No talks till normalc
in Ladakh, says Leh?
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Leh Apex Body (LAB) co-chairman Chering Dorjay (centre) with other members addresses a press
conference in Leh on Monday. (R) Mortal remains of 46-year-old ex-Serviceman Tsewang Tharchin, a
Kargil War veteran, who was killed in violence during recent protests for Ladakh statehood, being
taken for his last rites amid curfew, in Leh.

(PTI)

LEH, Sept 29 (PTT)

HARDENING its stand following
the killing of four protesters dur-
ing clashes with security forces
lastweek, the Leh ApexBody (LAB)
onMondayannounced thatitwill
stayaway from talkswith the High
Powered Committee of the Home
Ministry till normalcy is restored
in Ladakhandaconduciveatmos-
phere is created.

LAB Chairman Thupstan
Chhewangmade theannounce-

ment shortly after the fourth vic-
tim of the violence -- a former
Army soldier -- was cremated
amid tight security in curfew-
bound Leh. Thecurfew,imposed
last Wednesday, was relaxed for
two hours at 4 PM in the entire
town. There was no untoward
incident reported from any-
where, officials said.

“We have unanimously agreed
that the situation that is prevail-
ing in Ladakh, keeping that in
view, as long as peace is not

restored and a conducive atmos-
phere is not created, we will not
participate in any talks,”
Chhewang, a former two-time
Member of Parliament, said at a
press conference here. “We will
urge the Home Ministry, UT
administration, and the admin-
istration to take steps to address
the atmosphere of fear, grief and
anger thatisthere,” hesaid.Violent
protests occurred on September
24. Four people were killed and
scores of others were injured.
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GAP BETWEEN 2 NATIONS

New Delhi: India anm Y A
tan signed an agreement Project Project RS
Mondw? for consu‘uction of Bﬂmrhﬂt (West Bengal) mrdhal' (Assam) ::

| two cross-border railway to Samtse (Bhutan) to Gelephu (Bhutan)

lines, aimed at strengthen-
ing economic and people-to-
people links between the two
neighbouring nations. The
two projects, with a com-
bined length of 8%km and

Cost | X577cr Cost | 23,456¢r
Completion period | 3 yrs Completion period | 4 yrs

connecting Bhutanese cities

of Samtse and Gelephu, will i

be fully funded by India at a R ] |

cost of Rs 4,033 crore. et 2 ‘_m

These will be the first-ev- sl VAN Rl - SR © T

errail linksfor Bhutan. Kok- RIS e o S%%km
bl e B | Gt ke D S
Banarhat (West Bengal)- | g R e R e R e
Samtse lines will connect [ ) S R S ST e aon Rl

Bhutan to the Indian rail- includingVandeBhal;a- atthis pointin time.”

e g,j ponse toa question  While 2.4km of 69%km of
" i hether these projects ‘Kokrajhar-Gelephu line will

o viewed as a coun-  be on Bhutanese side, 2.1km
Bt of the 20km Banarhat-
- Samtse corridor will fall In .
B il -Bhutah.Referrin.g:tOPM?ﬂi' -
d “When it di’s visit to Thimpht ha:d :
e border, specifi- year where both sides had
; through - agreed to the proro

~ said, “This is one of the
promises we had made, and
weare deliveringonit.”
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reC()rd $80m in

