-
ment and Climate
Ministers, senior negotia-
tors and observers to nar-
row differences on political-
ly sensitive topics and try to
build ministerial consensus
ahead of the UN climate
conference in Belem.




NSE faces around 170 mn
CYBERATTACKS DAILY

Dedicated ‘cyber warrions'enure unint

MUMBALI Oct 12 (PTI)

THE National Stock Exchan
faces around 1Z0 millig
tacks daily, requi
team of “cyber warriors” to work
around the clock to ensure unin-
terrupted operations.

The NSErecorded itshighest-ever
40 crore (400 million) cyberattacks
in a single day during ‘Operation
Sindoor’, designed as a DDoS sim-

errupted ops

on. However, attackers failed
to cause any damage due to

the coordinated efforts of
men, machines, and advanced
technology.

“Every day, millions of cyberat-
tacks take place on the NSE. Butour
technical teams, their systems and
technology combat these attacks
round the clock using specialised
software,” a senior NSE official
told PTL.




| Pakistan, Afghanistan
GLASHES ESCALATE

bROSS-BORDER

B Pakistan claims 19 Afghan
security posts captured and
over 200 Taliban terrorists
killed in response to
“unprovoked” attacks by
Afghan forces; Kabul‘slai
58 Pakistani soldiers killed
during retaliatory ops

ISLAMABAD/PESHAWAR, Oct 12 (PTI)

PAKISTAN seized 19 Afghanmilitary posts
and “terrorist hideouts” in response to
what it termed “unprovoked” attacks by
Afghan forces in the border areas, secu-
rity sources said on Sunday, while Kabul
claimed that 58 Pakistani soldiers were
killed and 30 others injured during the
retaliatory operations. At least 23
Pakistani soldiers and over 200 Taliban
and affiliated terrorists were killed in
intense overnight clashes along the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border, the
Pakistani army said on Sunday, as ten-
sions escalated between the two neigh-
boursamid mutualaccusations of cross-
border aggression.

Sunday, sayin orces had con-
ducted “r ory and successful oper-
atigme™ "If the opposing side again vio-
tes Afghanistan’s territorial integrity,
our armed forces are fully prepared to
defend thenation’sborders and will deliv-
er a strong response,” the Ministry said.
Afghan forces targeted Pakistani posts at
Angoor Adda, Bajaur, Kurram, Dir, and
Chitral in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Baramcha in Balochistan.

Zabihullah Mujahid, the Taliban
Government’s chiefspokesman, said that
58 Pakistani soldiers were killed and
around 30 others wounded during the
operationson Saturday night, “Tolo News'’
reported. Mujahid added that during the
retaliatoryoperations across the Durand
Line, 20 Pakistani security outposts were
destroyed, and numerous weapons and
military equipment were seized.

He said that nine Afghan soldiers were
killed and 16 others were wounded in
the operations, according to the report.

The spokesperson said that the oper-
ation was halted at midnight following
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