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France to get 5Sth PM
than 2 years as

the govt over its plans to tame
the ballooning national debt,
deepening a political crisis
and handing President Em-
manuel Macron the task of
finding a fifth prime minister
inlessthantwoyears.
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NEW DELHI, Sept 8 (PTI)

< Vice Presi

date B Sudershan Reddy for Tues ay's vice-presidential
election, with the BJP-led alliance having a clear edge in

the poll necessitated due to the sudden resignation of

Jagdeep Dhankhar.

Members of both Houses of Parliament will cast their

votes in the Parliament House between 10 AM and 5 PM
on Tuesday. Counting votes will begin at 6 PM, and the
results will be announced late evening.

ntial
today

Members of Parliament are not bound by party whips
to vote in the Vice Presidential election, which takes place
under a secret ballot system.

TheBJP-led NDA and the Congress-led Opposition group-
ing held separate meetings with their respective MPs on
poll eve to sensitise them about the election process and
also held mock polls.

The MPs will be handed out ballot papers containing
the names of the two contesting candidates and will have
to mark their preference by writing the figure ‘1’ opposite
the name of the candidate of their choice.

(Contd on page 5)

Opposition
nominee,

B S Reddy

INDIAN VICE-PRESIDENT ELECTION

System of election: Proportional representation by
means of single transferable vote through a secret ballot

The Electoral College consists of

Total number of voters: 188 piace of poll: | Value of
Rajya Sabha Members: Pa:i:::nt Eacg::m:
gﬂg vacant)

Mominated: 12 \ ‘_‘?/
Lok Sabha Members:

Elected: 543 UL
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BJD, BRS to abstain from voting

BHUBANESWAR, Sept 8 (PTI)

ODISHA'S principal Opposition party, Biju Janata
Dal (BJD), on Monday announced that its MPs will
abstain from voting in the September 9 vice presiden-
tial elections. The party, headed by former Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, said it took the decision as part of its
policy of “maintaining an equal distance” from both
the BJP-led NDA and Congress-led INDIA bloc at the
national level.

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) also announced
on Monday that ithas decided to abstain from the Vice-
Presidential election.

(Contd on page 5)
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KOLKATA, Sepi 8

Navy conduct hs

INDIAN Army's para special forces,
and Navy's marine co syeh
Marcos conducted aweek-longjoint
scuba and combat diving exercise
in chilling conditions at an altitude
of 17,000 feet in Sikkim, a Defence
official said on Monday.

He maintained that exercises of

this nature also enhance jointman-
ship between the services, sharpen
specialised combat skills, andensure
that India’s elite forces remain mis-
sion-ready across diverse terrains -
- from high Himalayas to deep seas.

Duringthe high-altitudetraining,
participants carried out open cir-
cuit air diving, closed circuit pure
oxygen diving, dives up to a depth
of 17 metres in extreme cold-water

conditions and combat night div-
ing, he said.

“The high-altitude environment
added unique challenges, reinforc-
ing operational readiness and

expanding the limits of combat div-
ing capability,” the official said.
Conducted amidst treacherous
terrainand freezingwaters between
August 30 and September 5, the

gii=altitude diving training in Sikkim

exercise showcased exceptional pro-
fessionalism, adaptability and
courage of the special forces of the
Indian Army and the elite marine
commandosofthe Indian Navy, the
official said in a statement.

Asserting that such training is
essential to prepare soldiers for
future battlefields where unpre-
dictability is the only constant, he
said that operatingin rarefied high-
altitude conditions, executing pre-
cision tasks in freezing waters and
integrating combat divingintojoint
operations strengthens resilience
and versatility.

Addressing the participants, the
team commander stated, “Training
in these extreme conditions tests
everyaspectofasoldier'sendurance,
skill and mental strength.”




Op Rahat: Army

CHANDIGAREH. Sept 8 (PTI)

THE Indian Army's Western
Command, under ‘Operation
Rahat, has been conducting
extensive Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) missions in the flood-
affected regions of Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, and Jammu
and Kashmir -- the States where
nature’s fury has claimed sever-
allives and caused devastation.

During the past forinight, 82
HADR missions have been exe-
cuted with the deployment ol 589
Army columns, including 17
Engineer Task Forces, leading to
the evacuation of more than
6,000 citizens that includes
approximately 300 paramilitary
force personnel.

Over 13,000 citizens have
received medical assistance,
including emergency evacuation
of critical cases.

Security personnel and volunteers use sand bags to repair a
broken embankment as a preventive measure against erasion, at a

flood-affected area in Ghonewala village of Ajnala, in Amritsar

district on Monday.

(PTI)

NEW DELLL, Sept 8 (PT1)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Himachal
Pradesh and Punjabon Tuesday
to review the flood situation
-there. )

He will undertake an aerial
survey of the flood and land-
slide-hit areas in Himachal
Pradesh, officials said. Modi
will visit Kangra in Himachal
Pradesh and meet officialsand
chairahigh-levelreviewmeet-
ing on the situation.

imachal Pradesh, Punjab today

‘it Gurdaspur and hold discus-

chair a review meeting on the

The Prime Minister will also
meel thellood-affected people
and NDRF, SDRF and Aapda
Mitra Team in Kangra.

