HONG KONG, Sept 3 (AP)

THE leaders of 26 countries
joined Chinese President Xi
Jinping tomarkthe 80th anniver-
sary of the end of World War I
with a military parade in the
Chinese capital on Wednesday,
in a show of solidarity among
nations friendly to Beijing.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin and North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un, who made a rare
foreign trip to attend, flanked Xi
as they ascended to the viewing
platformoverlooking Tiananmen
Square and watched the display
ofmilitary hardware and march-
ing troops, marking the first such
meeting among leaders of
Pyongyang, Moscow and Beijing
in 66 years.

Thespectacle of Kim standing
with Putin and Xi at the viewing
gallery of Tiananmen Square
marks a major display of their
trilateral solidarity in defiance
of the West.

Wearingablacksuitand agold-
coloured tie, Kim slowly walked
into Tiananmen Square’s red-
carpeted main entrance ahead
of the event.

Xi welcomed him into the
square, shaking hands with him
alongside other state leaders
arriving at the venue, including

Armoured vehicles take part in a military parade to commemorate the B0th anniversary of Japan's World War Il surrender held in front of

Tiananmen Gate in Beijing on Wednesday. (R) Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping, and North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un arrive at a military parade to commemorate the 80th anniversary of Japan's World War Il surrender held in front of
Tiananmen Gate in Beijing, China on Wednesday.
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Putin, before moving toward the
rostrum. Xi spent more time
greeting Kim and Putin, lightly
touching their arms in ashow of
closeness.

Putin walked on Xi's right,
while Kim walked on his left en
route to the rostrum, occasion-
ally talking tohim while smiling.

The three arrived at the ros-
trumsside by side, sharing friend-
ly conversations in a historic
moment that displays solidarity

among China, Russia and North
Korea.

Leaders from the US, Western
Europe, Japan andIndiaskipped
the event and countries like
South Korea and Singapore sent
lower-level officials. But Xi'sguest
list showed Beijing's growing
influence in the Global South
and other emerging economies.

Joining Putinand Kim includ-
ed [ranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, all considered US

adversaries. Russia’s close ally
Belarusian President Alexander
Lukashenko walked next to Kim
after taking group pictures with
other leaders.

Putin and Kim chatted ani-
matedly with Xias they climbed
up the stairs to the viewing plat-
form, The sight of these leaders,
with Xi, appeared to observers
as a challenge to a US-led inter-
national order.

Asiaaccounted for the major-

ity of national leaders at the
event.

Indonesian President Prabowo
Subianto, whoinitially cancelled
his trip to China due to protests
at home, made it to Beijing and
took part in the event with his
counterparts in Southeast Asia,
such as Cambodia’s King
NorodomSihamoni, Vietnamese
President Luong Cuong and
Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim.
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New Delhi: The GST Council,
headed by Union finance mini-
ster Nirmala Sitharaman, on
Wednesday agreed to the big-
gest ever revamp of the eight-
year-old indirect tax regime by
rolling out a two-rate structu-
reof 5% and 18%, along witha
40% slab for a handful of sin
goods and services.

The new rates, barring
the incidence on tobacco pro-
ducts, will come into effect
from Sept 22, the first day of
Navratri, which also usually
marks the onset of the heavy
buyingseason.

The sweeping changes,
which were catalysed by the
Centre, have brought the cur-
tainsdownonthe12% and 28%
rates, and are aimed at simpli-
fication of the tax system and
ending classification disputes.
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Several critical medici-
nesare also being moved into
thenilratesegment.

