


France to try Chinese
~captain of Russia

‘shadow fle

: Rennes: Fren¢h court wi

: try the Chinesé captai a
: tanker from R s “sha-
: dow fleet” early next year af-
i ter it was intercepted off
: France, prosecutors said
: Thursday,inamoveseenasa
: message to Moscow over its
: effortstoskirt oil sanctions.
: The French navy on Sa-
: turday stopped the Boracay,
: a vessel claiming to be flag-
: ged in Benin and blacklisted
: by the European Union for
: being part of Russia’s sanc-
: tion-busting “shadow fleet”
: of ageing oil tankers, accor-
: ding to the public prosecu-

. tor’s office in the northwes-

: terncity of Brest.

:  The vessel was probed
: over inconsistencies in whe-
: re the tanker was registered
while it was carrying a “lar-
i ge cargo of oil” from Russia
! tolIndia, itadded.

: Russian President Vladi-
: mir Putin on Thursday con-
i demned the operation cal-
i ling it an act of piracy. Putin
i accused France of staging
: the incident to try todistract
! attention from what he cal-
! 1ed the verydifficultpolitical

situation in the country.

The captain and first ma-
te of the Boracay were detai-
ned on Tuesday Over refu-
sing to provide evidence of
nationality, the prosec_utor's
office said. The captain has
been told to appear in court
in Feb, but the first mate has

been released, it said. arp
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President Zelensky on Thursday
warned that Russia’s bombardment
of Ukraine's power grid is
deepening concerns about the
safety of its nuclear facilities

resident Vladimir Putin said
on Thursday that Russia

will respond swiftly if it thinks
Europe is provoking it and said
that almost all of the US-led
Nato alliance was now fighting
against Russia over Ukraine.
Putin, speaking in Sochi, said
Russian forces were advancing
along the entire frontin Ukra-
ine. “All the Nato countries are
fighting with us,” Putin said.
Nato members, he said, were
providing Ukraine with intellig-
ence, weapons and training.
Should Europe provoke Russia,
he said, the response would be
swift. “If anyone still has a des-
ire to compete with us inthe
military sphere, as we say, feel
free, let them try,” Putin said.
“Russia’s countermeasures will
not be longincoming.” reuTers
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- UN council: India rips Pak
for its hypocrisy on rights

Our fi htﬁnst terror continues: Min

Calls It ‘A
Country With
Worst Record’

Geneva: India slammed Pa-
kistan at the 60th session of
United Nations Human
Rights Council in Geneva,
for its “hypocrisy” on hu-
man rights and highlighting
the persecution of minori-
ties within Pakistan.
Representing India, dip-
lomat Mohammed Hussain
said it was “deeply ironic”
that a country with one of
the worst human rights re-
cords was attempting to lec-
tureothers.

“They misuse this forum
with fabricated allegations
against India, which only ex-
pose their hypocrisy” he
said, addressing the 34th
council meeting.

Hussain said instead of
resorting to propaganda, Pa-
kistan should confront its
“state-sponsored persecu-
tion and systematic discrim-

ination” against its own reli-
gious and ethnic minorities.

Subsequently at the 35th
meeting, using the right to

»C nued fromP 1

Operation Sindoor from May 7 to 10, Rajnath said Pakistan

r*I*ﬂaIking about the intense cross-border hostilities under

made failed attempts to penetrate India’s defences along
the LoC and International Border stretching from Leh to the Sir
Creek region by launching multiple waves of drones and some
missiles. The Indian response “exposed the weaknesses of
Pakistan’s air defence”, Rajnath said. Despite its superior
capability, India showed restraint because its military action was
targeted againstterrorism andits training hubs. “The objectiveof
Operation Sindoor was not to escalate and starta war.lam happy
that the Indianarmed forces successfully achieved all the military
objectives of Operation Sindoor. However, our fight against

terrorismcontinues,” he said.

reply Pakistan’s envoy Ab-
bas Sarwar accused India of

~ deflecting attention from

what he called the “dire hu-
man rights situation” in
J&K. “The Indian govt has
made yet another futile
claim to avoid scrutiny of its
record in the territory,” he
said, repeating Islamabad’s
long-standing line on Kash-
mir. Healleged that thesitua-
tion in Ladakh exposed the
“truth of India’s illegal mea-
sures of Aug2019.”