|
New Delhi: India’s develop. .
mental assistance M Ne
$80 million for Palestine in s
thepastllyearsisalmostdou- =
ble that of the amount that e
was given in the preceding 65 E-:
years, according to Indian au- %0y
thorities. India has continued :
.;_tg. " ,;eg%m humanitarian _ :
Palestinebothbilatorally and :
thrmghﬁNRWA, despite the  India has faced criticism for its flip-flop over the Gaza issue, like its decmon 51
osed on the . to'abstainh'omvotmg unaUNGA resolution for unconditional truce Zis
2 }*g%mmmnmUNRWA and _hasremmnedunchanged n mmmtertmsignabﬂatera]m— 0
: has provided $27.5 million to dia was among the 142 count-  vestment agreement The : m
- i theagency since 2020-21. riesthatvoted recently infav-  deal was under discussionfor : e
S¥ “India’s developmental ourof a UNGA resolution en- ‘the past six years, before it : W
- : assistance, given to Palestine  dorsing the New York Decla- was finalised last month. Ac- I va
. © since 2014 isalmostdoubleof  ration that outlined tangible, ~cordingtoIndianauthorities, :
i ! whatwasgiveninthepreced- irreversible and timebound the visit was meant to ramp : in
» : ing 65 years (around $42 mil-  stepsfora2-state solution. up India’s economic and fi- : an
> : lion) and projects worth $40 Since the Gaza conflict nancialties withIsrael. of
. : million are in the pipeline,” erupted in 2023, India has had “Indiaremainsconcerned : sol
: said adiplomaticsource todoatoughbalancingactbe-  at the security situation and fic
i3t Whilegovt hasfacedsome tween its increasingly impor-  has called for a ceasefire, re- ed
| i criticism for its flip-flop over  tant relationship with Israel leaseof all hostagesand peac- gr:
i theGaza issue, like its decisi- anditstraditionalsupportfor —eful resolution of the conflict ter
.‘ oninJunethis yeartoabstain = the Palestinian cause. It has through dialogue and diplo- its
: from voting on a UNGA reso- strongly condemned the Oct macy. At the same time,India : B
; lution for lastinganduncond- 7, 2023, terroriststrikesbyHa-  has emphasized the need for @ a
' itional msm.re, it beheves mas, defending Israel’s right  safe, timely and sustainedde- : ¥
to defend itself from acts of livery of humanitarian as- 3

terrorism, but equally con-
. demned the loss of civilian
- lives in the Israel-Hamas war
. and sought respect for inter-
- national humanitarianlaw.

sistance to the people of Pal-

estine,” said a source, citing
Palestinian ambassador Ab-
dullah Shawesh’s recent re-

mark that he is satisfied with

~  While the recent visit by India’s position. India has al-
Jsraeli hardliner Bezalel Sm-  so been calling for efforts to
*-'j-'otrich raised eyebrows, govt  bring Israel and Palestine
~ sees it as a visit purely in his closer for early resumptionof

N capacity as Israel’s finance direct peace negotiations.
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ct |
.« Netanyahu
UK | Washington: President
to | Trump was hosting Isrgell PM
K- | Benjamin Netanyahu o :
- i day for critical talks aimed at
- ending the war in Gaza and de-
ts | velopinga US plan on post-war
ot : governance in the warbatte-
g- : redPalestinian territory
" ; Netanyahu on Monday
- i apologized to Qatar PM Mo-
- : hammed bin Abdulrahman Al
: Thani fora military strike tar-
: geting Hamas officials in the
. emirate that infuriated Arab
- ¢ leadersand triggered rare con-
¢ demnation by the US of Israel,
: according to two people, inclu-
: ding a diplomatic official, fa-
: miliar with the matter.
: Netanyahu called al Tha-
: ni to extend the apology du-
: ring his White House mee-
: ting on Monday with Presi-
i dent Donald Trump. The peo-
: ple familiar spoke on the
! condition of anonymity to
: discuss the sensitive matter.
. TheWhiteHouse talks bet-
~ ween Netanyahu and Trump
come at a tenuous moment. Is-
rael is increasingly isolated,
losing support from many co-
untries that were long its ste-
adfast allies. At home, Neta-
nyahu'’s governing coalition
appears more fragile than
ever. And the White House is

showing signs of impatience.
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talks on Gaza

aCe proposal
Mari PM For Strike On Doha

' tor lowryve NIt r._._.,.m"
N Leavitt ol sewry ol
Wo neod this confses s end *
Trump and Nesssyat e s
first hold ing talks wes .
the Oval OfMice and ower » -
vate lunch. A Joint pressomeds
rence is expected later
Meanwhile, Riyad Mass
our, the Palestinian ambeasss
dor to the United Nathwms
id Palestinian officials s
ready to work with Trume
and Arab countries in Wiy
ing an end to the war. “La &
not delay a single minuse s
re in doing what is necesss
for this just peace to
the unbearable reality of »
day,” Mansour said during »
Security Council meeting s
the Middle East.

Trump joined forces wigh
Netanyahu during Israel’s bet
ef war with Iran in June, ordge
ring US stealth bombers tose
ke three nuclear sites, and he s
supported the Israeli PM d»
ring his corruption trial, dese
ribing the case as a “wic®
hunt.” But the relationshiy

has become more tense lately
Trump was frustrated by Isrs
s
Hamas otlic

ally in theregion that had bees
hostingnegotiations toend the
war in Gaza. ap
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Trump welcomes Netanyahu to
the White House on Monday

The question now is whet-
her Trump, who has offered
steadfast backing to Netanya-
hu throughout the war, will
change his tone and turn up
the pressure on Israel to wind
down the conflict.