Besides, the compensation
cess is being done away with
along with the implementa-
tion of the new tax rates, Exis-
ting rates on tobacco products
will continue until loans and
interests arerepaid. :
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“The reforms have been
carried out with a focus on
the common man. Every tax
levied on common man's dai-
ly useitemshaveundergonea
rigorous look, and in most ca-
ses, the rates have come down
drastically. Labour i.ntenstve
]ndustris hl?

midaﬁeramamhonm-hour
meeting, which saw a few sta-

veral everyday consumer
items, such as hair oil, sham-
poos and toothbrushes will
move into the 5% bracket. Si-
milarly, all whitegoods—from
refrigerators to ACs, dishwas-
hers and TVs sets — have been
put into the 18% slab, from
28%, along with cement.
Sitharaman complimen-

ted all states for helpingthrash

out a package largely put to-
gether by the Centre, and said

states and the Centre sit toget-

her in the GST Council.
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for festive season

T’hemweisexpectadtosign
ificantly lift consumption, :
which had just begun to show :
initial signs of recovery after :
severalsluggish quarters. Cal-
ling ita “game changer”, com-
panies said they expect dem-
and for grocery products to get
aboost ahead of the festivese- :
ason. The reduction in prices :
is, however, expected to reflect :
only on the new stock rolled :
out in the market, said an in-
dustry expert. P18

Will benefit common

man, boost eco: Modi
PMMudisaidthaGST rate !
Cul

ts “will benefit common

man, farmers, MSMEs, midd-
le-class, women and youth and
strengthen the economy”, ad-
dins"ﬂmwide-mncinsrefor
ms will improve thelivesof ci- :
tizens and ensure ease of do- :
ing business for all, especially
small traders"”. He first spoke
of govt's intention to “bring
the next-gen reforms” in his

I-Day speech_ lastmonth.




NEW DELHL Sept 3 (IANS)

SINGAPORE'S Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong on Tuesday met

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and discussed
strengthening the
Comprehensive Strategic

Partnership (CSP) across key
trade and investment areas.

Wong arrived in India on a
three-day official visit, marking
akey moment in the deepening
strategic partnership between
the two nations. This is Wong's
first visit to India after assuming
office and he is accompanied by
his wife and a high-level dele-
gation which includes cabinet
ministers and senior officials.

Finance Minister welcomed
Wong on his first official visit to
India as the Prime Minister.

“His visit, coinciding with the
60th anniversary of India-
Singapore diplomatic relations,
reaffirms the continued
commitment of both countries
to further strengthen the part-
nership,” said Finance Ministry
in a statement.

From the Singapore side,
Jefirey Siow, acting Minister for
Transport and Senior Minister
of State for Finance, and Gan

Siow Huang, Minister ofState for
Foreign Affairs and Trade and
Industry, also joined the meet-
ing. “Discussions focused on
strengthening

Comprehensive
Partnership a
trade and inve " lintech,
skill development, sustainabili-
ty, healthcare, and connectivity.

Both sides agreed to further
deepen cooperation in these
domains, said the Ministry.

Thevisitis expected to witness
the signing of several high-level
agreements across  sectors,
including finance, digital inno-
vation, skill development, civil
aviation, maritime cooperation,
and space technology.

The visit comes on the heels
of the third India-Singapore
Ministerial Roundtable (ISMR)
held in New Delhi on August 13.
During the roundtable, minis-
ters from both countries
reviewed progress in coopera-
tion under six key pillars:
Advanced Manufacturing,
Connectivity, Digitalisation,
Healthcare and Medicine, Skill
Development, and Sustainability.

Several new initiatives were
identified to enhance collabora-
tion in these areas.

W DELHL Sept 3 {IANS)

SINGAPORE Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong, who is on a
three-day visit to India, paid
tribute to Mahatma Gandhi by
laying a wreath at Raj Ghat on
Wednesday.

While sharing pictures from
Lawrence Wong's visit to Raj
Ghat on social media platform,
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
stated, “PM Lawrence Wong of
Singapore paid tributes to
Mahatma Gandhi by laying a
wreath at Raj Ghat. Bapu's uni-
versal ideals of truth and non-
violencecontinuetoinspire us.”
Uponarrivalin India, Singapore
PMinapostonXwrote, "Arrived
in New Delhi for my official vis-
it to India. This trip is especial-
Iy meaningful as we celebrate
60years of Singapore-Indiarela-
tions. Was warmly received by
Indian Minister of State for
Finance.”

