AFSPA extended
for six more
months in th
Assam

AHATI, Sept 28 (PTI)

THE Armed Forces (Special
Powers) Act or AFSPA was
extended in three districts
of Assam for six more
months from October 1,
according to a notification
issued on Saturday.

The State Government
had recommended to the
Centre that the ‘Disturbed
Area’ status under the AFS-
PA be extended in Tinsukia,
Charaideo and Sivasagar
districts for an additional
period of six months,
according to the notifica-
tion issued by the state’s
Political (A) Department.

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs agreed with
the State Government’s view
to retain the status in the
three districts, and the
extension was granted.




Bharat will always

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar addresses
the 80th session of the
UNGA in New York. (PTI)

UNITED NATIONS, Sept
28 (PTI)

S Jaishankar
underlines that 3

BHARAT will always
maintain its freedom
of choice, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankarsaid, under-
lining that three key
conceptsof‘atmanirb-
harta), ‘atmaraksha’ and

key concepts of
‘atmanirbharta’,
‘atmaraksha’ and
‘atmavishwas’
guide India’s
approach in the
contemporary
world.

strengths and nur-
turing our own tal-
ent”, the minister
said.
“Weseeitsresults
already, be it in
manufacturing, in
space programmes,
in pharma produc-
tion or in digital
applications. Make,

‘atmavishwas’ guide

innovateanddesign

India'sapproach in the
contemporary world.

“Namaskar from the people of

Bharat,” Jaishankar said as he

in India also bene-

fit the world”, he said.
On ‘atmaraksha’, Jaishankar
said India remains determined

began his — to protect its
address to the Read Editorial people  and
GeneralDebate | ‘ABSURD THEATRICS' | secure  their
at the80th high- on page 6 interests,  at
level session of home and

the UN General Assembly on
Saturday.

Addressing world leaders, he
said Bharatapproaches the con-
temporaryworld,guided by three
key concepts of ‘atmanirbharta’
(self-reliance), ‘atmaraksha’ (self-
defence) and ‘atmavishwas’ (self-
confidence). ‘Atmanirbharta’
means developing “our own
capabilities, building our own

abroad. “That means zero toler-
ance for terrorism, robust
defence of our borders, forging
partnershipsbeyond and assist-

ing our community abroad.”
‘Atmavishwas’ entails that as
the most populous nation, as a
civilisational state and as a rap-
idlygrowingmajoreconomy, “we
are confident about who we are
(Contd on page 3)



NEW DELHI, Sept 28 (ANI)

THE Ministry of Panchayati Raj
will roll out the People’s Plan
Campaign (PPC) 2025-26: “Sabki
Yojana, Sabka Vikas” Abhiyaan
across all States and Union
Territories from 2nd October
2025, initiating the process for
preparation of Panchayat
Development Plans (PDPs) for
the Financial Year 2026-27.
Ministry said that since its
launch in 2018, the People’s Plan
Campaign  has  enabled
Panchayatsto prepare evidence-
based, convergentand inclusive
PDPs that reflect local priorities
and align with national goals
through Special Gram Sabha
meetings. “This exercise deepens
participatory planningand helps
infurther strengthening ofgrass-
roots institutions across the
country. Asperthe dataavailable
onthe eGramSwaraj Portal, more
than 18.13 lakh Panchayat
Development Plans comprising

anc; (GPDPs), Block Panchayat

DevelopmentPlans (BPDPs) and

District Panchayat Development
Plans (DPDPs) have been
uploaded since2019-20, of which
over 2.52 lakh Plans pertain to
the ongoingexercise for 2025-26,”
an official release stated.

The People’s Plan Campaign
2025-26seekstostrengthen par-
ticipatory, transparent and
accountable local governance.
Gram Sabhas will review previ-
ous GPDPs using digital plat-
forms (eGramSwaraj, Meri

Panchayat App, Panchayat NIR-
NAY), assess progress, address
delays, and prioritize unfinished
works with unspent Central
Finance Commission grants,
release stated.

Ministry said that planning
will be guided by the PAI, ensure
effective use of SabhaSaar,
enhance OSR, and promote
wider community participation.
“Special focus will be on tribal
empowerment under the Adi
Karmayogi Abhiyaan, making
Gram Sabhas decisive forums for
inclusive development aligned
with national goals.”

With active involvement of
Panchayat representatives, line
Departments, community mem-
bers and frontline staff, the
Campaign isexpected to further
strengthen transparency, con-
vergence and accountability in
the planningprocess, pavingthe
way forbetter service delivery and
improved outcomes in rural
areas.






UN arms embargo, other sarictions
reimposed on Iran oyer'its N-plans

Reuters
Ux_ﬂted Nations: The UN has [ “ \ “ { )
remstated an arms embargo Py N T

W o

and other sanctions on Iran
over 1ts nuclear prdgramme
following a process fyiggered

by European powers that Teh-
ran has warned will Be met
with a harsh response.