The exchange came agai-

nst the backdrop of growing
discontent inside Pakistan-
occupied J&K(PoJK). Nasir

Aziz Khan, spokesperson of
the United Kashmir People’s :
National Party (UKPNP),ad- :
dressed the UNHRC, urging :
international intervention :
against what hedescribedas :
Pakistan's intensifying re- :
pression in theregion. S

Khan highlighted recent :
protestsin PoJK, includinga :
complete shutdown and wh- :

~ eel-jam strike on Sept 29, led

‘by the Joint Awami Action :
Committee. He accused :
Islamabad of . deploying :
Rangers, suspending inter- :
net services, and imposinga :
_communication blackout to :

Lstiﬂ_ﬁe disgent. ani

:
:
-
..................... 3
.................................................................................................... preefranenes S



Leh still in sho
fimor

‘How Can'y
Threa

Have Paid With Our
Lives For Nation’

Naseer.Ganai@timesofindia.com

Leh: At Martyrs’ Park, about
1km from the Ladakh Hill De-
velopment Council (LAHDC-
Leh) office, the gate stood
open during curfew relaxa-
tion on Oct 6. Inside, chairs
were stacked and a tent was
dismantled. Labourers were

quietly loading chairs, tent

covers andm:nmdsintoave- /

hicle, theirfacés grim.
ental activist Sonam Wang-

and statehood for Ladakh.

sight of a reporter, he said,
“Please go away, cops will co-
meand we will be in trouble.”
A woman entered with
her child. “I was on hunger
strike on Sept 24 when the
situation worsened out-
side,” she said. “Out of fear,
some of us ran in different
directions. My husband lat-
er picked me up. I came back
to collect my belongings.”
On Sept 4, security forces
opened fire on protesters de-
manding Sixth Schedule sta-

tus, killing four and injuring .

dozens. Wangchuk called off
his hunger strike hours lat-
er. Authorities said the po-
licefired in self-defenceafter
Protesters tried to set ablaze
a vehicle carrying security
bersonnel.  Police also
claimed that without CRPF

deployment, “the whole of
commissioner

Leh would have burnt”.

Outside the park, another

gvoman voiced her anger
Why were people fired up-
on? Four people aredead. Will

they give us Sixth Schedule?”
About 1km away BJP’s La-
dakh office, which was set on

L

Security forces stand guard at a market area in Leh on Thursday

photography of the building.

At the LAHDC-Leh office,
the main gate was open but
there wasnoonethere. “Since

" Sept 24, chief executive offi-
It was here that environm-
i . ‘haven't come to office. In fact,
chuk began a 35-day hunger = :
strike Sept 10, demanding
Sixth Schedule protections: .

cer Tashi Gyalson and others

noone comes,” a peon said.
Mustafa Ladakhi, 36, a

. PhD from JNU, is among a
growing number of Ladak-

“We provide tents on rent.

They called ustotakeit back,"”

a worker said. Startled at the

his at the country’s top uni-

versities concerned about

home. At a hotel near Leh
airport, he said the region is
stillinshock.

“On Sept 24, my mother
was on a hunger strikeled by
Wangchuk. There was chaos
when she called me, I found

; herinthemid:ileofthemad.

I will never forget the pain
that day brought to Ladak-
his,” he said. “No official has
stepped down. There is no
empathy. There is noapology.
Instead, weareaccused in the
national media of deetnbilis—
ing the oentra.l govt... How
can we be a threat whem we

have paid with our lives for

thenation?”

“He argued that UT status

without statehood had bur-
ied local governance undar

bureaucracy. “Instead of em-

powering local govt, we have

the lieutenant governor'sof-

fice and its bureaucracy,

the DC’soffice, and thepolice
bureaucracy. They
nothing to do in Ladakh. All

we see is pompand a show of

secretaries,

nationalists. Why this labell-

ingnow?” heasked.

