Russian warplanes
detected flying
near Alaska for
ninth time this
year: US milit

R jets scrambled to
identify and intercept four
Russian warplanes flying near
Alaska, the North American
Aerospace Defence Command
said on Thursday.

It's the third time in about a
month and the ninth time this
year that NORAD has reported
such an incident involving
Russian aircraft flying near
Alaska. This latest incident hap-
pened on Wednesday.

NORAD said in a statement
issued early Thursday that it
detected and tracked twoTu-95s
and two Su-35s operating in the
Alaskan Air Defence
Identification Zone, or the ADIZ.

Nine US aircraft — an E-3
Sentrycommand and control air-
craft, four F-16sand four KC-135
tankers — scrambled to posi-
tively identify and intercept the
Russian jets, NORAD said.

The Russianaircraft remained
ininternational airspaceand did
notenter American or Canadian
sovereign airspace, it said. Such
Russian activity near Alaska
occurs regularly and is not seen
as a threat, it added in its state-
ment. The incident comes after
President Donald Trump said
Tuesday thathe believed Ukraine
could win back all territory lost
to Russia, a dramatic shift from
the Republican’s repeated calls
for Kyiv to make concessions to
end Russia’s war in Ukraine.

NATO warned Russia on
Tuesday that it would use all
meanstodefend againstany fur-
therbreachesofitsairspace after
the downing this month of
Russian drones over Poland and
Estonia’s report of an intrusion
by Russian fighter jets last week.

Trump on Tuesday said NATO
countries should shoot down
Russian aircraftifthey enter their
airspace. Asked if the US would
back up NATO allies in such a
situation, Trump said “it depends
on the circumstance.”

Following a summit with
Russian PresidentVladmir Putin
in Alaska last month, Trump said
he was arranging for direct talks
between Putin and Zelenskyy.



Air Force use would've slowed Chinese

PUNE, Sept 25 (PT1)

CHIEF of Defence Staff General
Anil Chauhan has said the use
of Air Foree would have slowed
the Chinese offensive consider-
ably duringthe 1962 Sino-Indian
war, anditmay have been termed
as "escalatory” then, but that is
not the case now ds seen in
Operation Sindoor,

Speaking about the war with
China b3 years ago, he noted the
forward pelicy should not have
been applied uniformly 1o
Ladakh and NEFA (North-East
Frontier Agency) or present-day
Arunachal Pradesh, arguing the
two regions had different histo-
ries of dispute and entirely dil-
ferent terrain, and following iden-
tical policies was lawed.

Overthe years, the security sit-
vation has changed and the face
of warfare itselt has got trans-

formed, the Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) maintained.
General Chauhan made the
remnarksinarecorded video mes-
sage plaved on Wednesday dur-
ing the release of the revised
autobiography  of the late
Lieutenant General 5 P P Thorat
- 'Bevedlle to Retreat’ - in Pune.
Lt GenThorat was the General
Officer Commanding-in-Chief,
Eastern Command, in the lead-
up to the Sino-Indian war.
General Chauhan said the
autobiography of Lt Gen Thorat
was more than a soldier's mem-
oir, and it offered valuable
insights into leadership, strate.
gyand India’s military history.
The CDS said lie was request-
ed to speak about forward poli-
cyandaboutnotusing the Indian
Alr Force (IAF) during the 1962
war,
“To comment on the adequa-

ey or inadequacy of the forward
policyat this time is slightly dif-
fieult. Ourviews will be coloured
due 1o many reasons, like geog-
raphy has changed entirely and
s0 has geopolitics,” he noted.

Owertheyears, thesecuritysit-
uation has changed and force
levels, wo, have changed, said
General Chauhan.

“AllT can say is that the for-
weared policy should not have been
applied uniformiy to Ladakhand
NEFA. The two regions had very

different historiesofthedispute,
a different security context and
entirely different terrain,
“InLadakh, Chinahad already
accupied much of Indian teri-
tory, whereas in NEFA, the legit-
imacy of Indias claim was
stronger. 'To equate the two and
pursue identical policies was, in
my view, a bit fawed,” he said.
The CDS suggested Lt Gen
Thorat did think about using the
IAF, but the then-Government
did not permit such a move,
“They would have had a sig-
nilicant advantage during the
1962 conflict. Shorter turnaround
times, # favourable geography
and the ability to bring maximum
payloads to bear with maximum
weight on the enemy. Use of air
power would have slowed Lhe
Chinese offensive considerably,
ifnot stymied it completely.