“Looking forward to more
engagement over the next two

re PM pays tribute to Mahatma at Raj Ghat

Singapore Prime Minister Lawrence Wong pays tribute to

Mahatma Gandhi at Rajghat, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

(ANI)

days here in New Delhi,” he
added.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Wong are scheduled
tohold bilateral discussions on
Thursday with the visiting PM
calling on President Droupadi
Murmu at Rashtrapati Bhavan
laterin the day. External Affairs
Minister (EAM) S Jaishankarand
other dignitariesarealsosched-

uled to call on PM Wong dur-
ing his visit to India.
“Singapore is an important
partner for India, including in
our‘Act East’ Policy. During the
visit of Prime Minister Modi to
Singapore in September 2024,
bilateral ties were elevated toa
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership,” the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) stated.
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Times News NETWORK

i New Delhi: Employment in
: India’s unincorporated sec-
: tor dipped marginally in the
: April-June quarter of the
current fiscal compared to

the previous quarter, though

the number of enterprises
rose, according toa quarterly
survey released Wednesday.

- National Statistics Office
(NSO) published first quar-
: terly bu]]etin of unincorpo-

: (QBUSE) with estimates for
Jan-Mar and Apr-June 2025.
It showed employment fell to
12.9crore in the April quarter

| from13.1crorein Jan-March.

' ite this dip, em;:loy-.
quarters

sector enterprises

LABOUR LANDSCAPE AT
2025

'No of establishments in -

non-farm sector (fig in 100) 785367 | 794,240

Percentage of proprietary and

partnership establishments 954 953

| Percentage of hired worker

Number ofmﬂers(ﬂulnlms) 1313380

Percentage share of working owners | 583
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porated  non-agricultural
sector roseto7.9crore, driven
by trade (3.6%) and other ser-
vices (3.1%), while manufac-
.t\:iringeontl'acbedbyi.?%
The share of working

g - owners rose from 58.3% in
es- *January—Marchto 60.2% in

" tablishments in the tnincor-

---------------------------------

- Employment in unorganised secto
April-June quarter; no. of wi

psin
owners up

April-June,

Digitisation trends
strengthened, with net use
among enterprises climbing

from 34% in Jan-March to :

36% in Apr-June, highlight-
ing growingdigital adoption.

Unincorporated  non-
farm establishments are

those not registered under

Companies Act, 1956 or 2013.

-_

signalling a :
shift toward self-employ- :
ment and owner-driven en- :
terprises. Manufacturing
saw the sharpest fall in :
hired workers alongside :
thisriseinworkingowners.
Women accounted for :
over 28% of theworkforcein

- both quarters, slightly high- :
er than the 2023-24 annual
share, underscoring the sec-
tor'srolein gender-inclusive :
growth. The rural workforce |
also grew, from 6 crore to 6.3 :
crore, pointing to the rising :
role of unincorporated en- :
terprises inruraleconomies, :
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tions “if common sense preva- us by force of arms.”
ils”, an option he'd prefer, but Putin did not however indi-
that he was ready to end it by cate any willingness to soften
force if that was theonly way. his long-standing demands
ino in China at the that Ukraine abandon any ide-

end of a visit there, Putinsaid as of joining Nato, reverse
that he perceived “a certain what Moscow has described as
light at the end of the tunne »  discrimination against Russi-
p— > anspeakersandetbnicRussi-

°  ans, or step back from the idea
that Moscow must have full
control of at least the Donbas
area in eastern Ukraine. He sa-
id he was ready to hold talks
with Volodymyr Zelensky if
the Ukrainian president came
to Moscow, but that it remained
to be seen whether such amee-

Al ﬂngwasworthwhﬂe.

. ~ He repeated his view that
| Zelensky, whom has not faced
e-election due to martial law
espite his official term in offi-
e expiring, was illegitimate.
Kyiv flatly rejects that, saying
t is impossible to hold mea-
ningful elections at a time of
Zelensky has been pres-

ee Putin told reporters he had
ad- always been open to meeting
ent Ze but reiterated the
e- Kremlin's oft-repeated stance
that such a meeting had to be
jon, well prepared in advance and
~ lead totangible results. ReuTERs



