UNITED NATIONS, Sept 10 (AP)

SOARINGglobal military expen-
ditures are reducing essential
investments in headgh, educa-
tion and job creation aff@ON t
guarantee peace, the United
Nations chiefwarned onTuesday.

Secretary-General Antonio
Guterressaid theevidenceisclear
that heavy military spending
often undermines peace by
“fuelling arms races, deepening
mistrustand diverting resources
from the veryfoundationsofsta-
bility.” With military spending
surging to a record USD 2.7 tril-
lion following a decade-long mil-
itary build-up, the UN studied
theimpact on UN development
goals for 2030.

The resulting report, “The
Security We Need: Rebalancing
Military Spending for a
Sustainable and Peaceful

Future,” is expected to be dis-
cussed at the annual meeting of
world leaders at the General
Assemblystarting September22.

The 17 goalsadopted by world
leaders in 2015 include ending
global hunger, promoting good
health and providing quality edu-
cation for every child, while
reducing inequalities in the
world. In his July report on the
status of the goals in 2025,
Guterres said only 35 per cent of
them are on track.

He said Tuesday his report is

acalltoactiontorebalance glob-
al budgets and spending,
stressing that the current trajec-
tory of military spending is
“unsustainable.”

“A more secure world begins
by investing at least as much in
fighting povertyaswe doinfight-
ing wars,” Guterres said. Last
year’s USD 2.7 trillion in global
military spendingis projectedto
reach USD 6.6 trillion by 2035 if
current trends persist. And
increased military spending is
widespread, with more than 100
countries boosting expenditures
last year.

“Redirectingeven afraction of
today’s military spending could
close vital gaps,” Guterres said,
“Putting children in school,
strengthening primary health
care, expanding clean energy and
resilientinfrastructure, and pro-
tecting the most vulnerable.”



ISRO inks pact with HA

NEW DELHL, Sept 10 (PTI)

ISRO signed aformal agreement
with Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited on Wednesd ay for the

duction of Small Satel
Vehicles, marking a significant
step in industry participation in
the space sector.

The agreement, the 100th
transler of technologyagreement
facilitated by space sector pro-
moter INSPACe, was inked in
Bengaluru by the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO),
NewSpace India Limited (NSIL)
and INSPACe with Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
which outhid a consortium led
by Adani Group-backed Alpha
Design Technologies.

The aim is to complete the
entire technology transfer
process within 24 months from
the date of signing of the agree-
ment, a statement from the
Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre (INSPACe) said.

During this period, ISRO will
provide necessary training and
technical support to HAL for
acquiring the knowhow of the
Small Satellite Launch Vehicles
(SSLV), it added.

“With India’s liberalisation of
the commercial space sector,
opportunities are certainly
growing. At ISRO, we have a
dynamic technology transfer
mechanism to realise shared
goals,” ISRO chairman V
Narayanan said.

or transfer of SSLV tech

He said ISRO will guide the
HAL team on the preparedness-
to-flight tangent of SSLVs
thatwould define the next phase
of deep-tech collaboration in
space in India.

“ISRO, HAL, NSILand INSPACe
coming together for the SSIV
technology transfersignals avital
leap towards this endeavour. It
reflects Government of India’s
vision to empower the space
industry and establish India as
a global hub for affordable and
relinble  launch  services,”
INSPACe chairman Pawan
Kumar Goenka said.

He said the agreement will
allowHALo independently take
up realisation of SSIV and cater
to both domestic and interna-
tional markets.



NATO scrambles jet
down Russian

WOHYN. Sept 10 (AP)

MULTIPLE Russian drone
crossed into Poland in what
European officials described
Wednesday as an deliberate
provocation, causing NATO to
send fighter jets to shoot them
down. A NATO spokesman said
it was the first time the alliance
confronted a potential threat in
its airspace.

Theincursion, which occurred
during a wave of strikes by the
Kremlin on Ukraine, and the
NATO response swiftly raised
fears thatthe war could spill over
— a fear that has been growing
in Europe as Russia steps up its
attacks and peace efforts go
nowhere.