“This would have given the

Army much more time to pre-
pare, In those days, [ think, the
use of the Air Force was consid-
ered escalatory, This, 1 think, is
no longer true, and Operation
Sindoorisan apt example ofthis,”
he maintoined.

Notably, Operation Sindoorin
May this vear involved India
employing its air power Lo dis-
mantle terror hubs in Pakistan
and PoK following the Pahalgam
massacre in April.

" Reveille to Retreat is not sim-
plyanautobiography. I's a rellec-
tion on leadership, strategy and
service. [Lsheds light onthe deci-
sions of power, critiques them
with honesty and draws lessons
that largely remain relevant
today." General Chauhan stat-
ed, The CDS recalled Lt Gen
Thiorat, during hisdistinguished
careerthat spanned preand post
independent India, had served

ansive in 1962 war; 0D Chauhan

in conflict zones which remain
troubled even now, loncluding
Waziristan and  Peshawar
{Pakistan),

He commanded his battalion
in Burma's Arakan {now Rakhine)
state, where his leadership
earned him the Distinguished
Service Order, and later fought
in the historic battles of Kohima
and Imphal, said General
Chauhan,

lt Gen Thorat also com-
manded the Custodian Foree in
Korea after the Armistice and
was awarded the Ashoka Chakra
Class IT (later renamed the Kirti
Chakra) as well as the Padma
Bhushan, he said.

“Korea remnains divided along
the 38th parallel, one of the
world's most volatile fault lines,
showing the continuity of con-
flict he had once helped man-
age," the CDS said.



NEW YORK, Sept 25 (PTI)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister
Jaishankar held a series of bilat-
eral meetings with his counter-
parts from Mexico, Cyprus, and
several Pacific Island nations on
the sidelines of the 80th session
of the United Nations General
Assembly, reaffirming India’s
commitment to strengthening
global partnerships.

Sharing about the meetings in
a series of social media posts,
Jaishankar said he met Juan
Ramon de la Fuente, Secretary of
Foreign Affairs of Mexico, on
Wednesday here, and both sides
agreed to “build on our recent
exchanges and create a fresh

China announces
new climate goal
to cut emissions

UNITED NATIONS, Sept 25 (AP)

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar during a meeting with Cyprus Foreign Minister Constantinos
Kombos and Secretary of Foreign Affairs of Mexico Juan Ramon de la Fuente, in New York.

(PTI)

roadmap” to enhance bilateral
ties. He also held talks with Cypriot
Foreign Minister Constantinos
Kombos during which the two
leadersreviewed progressin bilat-
eralrelationssince Prime Minister
NarendraModi'svisitto theisland
nation earlier this year.

“Appreciate his insights on
developments in  Europe.
Reaffirmed support for a com-
prehensiveand lastingsettlement
of the Cyprus Question in accor-
dance with the agreed UN frame-
work and relevant UNSC resolu-
tions,” Jaishankarsaid, addingthat

he looked forward to welcoming
Kombos to India soon,

The EAM also metleaders from
several Pacific nationson theside-
linesofthe FIPIC (Forum for India-
Pacific Islands Cooperation)
Foreign Ministers' Meeting held
on Wednesday.



India’s mfantry comk

NEW DELHL, Sept 25 (LIANS)

THE Wheeled Armoured
Platform (WhAP 8x8) -- a next-
generation modular combat

vehiclejointlydesigned by India’s
Defence  Resedej ang
Development  Orgalgatigh

(DRDO) and developed by Tata
Advanced Systems Limited
(TASL), is ready to get exported.

Engineered for high mobility,
survivability, and mission versa-
tility, WhAP 8x8 represents asig-
nificant leap in India’s indige-
nous defence capabilities and is
now poised to make its mark on
the global stage.

WhAP 8x8 is India’s first
amphibious wheeled infantry

ehicle to make global mark
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combat vehicle.

