4 killed, 80 injured in Ladakh ‘statehood’ protests

Administration imposed

restrictions in Leh after
protesters pelted stones
at police, torched some
vehicles, vandalisetiem
torched the BJP office
and tried to torch the

Secretariat of the Leh
Hill Development Council

LEH, Sept 24 (PTD)

THEstatehood for Ladakh move-
ment descended into violence,
arson and street clashes hereon
Wednesday, leaving four people
dead and at least 80 injured,
including 40 police personnel,

People protest over the statehood demand and the inclusion of

Ladakh under the Sixth Schedule in Leh on Wednesday.

(PTI)

officials said.

As the sun set on what is
arguably the worstday of violence
since 1989 in the cold desert
region, cdimate activist Sonam

Wangchuk called off his fort-
night-long hungerstrike to press
for statehood and extension of
the Sixth Schedule to Ladakh,
while authorities clamped cur-

few in the Leh district.

Groups of youths, indulging
in arson and vandalism, target-
ed the headquarters of the BJP
and the Hill Council and set
ablazevehicles. Police and para-
military forces, deployed in
strength across thetown, lobbed
teargas shells to bring the situa-
tion under control, the officials
said.

With atleast sixofthoseinjured
in a critical condition, there are
fears the death toll could go up.

The Centre alleged that the
mob violence was guided by the
“provocative statements’ of
activist Wangchuk, and certain
“politically motivated” individ-
uals were not happy with the
progress made in the ongoing
talks between the representa-
tives of the Government and
Ladakhi groups.

(Contd on page 3)

Frustration among
youth triggered
clashes: Wangchuk

LEH, Sept 24 (PTI)

CLIMATE activist Sonam
Wangchuk expressedsadness
over theincidents ofviolence
in Leh and blamed the
frustradon building in the
youth for the incidents that
unfolded.

Wangchuk was leading a
hunger strike in Leh over the
demand for Sixth Schedule
and statehood, had called off
the hunger strike earlier in
the day after a large number
of youths took to the streets
on Wednesday.
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INDIA'S proposed air defe
system Sudarshan Chakra
be the “mother of all air defence
systems combined together” and
will include counter-drone,
counter-UAV and counter-
hypersonic systems among oth-
ers, atop military official said on
Tuesday.

In his address at a conference
‘Counter UAVs & Air Defence
Systems: Future of Modern
Warfare' here, ChiefofIntegrated
Defence Staff (CISC) Air Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit also said that the
adversary has learnt from
Operation Sindoorand so“wewill
have to be two steps ahead” of
them in military thinking and
planning,

The eventsaw participation of
senior military officers, repre-

Ill be mother

systems’

Air Marshal

sentatives of various firmsin the
defence industry and domain
experts.

Air Marshal Dixit gave refer-
ences to the recent Azerbaijan-
Armenia conflict, the Russia-

Ukraine war and how relatively
much cheaper drones have
played a critical role in inflicting
huge damage to expensive mil-
itary assets of the other side.
They have created an “inno-

vation adaption cycle” and
Indianindustry, think-tanks,aca-
demia job should be to think
“two steps ahead” to say ahead
of the adversary, as it is “like a
game of chess”, he said.

Like ‘Make in India’, you have
tostart Thinkin India’ andideate,
he urged the defence industry.

On Operation Sindoor, Air
Marshal Dixitsaid certain drones
which “we caught were sophis-
ticated, using... Al, visualmeans,
andevenifwe jam theirGPS, they
were able to reach somewhere
close”. “They are also working
andbecomingbetter, sowe have
to go one step ahead,” he said.

Air Marshal Dixit, however,
asserted that it seems “our count-
er-droneand GPS-jammingsys-
tems worked well, as damage
caused by these drones have
been almost nil".
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NEW DELHI, Sept 24 (PTI)

INDIAN Navy's second state-of-
the-art anti-submarine warfare
shallow water craf} ‘Androth’,
equipped with advanfled weapon
and sensor suites, afg modg
communication systemS 8 set to
be commissioned by the Indian
NavyatVisakhapatnam on October
6, officials said on Tuesday.

Built by Garden Reach
Shipbuildersand Engineers (GRSE)
Ltd., Kolkata, with over “80 per
centindigenous components”, the
warship is a testament to the
Government of India’s vision of
‘Aatmanirbharta’ and a shining
symbol of country’s growing mar-
itime sell-reliance.

Constructed under theguidance
of the Directorate of Ship
Productionandtheoversight of the
Warship Overseeing Team in
Kolkata, Androth’ was handed over
to the Indian Navy on September
13.

The commissioning ceremony
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at Naval Dockyard, Visakhapatnam
on October6, willbe presided over
byVice Admiral Rajesh Pendharkar,
Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief, Eastern Naval Command, a
Navy spokesperson said.

e R -
The event marks the formal
induction of the second of the six-
teen ASW-SWC ships into the
Indian Navy, he said here on
Tuesday.

Thename ‘Androth’ holds strate-

gic and symbolic significance,
derived from AndrothIsland in the
Lakshadweep archipelago, under-
scoring India’s commitment to
safeguardingits vastmaritime ter-
ritories, the Navy said.



‘India, US trade tal

NEW DELHI, Sept 24 (PTI)

INDIA, US talks are happeging
atdifferent levels covering bot
trade and non-trade issues, an
official said. Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
isin the US for trade talks. He is
accompanied by seniorofficials
of the Ministry, including spe-
cial secretary and India’s chief
negotiator Rajesh Agrawal.