Modi will also conduct an
aerial surveyofthe flood-affect-
ed areas in Punjab, He will vis-

sions with senior officials and

ground situation.

He will also interact with
flood-affected persons as well
as NDRE SDRF and Aapda
Mitra Team in Gurdaspur.

Fssentialsupplies havingmed-
icines, water and 48 tons of
rations, have been delivered 1o
these flood-affected areas viaair

drops and ground columns, an
official statement giving details
aboul HADR operations said on
Maonday,

Army aviation and Air Force
assets comprising of three
Advanced Light Helicopters, six
MI 175, six Cheetah helicopters

and oneChinonk helicapter have
flown numeroussorties for more
thin 250 hours to support reliel
efforts,

In flood-hit regions

The Army is working in close

coordination with civil admin-
istration, NDRE, and SDRF to
ensure timely relief, restoration
ofessential services and re-huild-
ing of infrastructure.
12 KILLED IN HOUSE COL-
LAPSE INCIDENTS IN
HARYANA DUE TO HEAVY
RAINS: Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on Monday|
said 12 people have lost their
lives in house collapse incidents:
recently in different parts of the
State due to heavy rains,

An ex-gratia of Rs 48 lakh -- Rs|
4lakheachtothekinoldeceased
persons - has been released to
providefinancial assistanceto the
bereaved families, he said.

Inthehouse collapseincidents
due to heavy rains in the State,
12 people have lost their lives,
Saini, who was giving details/
about reliel measures in the lood
affected areas, told reporters.



Xi calls for united r
countries to Trun

BEDING, Sept 8 (PTI)

CHINESE President Xi Jinping
on Monday called for a unified
response by the BRICS countrig;
to trade challenges posed by the
US, saying thatWashington’s tar-
iff wars severely disrupted the
world economy and undermined
international trade rules.

Speakingviaavideolink to the
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa) leaders’
meeting convened by Brazilian
President Lula De Silva, Xi said,
“as we speak, transformation
unseen in a century is acceler-
ating across the world”.

“Hegemonism, unilateralism,
and protectionism are getting
more and more rampant. Trade
wars and tariff wars waged by
some country severely disrupt
the world economy and under-
mine international trade rules,”
he said, withoutdirectly naming
the US or its President Donald
Trump, whose steep tariffs
against India, Brazil, China and
Russia caused turmoil in the
emerging economies,

“Atthis critical juncture, BRICS
countries, standing at the fore-
front of the Global South, should
act on the BRICS Spirit of open-
ness, inclusivenessand win-win
cooperation, jointly defend mul-
tilateralism and the multilateral
trading system, advance greater
BRICS cooperation,” Xi said in
his speech released by the

Foreign Ministry in Beijing.
Describing the BRICS leaders’
meeling as “very relevant”, Xi
said, “We should uphold multi-
lateralism to defend interna-

tional fairness and justice... It
provides an important under-
pinning for world peace and
development.”

Also, BRICS countries should
activelypromote greaterdemoc-
racy in international relations
and increase the representation
and voice of the Global South
countries, he said.

“Weshould improve theglob-
al governance system through
reform so as to fully mobilise
resources from all quarters and
tackle more effectively the com-
mon challenges for humanity,”
he said.

The BRICS countries should

spjonse by BRIGS
s trade challenges

uphold openness and win-win
cooperation to safeguard the
international economic and
trade order, he said.

“Economic globalisation isan
irresistible trend of history.
Countries cannot thrive without
an international environmentof
open cooperation, and no coun-
try can afford to retreat to self-
imposed isolation,” he said.

“No matter how the interna-
tionallandscape may evolve, we
must stay committed to build-
ing an open global economy, so
as to share opportunities and
achieve win-win outcomes in
openness,” he said.

NEW YORK, Sept 8 (PTI)

UKRAINE'S President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has said
that it is the “right idea” to
impose tariffs on countries
making dealswith Russia, with-
out naming India.

“I think the idea to put tar-
iffs on the countries who con-
tinue to make deals with
Russia.... I think this is right
idea,” Zelenskyysaid inaninter-
view aired on ABC News' “This
Week” on Sunday.

Right idea to impose tariffs on countries
making deals with Russia, says Zelenskyy

Zelenskyy was asked if he
thinks thatthe planto putsanc-
tions backfired when he saw
pictures of Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese President Xi
Jinping at the Shanghai
Cooperation  Organisation
(SCO) summit in Tianjin.

US President Donald Trump
has doubled tariffs on Indian
goods to a whopping 50 per
cent, including a 25 per cent
additional duties for India’s pur-
chase of Russian crude oil. India
described the US action as
“unfair, unjustified and unrea-
sonable”.
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called for his resignation.