It features a survivablemono-
coque hull with scalable ballis-
tic and mine protection, inde-
pendent suspension, and a cen-

e

tral tyre inflation system—mak-
ingit highly adaptable to rugged
terrains and combat zones.
The vehicle is powered by a
high-performance engine and

supports both manned and
unmanned weapon stations,
including anti-tank guided mis-
sile (ATGM) systems. Cleared for
production and export in
October 2019, the DRDO-
designed WhAP 8x8 combat vehi-
cle marked a tuming point in
India’s defence innovation.
That same year, the Army
sought 198 such platforms to
replace ageing BRDM-2s and
support mechanised infantry
across diverse terrains.
Showcased during the 2023
Republic Day parade, the
Armoured Personnel Carrier vari-
ant featured composite armour,
a 30 mm BMP-2 turret, and
advanced blast protection.




GCurfew imposed in Ladakh, 58-detained

LEH, Sept 25 (PTI)

AT LEAST 50 people were
detained as police and paramil-
itary forces strictly implement-
ed curfew on Thursday in the
violence-hit Leh, wherefourpeo-
ple were killed and over 80 oth-
ers were injured when wide-
spread clashes broke out a day
before.

A shutdown called by the Leh
Apex Body (LAB) -- to advance
talkswith the Centre ondemand
for statehood and extension of
Sixth Schedule to Ladakh -- had
descended into violence, arson
and streetclashesonWednesday.

Sl 1S well, includ-
ingKargilwhere ashutdownwas
called by the Kargil Democratic
Alliance (KDA) in support of cli-
mate activist Sonam Wangchulk,
who was leadinga hunger strike.
“The situation in the curfew-
bound areas is well under con-
trol. There are no untoward inci-
dentsreported from anywhere,”
a police official told PTL
Hesaid around 50 people were
detained overnight for their
involvement in the violence.
(Contd on page 5)

Police personnel stand guard a day after violence erupted over
statehood and other demands, in Leh, Ladakh on Thursday.

(PTI)




Rail-based mobile
launcher system
demonstrates
capability to
deploy missile
across country

| NEW DELHI, Sept 25 (PTI)

| INDIA has successfully test-

| fired the Agni-Prime missile

4 witharangeof2,000 km from

1 a rail-based mobile launcher

| system, demonstrating its

4 capability to deploy the mis-
¥ sile across the country.

1 Aday after the next-gener-

ation missile was tested,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Thursday that
it put India in the group of
The ‘Agni-Prime’ missile with a  select nations having capa-
range of 2,000 km is being bility tolaunchsuchaweapon
test-fired from a rail-based system from the rail network.
mobile launcher system. (PTI)  The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), in collaboration with the Strategic Forces Command
(SFC), carried out the “successful” launch of intermediate range
Agni-Prime missile under a full operational scenario on
Wednesday, the Defence Ministry said.

[t has not disclosed the location of test-firing of the weapon
system. The “first-of-its-kind” launch carried out from special-
ly designed rail-based mobile launcher, has the capability to
move on rail network without any pre-conditions and it allows
users to have across country mobility and launch within ashort
reaction time, Singh said. “This successful flight test has put
India in the group of select nations having capabilities that have
developed canisterised launch system from on the move rail
network,” hesaid onX. The Ministrysaid the missileis equipped
with all independent launch capability features, including the
(Contd on page 5)




Govt inks 62,370 cr
contract with HAL
for procurement

NEW DELHI. Sept 25 (PTI)

THE Defence Ministry on
Thursdaysealed aRs 62,370 crore
deal with the Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) to pro-
cure 97 Tejas MK-1A light com-
bat aircraft for the Indian Air
Force.

The signing of the contract
came over a month after the
Cabinet Committee on Security
(CCS) headed by Prime Minister

Narendra Modigreen-lighted the
mega procurement,

The delivery of the Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA) would
commence in 2027-28 and the

supplies will have to be com-
pleted over a period of six years,
officials said.

“The Ministry of Defence
signed a contractwithHindustan

Tejas jets

Aeronautics Limited (HAL) for
procurementof 97 Light Combat
Aircraft (LCA) Mk1A, including
68 fighters and 29 twin seaters,
along with associated equip-
ment, for the Indian Air Force,
at a cost of over Rs. 62,370 crore
(excluding taxes),” according to
an official readout.

Itis the second such contract
awarded to the state-run aero-
space behemoth. In February
2021, the Defence Ministry sealed
a Rs 48,000 crore deal with HAL
for procurement of 83 Tejas MK-
1A jets for the IAE

“The aircraft will have an
indigenous content of over 64
per cent,with 67 additional items
incorporated, overandabove the
previous LCA MkIA contract

(Contd on page 5)



