India, UK begin mega
wargame in Indlan Ocean

NEW DELHI, Oct 5 (PTI)

THE navies of India and the UK
kick-started an eight-day meg

Ocean in line
boost overall military ties.

The UK’s Carrier Strike Group
(CSG),led by HMS Prince of Wales
aircraft carrier, has been
deployed for the Exercise
Konkan. The exercise is a reaf-
firmation of the shared com-
mitment to ensuring secure,
openandfreeseasand will exem-
plify the “comprehensive strate-
gic partnership” outlined in the
India-UKVision 2035, the Indian
Navy said. The exercise is aimed
atincreasing combined maritime
and air capabilities between the
UKand Indiannavies on the high
seas.

“The UK and India believe in
an Indo-Pacific that is free and

ership, a fundamental pil-
ar of UK-India Vision 2035,
agreed by our prime ministersthis
year,” Lindy Cameron, the British
High Commissioner to India,
said. “The engagementsbetween
the Carrier Strike Groups of our
two navies demonstrate our
commitment tomaintainingthe
rules-based international order
intheregion and lay the ground-
workfor future cooperation,” she
said.

Commodore Chris Saunders,
who is a defence adviser to the
British High Commission, said:
“Exercise Konkan provides an
excellent opportunity for the
Royal Navy to train in the deliv-
ery of complex multi-domain
operations alongside India as
partners in the Indo-Pacific
region.”



India, Australia to ink 5 pacts during
Rajnath’s visit to Ganberra this week

NEW DELHI, Oct 5 (PTI)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh will undertake a two-day
visit to Australia beginning
Thursday to explore “new and
meaningful” initiatives to fur-
ther expand bilateral defence
and strategic ties.

The two sides are set to ink
three agreements during Singh's
visit that will prgvide for furth
boosting cooperdy
ofinformation sh
ing maritime security ties and
joint activities.

India and Australia are also
expected to carry out a detailed
review of the current situation
in the Indo-Pacific amid grow-
ing global concerns over China’s
increasing military muscle-flex-
ing in the region.

Singh’s trip to Australia will
mark the first-ever visit of a
Defence Minister to Australia
under the Modi Government
since 2014.

“The visit comes at a historic
moment when India and
Australia commemorate five
years of establishment of India-
Australia Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership (CSP),” the

Defence Ministry said.

Singhis travelling to the coun-
try at the invitation of Australia’s
Deputy Prime Minister and
Defence Minister Richard Marles.

“The visit will provide an
important opportunity for both
sides to explore new and mean-
ingful initiatives to further
strengthen the bilateral rela-
tionship and the defence part-
nership,” the Ministry said in a
statement.

A key highlight of Singh's vis-
itwill bethe bilateral discussions
with his Australian counterpart.

He will also chair a business
roundtablein Sydney, which will
be attended by industry leaders

from both sides. Singh will also
call on other national leaders of
Australia.

The India-Australia defence
engagements have expanded in
the last few year, including in
areas of capacity-building, train-
ing, ship visitsand bilateral exer-
cises.

India and Australia elevated
their bilateral relationship from
a strategic partnership to a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership (CSP) in 2020.

The two nations share a deep
bond rooted in common values
- pluralistic, Westminster-style
democracies, Commonwealth
traditions, growing economic
engagement and increasing
high-level interactions, the
Ministry said.

“Long-standing people-to-
people connections, the pres-
ence of Indian students in
Australian universities as well as
robust tourism and sporting ties
have further strengthened the
enduring partnership between
the two countries,” it said.

Marleslastvisited Indiain June
2025 and held talks with Singh,
besides callingon Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.



Rs 60,000 cr scheme to upgrade industrial training institutes

NEW DELHI, Oct 5 (PTT)

SPECIAL purpose vehicles
with credible anchor industry
partners will be set up under
the Rs 60,000-crore PM-SETU
scheme to manage clusters
and ensure
training, the Mim\
Development
Entrepreneurship said.

Under the Pradhan Mantri

Skilling and Employability
Transformation through
Upgraded ITIs (PM-SETU),

launched by Prime Minister
NarendraModion Saturday, new,
demand-driven courses will be
introduced in a bid to transform
1,000 government ITIs across
India into modern, industry-

PM-SETU

sting courses will
ped in collaboration
industries.
The scheme willalso help cre-
ate pathways forlong-termdiplo-
mas, short-term courses, and
executive programmes.
PM-SETU will follow a hub-
and-spoke model, with 200 hub
[TIslinked to 800 spokelTIs. Each
hub will be equipped with
advanced infrastructure, inno-
vation and incubation centres,
production units, training of
trainer facilities, and placement
services, while the spokes will

extend access and outreach.
heme also envisages
rengthening of five National
Skill Training Institutes in
Bhubaneswar, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Kanpur, Ludhiana
as Centres of Excellence with
global partnerships. Under the
first phase of PM-SETU, 15 hub-
and-spokelTI clusters have been
identified across the country,
spanning diverse regions and
industrial ecosystems.

These include Sonipat,
Visakhapatnam, Bijnor and
Meerut, Haridwar, Ujjain,
Bengaluru Urban, Bharatpur,
Darbhanga and Patna,
Hoshiarpur, Hyderabad,
Sambalpur, Chennai, and
Guwabhati.




‘Trade deal with US has to respect India’s red lines’

NEW DELHL, Oct 5 (PTI)

ANY TRADE deal between India
and the US has to respect New
Delhi’s “red lines” and efforts are
underway to find a “landing
ground”, External Affairs Minister
SJaishankarsaid on Sundayamid
strain in ties between the
countries overWashington’s p
icyon tariff. Inan interactive ses-
sion at an event, Jaishankar
acknowledged having issues
between India and the US and
that many of them are linked to
the inability to firm up the pro-
posed trade deal.