“Talks are happening at dif-
ferent levels,” the official said,
adding the Minister led team is
expected to return from the US
later this week.

Goyal has held discussions
with his US counterpart.This
visit comes in the backdrop of

recently con-
cluded day-long
discussiong
Delhi
between  US
Chief Negotiator
Brendan Lynch
and Agrawal on
the proposed
bilateral trade agreement.

On September 16, the
Commerce Ministry stated that
the day-long discussions with the
visiting US team on a bilateral
trade deal were positive, and
both sides agreed to push foran
early and mutually beneficial
conclusion of the agreement.

The visit of the high-ranking
US trade officials came for the

first time after
the imposition
ofa 25 per cent
tariff and an
additional 25
per cent penal-
ty on Indian
goods entering
the American
marketforbuying Russiancrude
oil.

In February this year, leaders
of the two countries directed
officials tonegotiatea proposed
Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA).
It was planned to conclude the
first tranche of the pact by the
fall(October-November) of 2025.
So far, five rounds of negotia-
tions have been held.

in at different levels’

The pact is aimed at more
thandoubling thebilateraltrade
to USD 500 billion by 2030 from
the current USD 191 billion.

Goyalvisited Washington ear-
lier in May for the trade talks.
He held deliberations with US
Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick in Washington.

The US remained India’s
largest trading partner for the
fourth consecutiveyearin 2024-
25, with bilateral trade valued at
USD 131,84 billion (USD 86.5 bil-
lion exports). The US accounts
for about 18 per cent of India's
total goodsexports,6.22 percent
in imports, and 10.73 per cent
in the country’s total merchan-
dise trade.



NEW YORK. Sept 24 (PTD)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar has urged Global
South countries to reduce
dependence on any single sup-
plier or market by building
resilient supply chains, along-
side promoting fair economic
practices, and boosting South-
South trade and technology col-
laborations.

Addressing a high-level meet-
ingofLike-Minded Global South
Countries on thesidelines of the
80th session of the United
Nations General Assembly here
onTuesday, Jaishankarsaid,"We
meel in increasingly uncertain

The concept 0
multilateralism is
under attack and
international
organisations
are being
rendered
ineffective or
starved of
resources, said

Jaishankar

times, when thestateof the world
isa cause for mountingconcern
for member States,”

The Global South, he said, in
particular, is confronted with a

set of challenges, from pandemic
shocks and wars in Ukraine and
Gaza to extreme climate events,
volatile trade, uncertainty in

(Contd on page 3)

On the sidelines of the 80th session of the United N=ziions General Assembly

Tariff imposed on
‘close partner’ India
for purchasing
Russian oil: Rubio

NEW YORK, Sept 24 (PTI)

INDIA is a very close partner of
the US, but
President
Donald
Trump has
imposed
additional tar-
iffs on New
Delhi for its
purchases of
Russian oil as part ofactions tak-
en against President Vladimir
Putin for the Ukraine war,
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
has said.

India mostly
with us, says
Zelenskyy

WASHINGTON, Sept 24 (PTT)

UKRAINIAN President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said that
India is "mostly with us” and
expressed
hope that
New Delhiwill
change its
attitude tothe
Russian ener-
gy sector with
US President
Donald
Trump's intervention.
Zelenskyy was answering a
question during an interview
with Fox News about China and
India contributinglo Russia’s war.




Backbone

of IAF’s

combat fleet

Air Chief
Marshal A P
Singh will fly
the last sortie
of the
Squadron
with the call
sign

‘Badal 3’

MiG-21 fighter

CHANDIGARH, Sept 24 (PTI)

THE legendary Russian-origin
MiG-21 fighter jets, which have
heen the backbongallndian Al
Foree's combat leel Ve s
decades, are finally set to retire
from the IAF at a decommis-
sioning event in Chandigarh,
wheretheiconicaircraftwas first
inducted over six decades ago,

The official culmination of
MiG-21 operations is set for
September 26 with a ceremaoni-
alllypastand decommissioning
event, marking the closure of a
historic chapter in India’s air

CWET,

The last of the MiG-21 jets,
belonging to number 23
Squadron nicknamed
“Panthers”, will be given a
farewell at the decommission-
ingceremony at the Chandigarh
Air Force station,

Indian Air Force MiG-21 aircraft during rehearsals ahead of the ‘MiG-21 Operational Flying
Culmination Ceremony’ at Chandigarh Air Force Station on Wednesday.

S to retire tomorrow ]‘

On Friday, Air Chiel Marshal
A P Singh, will fly the last sortie
of the Squadron with the call
sign 'Badal 3" Dilbagh Singh,
who hecame the 1AF chief in
1981, had led the first MiG-21
Squadron here in 1963.

In a recent post on X about
theretiring Mig-21s, the [AF said,
“Six decades of service, count-
less tales of courage, a warhorse
that carried pride of @ nation
into the skies".

Defence Minister Hajnath
Singh, Chiefl of Defence Staff
General Anil Chauhan, Army
chiel General Upendra Dwivedi,
Air Chief Marshal AT Singhand
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K
Iripathi, will be among those
present on the occasion hereon
Friday. Further, as per the ten-
tative programme, six former
IAF chiefs A Y Tipnis,

(Contd on page 3