Russia's Defense Ministry said
it did not target Poland, while
Belarus, a close ally of Moscow,
said it tracked some drones that
“lost their course” because they
were jammed.

However, several European
leaders said they believed the
incursion amounted toaninten-
tional expansion of Russia’s

st Ukraine.
i's warisescalating, not
1g," European Union [or-
eign policy chief Kaja Kallas told
reporters in Brussels. “What
(Russian President Vladimir)
Putin wants to do is to test us.
What happened in Poland is a
game changer,” and it should
result in stronger sanctions,

Polish airspace has been vio-
lated many times since Russia’s
full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022, but never on this scale in
Poland or anywhereelsein NATO
territory. Poland said some of the
drones camefrom Belarus, where
Russian and Belarusian troops
have begun gathering for war
games scheduled to start Friday.

[t was not immediately clear
howmany drones wereinvolved.
Polish Prime Minister Donald
Tusk told Parliament 19 viola-
tions were recorded over seven
hours, but he said information
was still being gathered. Polish
authorities said nine crash sites
were found, with some of them
hundreds ofkilometers from the
border.

assault

shoot

es in Poland

"There are definitely no
grounds to suspect that this was
a course correction mistake or
the like,” German Delense
Minister Boris Pistorius told par-
liament. “These drones were very
clearly put on this course delib-
erately.”

Dutch fighter jets came to
Poland'’s aid and intercepted
some drones. Polish Foreign
Minister Radek Sikorski later
thanked the Dutch government
“for the magnificent perform-
ance of Dutch pilots in neutral-
izing” the drones.

NATO met to discuss the inci-
dent, whichcame three days after
Russia’s largest aerial attack on
Ukraine since the war began.

Poland says some drones
came from Belarus

Tusk told parliament that the
first violation came at approxi-
mately 11:30 pm Tuesday and
the last around 6:30 am
Wednesday. Earlier, Defense
Minister Wladyslaw Kosiniak-
Kamysz wrote on X that more
than 10 objects crossed into
Polish airspace.



on Wednesday discussed with
his Italian counterpart Giorgia
Meloni the proposed free trade
agreement between India and
the European Union (EU) and
thanked her for supporting it.
Inaphoneconversation, Modi
also discussed with Meloniways
to end the conflict in Ukraine as
well as theimplementation ofthe
India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEEEC).
“Had an excellent conversation
with Prime Minister Giorgia
Meloni, We reaffirmed our joint
commitment to deepen India-
Italy Strategic Partnership, and
shared interest in bringing an
early end to the conflict in
Ukraine,” Modi said on X.
“Thanked PM MeloniforItaly’s
proactive support for conclud-
ing a mutually beneficial India-
EU trade agreement and pro-

motingconnectivity through the
IMEEEC initiative,” he said.

India and the EU are looking
at firming up the proposed free
tradeagreement (FTA) by theend
of this year. The two sides are
holding the 13th round of nego-
tiations in New Delhi this week.

India and the EU relaunched
the negotiationsfor the free trade
agreement (FTA) in June 2022
after a gap of over eight years.

AnIndianreadoutsaid the two
leaders reviewed and positively
assessed the developments in
bilateral strategic partnership
across sectors such as invest-
ment, defence, security, space,
science and technology, educa-
tion, people-to-people ties and
counter-terrorism.

Both leaders reaffirmed their
commitment towards further
deepeningofthe partnership,in
line with the jointstrategic action
plan -2025-29, it said.

“They also exchanged views

nterpart Meloni;
Ukraine conflict

on regional and global issues of
mutual interest. They agreed on
the need for an early and peace-
ful resolution of the conflict in
Ukraine. PM Modi reiterated
India’s full support for efforts in
this direction,” the readout not-
ed. Itsaid Melonireiterated Italy’s
strong supportfor conclusion of
a mutually beneficial India-EU
free trade agreement at the ear-
liest, and for the success of the
Al Impact Summit to be hosted
by India in 2026.

Theleaders also agreed on tak-
ing steps to promote connectiv-
ity under IMEEEC initiative.

The IMEEC initiative was
firmed up on the sidelines of the
G20 Summit in Delhi in 2023.