Ladakhi’s friend, a hotel :
owner, said, “I don’t want to
talk about tourism. Thisisa
colossal tragedy. Four deaths :

_inaplacelikeLadakharelike ' :
400 in Delhi. Sept 24 will re-

main etched in our memory."”
In Upper Tukchal area of

T

Leh, Rigzin Wangmo
president of All Ladakh Hotel
and Guest House Association,

echoed similar sentiments
and demanded a judicial in-

quiry. “The events have shat-

tered us and left a wound on

our collective soul,” she said.
At a hotel serving Kash-

ingcurfewrelaxation, there-

ceptionist from Dodasaidhe
no longer felt safe. “I'vebeen :

here10 years and never faced
hostility. But after the lieu-
tenant governor described

workem&umﬂodaandNe—
pal as ‘external forces’ re- :

sponsible for the crisis, we
arenot steppingout much.”
Ascurfewreturned, shops

shut ahead of the 6 pm dead- :
.-ljne. “We comply with every :

bummcg,Allowustﬂ

govern ourselves,” hesaid.
“When we were part of

guard J&K, AFSPAWWQI-_ gens b6l

BEsssssnasas

.mjrlwazwanonl)ct],dur#'-"

EELEEE

. wenun
CEO N I rhee 0 M Fert 0 M e ot o

E’zﬁ'ﬂ-ﬂ? -ﬁﬁiﬁb'ﬁ‘aﬁrm soamEw




Warns Neighbour
About Its Military
Infra Build-Up

Tives NEws NETWORK

! New Delhi: WarningPakistan

I about its recent military in-

frastructure build-up near the
: sensitive Sir Creek region, de- -

: fence minister Rajnath Singh
: Thursday said this shows its
: pPak human rights record
: one of the worst: India, P 16

L] ] L]
humiliation: Putin
l') ussian president Vladimir
\.Putin Thursday warned
US agamstpressurmglndlato
stop buying Russianoil. “...the
people of a country like Indla
will closely monitor decisions
made by the political leader-
ship and will never allow any
humiliation in front of any-

one... I know PM Modi; he him-
~self would never take any

steps of thiskind,” Putinsaid.

: “true intentions”. Any misad-
: wventure by the neighbour wo-

: uld resultin a response “sostr-
: ongitwill changeboth histo-

: ry and geography” of the
: area hewarned.

“In 1965 (war), Indian Ar-
: my showed courage by rea-
: ching Lahore. In 2025, Pakis-
: tan must remember that the

: road to Karachi also passes

through the Creek,” Singh sa-
id after performing shastra
(arms) puja at Bhuj military
station in Gujarat.
Themarshlands of Sir Cre-

ek, a 96-km-long tidal estuary
between Rann of Kutch and
Pakistan’s Sindh, have been a
bone of contention between
the neighbours due to diffe-
ringinterpretations of thema-

‘ritime boundary in theregion.

The long-standing dispute has
implications for access to fis-
hingrights and potential natu-
ralresourceslikeoilandgasin
the region and affects drawing
of maritime boundaries and
EEZs in Arabian Sea.

b Continued on P 16

ndia won't allow its

In a 1st, India set
to host a Taliban

- minister next wk

New Delhi: The stunning tur-
naround in India’s ties with
Taliban in the past few years
on the back of its humanitari-
an aid for the people of Afgha-
nistan is set to intensify furt-
her with alikely visit by acting
foreign minister Amir Khan

~ MuttagitoIndiaon Oct 9-10.

He is expected to meet ex-

~ ternal affairs minister S Jais-
“hankar on the second day of

the first trip to India by a se-
nior Taliban official since the

- group took over the reins of

Afghanistan in 2021.

New Delhi had been in to-
uch with Kabul since Aug for
Muttaqi’s visit, reports Sa-
chin Parashar. As he faces a
UNSC travel ban, India appro-
ached the Council for a waiver.
It’sunderstood therequest has
now been granted, allowing
the Centretofinalise thedates.

pContinuedon P9

LR L N R R L T TNy