Britain, France and Ger-
many initiated the return of
sanctionson Iran at the UN Se-
curity Council over accusa-
tions it had violated a 2015 deal

that aimed to stop it develo-.

ping a nuclear bomb. Iran de-
nies seeking nuclear weapons.
The end of the decade-longnu-
clear deal originally agreed by

: Iren, Britain, Germany, Fran-

ce, the US, Russia and China is
likely to exacerbate tensions
in West Asia, just months after

Israel and the US bombed Ira- -

niannuclear sites.

UN sanctions imposed by
the Security Council in resolu-
tions adopted between 2006
and 2010 werereinstated at8pm

i EDTonSaturday(0000GMTon
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terassesasansasasans

i Sunday). Attempts to delay the

return of all sanctions on Iran
failed on the sidelines of the
annual gathering of world lea-
dersat the UN this week.
“Weurgelranandallstates

nys@iinajaint statement af.
ter the deadline passed. EU fo-

......
.......

Iranian parliament members hold a meetin

g in Tehran on Sunday

Iran denounces move as ‘unjustifiable’

ran on Sunday condemned as “unjustifiable” the reinstatement of
E UN sanctions over its nuclear programme. “The reactivation of
annulled resolutions is legally baseless and unjustifiable... all
countries mustrefrain from recognising this illegal situation,” the
Iranian foreign ministry said ina statement. “The Islamic Republic
of Iran will firmly defend its national rights and interests, and any
action aimedat undermining the rights and interests of its people
will face a firm and appropriate response,” itadded. Russiamade
clearit would not enforce sanctions, considering theminvalid. arp

tionof sanctionsonitsarchfoe
as a “major development”, ci-

ting what it called Tehran’s

ongoing violations over the
nuclear programme. “The go-
al is clear: prevent a nuclear-
armed Iran. The world must
use every tool to achieve this
goal,” the Israeli foreign mini-
strysaid inapostonX,

ted to a record low against he
US dollar on Sunday, accor-
ding to currency-tracking
websites. On the black market,
the rial was tradingat around
112 million rials against the
the Bonbast and Alan.
Chand websites reported, aho-
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ut a month after it had been
slightly above one millionrials
to the greenback.

With the return of UN
sanctions, Iran will again be
subjected to an arms embargo
and a ban on all uranium en-
richment and reprocessingac-
tivities, as well as any activity
related to ballistic missiles ca-
pableof deliveringnuclear we-
apons. Other sanctions to be
reimposed includea traye] ban
on dozens of citizens,
asset freezes on dozeng o peo-
Ple and entities and 3 pa,y on

the supply of anythip 2
uld be used in the nagg, D&t CO-

clear programme, “EUTE:; s nu-



Lauds New Delhi
For Not Buckling
Under Pressure

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: Russian foreign
minister Sergey Lavrov said
there’s no threat to India-
Russia economic partner-
ship from the strain in India-
US ties and complimented
India for showing “self-re-
spect” by not buckling under
ngits energy interests.
Speaking after a meeting
with his counterpart S Jaish-
ankar on the margins of the

Jaishankar and Lavrov on the sidelines of UNGA in New York Saturday

betweenIndiaand Russia,” he

- said addressing the media.

“We have full respect for
the national interests of Ind-
ia, full respect for the foreign
policy (PM) Narendra Modi is
carrying out to promote these
gatmnal interests,” added the
] ster; who is expected to

- visit Indiaahead of the India. -

annual summitin Dec.
was responding to
India’s continu-

m the US.

e iS no threat to this
1ip. And, if somebo-
) something of that
affairs, have sa-

id itloud and clear; India choo-

‘ses itsown parmers,” he said. -

Lavrov quoted Jaishan-
kar assaying “if the US wants
tosellits oil tous, weare prep-
ared to discuss the terms for
this, but what we buy from
other countries, not the US,
but from Russia or other cou-
ntries, that's our business,

and that has nothing to do

with the Indian-US agenda”.

_ + “Thatisavery worthyre-
Russian oil des-

sponse,” he said, adding that
it shows that India, like Tur-
kiye, has“self-respect”.
Lavrov also said Russian
President Vladimir Putin is

likely to visit India in Dec for -
the annual summit. “We have

hUS

ons: Russia.

a very extensive bilateral @
agenda — trade, military, tec- :
hnical cooperation, finance, :
humanitarian matters, healt-
hcare, high tech, AT —and of
course, close coordination at :
the international level, with- :
in the SCO, Brics and bilater- :
ally” he said. Lavrov also :
spoke about bilateral visits :
and regular exchanges be- :
tweenhimand Jaishankar. ~ :
“mnotevenaskingwhat :
is going to happen to our :
trade relations or oil? Idon't :
ask our Indian colleagues :
this. They are perfectly capa- :
bleof makingthesedecisions :
for themselves,” hesaid. -
To another question, Lav-
rov stressed tiesbetween Rus- |
sia and India is secure. “If the
US has proposals on how to
enrich bilateral trade betwe-
en the US and India, they are
prepared to discuss the terms
for that, whatever terms the
US might put forth,” he said.
“But when it comes to trade,
investment, economic, milita-
ry, technological and other re-
lations between India and thi-
rdstates, it issomething India
will discuss only with those
states in question,” headded.