Billed as a pathbreaking ini-
tiative, it envisages a vast road,
railroad and shipping networks
among Saudi Arabia, India, the
US and Europe with an aim to
ensure integration among Asia,
Middle East and West.




UNITED NATIONS, Sept 10 (IANS

PEACEKEEPINGoperationscan be effective onlyif the Security Council
is reformed to give it the legitimacy that comes from reflecting the
contemporary realities, according to India.

“The effectiveness of UN peace-
keeping is tied to the structure and
legitimacy of the UN Security
Council, whichmust bereformed to [
ensure expansion in both perma-
nentand non-permanent categories |
to reflect the contemporary reali-
ties,” India’s Permanent
Representative P Harish said on
Wednesday.

The major contributors, like India
-- which has sent the most troops -
- to peacekeeping operations are shut out of the permanent mem-
bership in the Council, which gives the missions their mandates.
To address the emerging challenges to peacekeeping, consensus
arrived through amember state-driven process of wide-ranging con-
sultations is essential, Harish said.

All stakeholders, particularly the troop and police-contributing
countries, should participate in the process, he added.

India’s Permanent
Representative P Harish




Airspace violated by Russian

WARSAW, Sept 10 (AP)

POLAND said early on
Wednesday thatits airspace was
vinlated by Russian drones, and
that the country and its NATO
alliesshotdownsomethatposed
a direct threar.

Polish Prime Minister Donald
Tusk wrote on social media that
“Last night the Polish airspace
was violated by a huge number
olRussiandrones. Those drones
that posed a direct threat were
shot down.”

Poland’s armed forces were on
a heightened state of alert
overnight Tuesday and eady
Wednesday because ofwhatthey
described as “further massive
airstrikes against targets locat-
ed in Ukraine,”

Defence Minister Wladyslaw
Kosiniak-Kamysz wroteonX that

Polish Prime Minister
Donald Tusk

“more than ten objects” crossed
into Polish airspace, and those
that constituted arisk to Poland’s
security were neutralised.

Warsaw's Chopin Airportsus-
pended flights for several hours,
citingthe closure ofairspace due
to military operations.

The Polish armed forces said

Wednesday morning that a
search for possible crash sites is
ongoing and urged people not

contain hazardous material.
Poland has complained about
Russian objects entering its air-
space duringattacks on Ukraine
before. In August, Poland's
defence minister said that a fly-
ing object that crashed and
exploded in a cornfield in east-
ern Poland was identified as a
Russian drone, and called it a
provocation by Russia. InMarch,
Poland scrambled jets after a
Russian missile briefly passed
through Polish airspace on its
way to a target in western
Ukraine, and in 2022, a missile
that was likely fired by Ukraine
to intercept a Russian attack

ople in Ukraine’s western
Khmelnytskyi region, its head
Serhii Tiurin wrote on Telegram
early Wednesday morning. He
said a sewing factory was
destroyed, a gas station and vehi-
clesweredamaged, and windows
in several houses were blown
out. One person was killed and
one injured in the Zhytomyr
region overnight, regional
administration head Vitalii
Bunechko wrote on Telegram,
whilehomesand businesses suf-
fered damage. In the Vinnytsia
region, Russian drones damaged
“civilian and industrial infra-
structure,” according to region-
alhead Natalia Zaboloma. Nearly
30 residential buildings were
damaged, and one person was
injured. In the Cherkasy region,

S: Poland

several houses and a powergrid
were damaged in a Russian
attack. In Zolotonosha district,
a shock wave destroyed a barn
killing two cows, regional head
Thor Taburets wrote on Telegram.

The Russian Defence Ministry
said in its morning report on
Wednesday thatithaddestroyed
122 Ukrainian drones over vari-
ous Russian regions overnight,
including over the illegally
annexed Crimeaand areas of the
Black Sea. Joint military drills
involving Russian and Belarusian
troops are due to take place in
Belarus starting Friday and will
last until September 16.

Troops from both countries
will simulate repelling an attack,
including airstrikes and sabo-
tage, according to official reports
of the games, dubbed “Zapad
2025," or "West 2025."