As he welcomed Netanya-
hu to the White House, Trump
responded affirmatively when
asked by reporters whether he
was confident a deal would be
soon reached to end the figh-
ting between Israel and Ha-
mas. “I am. I'm very confi-
dent,” Trump said.

Earlier, White House press
secretary Karoline Leavitt ur-
ged both sides to finalise an
agreement to bring an end to
the nearly two-year old war in
Gaza. “Ultimately the presi-
dent knows when you get to a
good deal, both sidesaregoing
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SRINAGAR, Sept 29 (PTI)

THE Jammu and Kashmir
administration on Monday threw
open seven tourist spots in
Valley that were c e
wake of the April 22 Pahalgam
terror attack.

Thetouristspots were opened
following directions issued by
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha after a meeting of
the Unified Headquarters on
Friday.

“After a thorough security

Aru Valley

review and discussion in today’s
UHQ meeting, I've ordered
reopening of more tourist spots
in Kashmirand JammuDivisions,
which were temporarily closed
as precautionary measures,”
Sinha said in a post on X on
Friday.

The LG administration shut
down nearly 50 tourist spots fol-
lowing the terror attack at
Baisaran in the Pahalgam area
on April 22, in which heavily-
armed terrorists shot dead 26
people -- mostly tourists.

er Pahalgam attack, reopened

The seven tourist spots that
were reopened in the Kashmir
division include Aru Valley,
Rafting Point Yanner, Akkad Park,
Padshahi Park and Kaman Post.

The LG had ordered the
reopening of five touristspots in
the Jammu division as well.

These include Dagan Top in
Ramban, DhaggarinKathuaand
Shiv Cave in Salal, Reasi.

The LG administration had
reopened 16 tourist destinations,
including some parts of
Pahalgam, in June.
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NEW DELHI, Sept 29 (PTT)

DEFENCE Minister Rajn
Singh on Monday said that we
fare is now “measured in hours
and seconds, not months”, with
satellites, drones and sensors
redefiningthe nature of conflict,
as he urged the Indian Coast
Guard (ICG) to develop a futur-
istic roadmap that anticipates
new challenges, integrates cut-
ting-edgetechnologies and con-
tinuously adapts strategies.

In hisaddress at the 42nd ICG
Commanders’ Conference held
at the force’'s headquarters here,
Singhalsounderlined that cyber
and electronic warfare are “no
longerhypothetical threats”, but
present-day realities.

“Anationmayattemptto paral-

Rajnath Singh during a meeting with the Indian Coast Guard
commanders at Coast Guard headquarters, in New Delhi.

(PTI)

yseour systems not with missiles,
but through hacking, cyber-
attacks and electronic jamming.
The ICG must continuously

adapt, upgrade its training and
equipment to guard againstsuch
threats. Automated surveillance
networks and Al-enabled sys-

n hours
dnths: Rajnath

tems are essential to reduce
response times to seconds and
ensure readinessatall times,” he
said.

The Defence Ministersaid war-
fare is now “measured in hours
and seconds, not months, with
satellites, drones and sensors
redefining the nature of conflict”.

Singh underlined that India’s
7,500-km coastline, along with
island territories such as the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
and Lakshadweep, poses “enor-
mous challenges”, requiring
advanced technology, well-
trained personnel and round-
the-clock surveillance.

Heemphasised that maritime
threats are becoming increas-
ingly technology-driven and
multi-dimensional.



Major protests
against Pak Go
in PoK, 1 kijlet

Widespread demonstration
Dadyal, Bhimber, Kotli dis

vere reported from Plandri,
ict. Telecommunications across

PoK has been contptetely shut down, with cellular networks,
landlines, and DSL Internet services suspended.

MUZAFFARABAD, Sept 29 (ANI)

MASSIVE protests have broken out
in  Pakistan-occupied

crowds rallying in different areas,
raising slogans against what they
described as the denial of theirrights.
The scale of the gather-

Jammu and Kashmir
(PoJK) against the
Government of Anwar Ul
Haq Kakar and the
Pakistan leadership, as

Read Editorial
ENDORSEMENT
on page 14

ings reflected growing
anger across multiple
districts.

The Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) unitin PoJK

demonstrators demand basic rights.

According to local media reports, at

least one person has been killed and
several others injured.
Pictures from PoJK showed huge

amplified these protestsonline, issu-
ing a series of statements accusing
the Anwar-led Government of
“incompetence and repression” as

(Contd on page 3)