The External Affairs Minister
said an understanding on trade
between the two sides was nec-
essary as the US is the world’s
largest market but at the same
time noted that India’s red lines

should be respected.

“We have todayissues with the
United States. A big part of it is
the fact that we have not arri
at a landing ground f
trade discussions,
inability so far
there has le

. he said.
Jaishankar  was
speaking at the dis-
cussion on the theme
‘Shaping Foreign Policy
in Turbulent Times’ at
the Kautilya Economic
Enclave.

“In addition, there is a second
tariffwhich wehave publiclysaid
we regard as very unfair, which
has picked on us for sourcing
energy from Russia when there
are other countries that have

iesthat
ore antag-
¢ relationship with Russia
than we do,” he said.

The relations between New
Delhiand Washington have
beenreelingundersevere

stress after Trump dou-
bled tariffs on Indian
goods to a whopping
50 per cent including

a 25 per cent addi-
tional duties forIndia's
purchase of Russian
crudeoil.Indiadescribed
the US action as “unfair,
unjustified and unreasonable”.
“Whatever happensattheend
of the day, there has got to be a
trade understanding with the
US...Because it is the world’s
largest market but also because
much of the world has reached

doneso,including co
righ

those understandings,”
Jaishankar said. “But it has to be
anunderstandingwhere our bot-
tom lines, our red lines are
respected. [n any agreement,
there are things you can negoti-
ateand therearethingsyoucan't,”
he said. Jaishankar said India is
pretty clear about its approach.

“I think we are pretty clear
about that. We have to find that
landing ground and that's been
theconversationwhich hasbeen
going on since March,” he said.

India and the US have recent-
ly resumed negotiations for the
proposed trade deal after a brief
hiatus of a few weeks.

The External Affairs Minister
also suggested that the strain in
therelationshasnotbeenimpact-
ing every dimension of the
engagement.
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. maritime security and jomt

! military activitie
- defence minister

India, Austraha to mk 3 defence

Times NEws NETWORK

i New Delhi: India and Aus-

i tralia will ink three agree-

! ments to further enhance bi-
: lateral defence cooperation

in information sharing,

Singh’s visit to the country.
Singh will conduct wide-
discussions with

i Australian deputy PM andde-

fence minister Richard Mar-
i lesaswell as chair a business
¢ roundtable in Sydney, with in-

dustry leaders from the two

 sides, during his Oct9-10 visit.

“The visit comes at a his-

; ngdlswsslonswlﬂl
Australian deputy PM and
defence minister Richard Marles
during his visit on Oct 9-10

ori mcmentwhenlndla Singh

The defence engage-
ments have expanded over
time to include wide-rang-
ing interactions between the
services, military-to-mili-
tary exchanges, high-level
visits, capacity-building and
training programmes, coop-
eration in the maritime do-
main and combat exercises.

.............

aims at further strengthen- :
ing the operational capabili- :
ties of the two forces in un-
dertaking joint company-
level operations in urban
and semi-urban terrains un-
der the UN mandate, reflect- :
ing the shared commitment :
towards global peace and se- :
curity, another official said.
Australia — along with
Japan-—isalsoaregularpar- :
ticipant in the top-notch :
quadrilateral Malabar naval
exercise, with the next edi- :
tion to be conducted off
Guam in the Western Pacific :
next month. Malabar began :
as a bilateral India-US exer-
cise in 1992 but includes all :
“Quad” countries now.
India also has a military
logistics agreement with
Australia, which provides :
for reciprocal refuelling, re- :
pair and berthing facilities :
for warships and aircraft. g



. FU FTA talks today W1H

seek to resolve key issues |

iStock

Tives News NETWORK

! New Delhi: Ahead of the
= 14throundof talksforIndia-
EU FTA in Brussels on Mon-
day, the EU has said that the
negotiating teams are work-
inghardtodeliver amutual-
ly beneficial deal, even as
negotiations are challeng-
ing and important issues
need to be resolved.

STRATEGIC TIES

icanceC -
ic partnet :- U ambas-
sador Herv€ Delphin also
said EU companies in India
generated a total turnover

“While certain differences
must still be resolved, both
EU and India agree on key
principles: that the right of

of 186 billion euros in 2024, states to regulate must be
around 5% of the Indian explicitly safeguarded and
economy, and exported that there must be clear
goods worth 23.5 billion eu- guidance for tribunals on

ros, which accounts for howtointerpretinvestment

around 6% of total Indian protection standards.
exportsof goods. - These shared principles
Hesaid EU andIndia are should guide us throughout
also negotiating an Invest - the negotiating process to-

~ wards a successful out-

- ment Protection
! memthat 1S come,” hesaid.

lictable, The ambassador said
t the 13th round of FTA
st month did not re-
the sort of breakthr-
hich was expected.

Uwas and is still rea-
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dy to conclude on a mea- :
ningful package. We look :
forward to the next round :
andf per negotiationsto- :
ards amutually beneficial :
deal ”hesaid. :

“The FTA can open new
opportunities for EU and In-
dian businesses and create
conditions to significantly
increase our bilateral trade
and investment. While some
countries are raising tariffs
or otherwise closing their
markets, we should use the
FTA to diversify trade, hedge
against uncertainties and
strengthen our = supply
chains,” said Delphin.

“The EU is India’s top
trading partner, with bilat-
eral trade in goods of EUR
120 billion, ahead of the US
and China. Addingservices,
our bilateral trade has reac-
hed EUR 180 billion. This is
an impressive figure, but
there is a huge potential for
growth considering that the
EU and India are the ond
and the 4th largest econe.
mies in the world. Tounlock
this untapped potentia) g

and India are ne
theFTA,” headdeg 2118
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