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NEW DELHI, Aug 26 (PTI)

INDIA onTuesday said it expg
the Shanghai Cooperatiol
Organisation (SCO) to strongly
condemn cross-border terror-
ism at its annual summit in the
Chinese city of Tianjin next
week, comments that came
ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s visit to China.
Modiwill begin afour-day vis-
it to Japan and China from

n Ghina: India

ayet0 Tokyo tohold the annu-
[ndia-Japan summit with
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba.
The two Prime Ministers will
alsomeetoutsideTokyo as well.
After concluding his trip to
Japan, Modi will visit Tianjin to
participate in the SCO summit
on August 31 and September
1. Atajoint mediabriefingwith
Foreign SecretaryVikram Misri,

Secretary (West) in the External
Affairs Ministry, Tanmaya Lal,
said New Delhiis workingwith
other SCO member nationsand
partners to ensure strong con-
demnation of terrorism in the
summit declaration.

“The SCO was established
with the primary goal of coun-
tering three evils of terrorism,
separatism and extremism,
which continue to remain a
challenge,” he said.
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PM Modi in Ahmedahad with
Suzuki Motor Corpn president
Toshihiro Suzuki on Tuesday
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Jerusalem: A d

camera militants

li strike on a Q4za liospital
that killed 20 people, includ-
ing five journalists, was tar-

geting what the military be-
: lieved was a Hamas surveil-

FFFFdidanews

lance camera, as well as peo-
ple identified as militants,
the Israeli military said

: Tuesday

The military issued the

. statement as part of its ini-
. tial inquiry into the attack,
. which Israeli PM Benjamin

| Netanyahu called a “tragic_

 back-to-back strikes

The lmhtary sald the
on

~ southern Gaza’ 'slargest hos-
- pital were ordered because
~ soldiers believed militants
~ wereusingthecameratoob-

- serve Israeli forces and be-
- cause Israel has long be-
hevedﬂamasandothermﬂ
i ﬁwsmam are present at

- thoughlsraelioﬁ-

, ot

Demonstrators block a highway in

~ Israel during a protest on Tuesday

seeking the immediate release of
- all hostages held by Hamas and
callmg for the end of the war i

Aus blames Iran for |
 antisemitic attacks,
- expels ambassador

Melbourne: Australian PM

Anthony Albaneseaccused

Iran oforganizingtwo
antisemitic attacks — onthe

{rd ;Lewls Continental Kitchenin
~ Sydney, in Oct2024and on

Melbourne's Adass Israel

- Synagogue two months later.
. Canberraalso cut off |

“diplomatic relations with

| %rrenmnonmesday.sr:ertw

g.fo rethe annommmen‘st-the
\ustralian govt told Iran
bassador Ahmad Sadeghi
hat he would be expelled. It

o withdrew Australian

iplc tedinirantoa
matiposiod PMSad. -



COLOMBO, Aug 26 (PTI)

A SRI Lankan uesday
granted bail to former President
Ranil Wickremesinghe in a case
relating to alleged mis-

remand custody until the trial
concludes.

Thecasewillbe taken up again
at the end of October, the court
said. President’s Counsel Thilak

use of state funds.
Colombo FortMagistrate |
Nilupuli  Lankapura
orderedthat the 76-year-
oldleaderbereleased on
bailwith three sureties of
LKR 5 million each.
Wickremesinghe
joined the proceedings virtually
from the Intensive Care Unit of
the Colombo National Hospital,
where he is undergoing treat-
ment. His lawyers cited deterio-
rating health conditions, seeking
his release on bail, while state
attorneys opposed the plea and
argued that he should remain in

Marapana, Anuja
Premaratne, Upul
Jayasuriya and Ali Sabry

appeared on behalf of
Wickremesinghe, while
Additional  Solicitor
General Dileepa Peiris
represented the Attorney
General.

Submitting Wickremesinghe’s
medical reports, Premaratne told
the court that three of the four
main arteries of the 75-year-old
former president’s heart were
blocked, hisheart tissueshad suf-
fered necrosis, and he was also
battling a lung infection along
with long-standing diabetes.
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MHOW (PTI), Aug 26 (PTI)

INDIA'S proposed &jr defence
system -- Sudarshan Wk
will entail a colossal amount of
integration of sensors, missiles,
surveillance apparatus and arti-
ficial intelligence tools, Chief of
Defence Staff General Anil
Chauhan said on Tuesday as he
articulated the broad contours
of the ambitious project.

The ChiefofDefence Staffsaid
the air defence system will work
as “ashield andasword’,and sug-
gested it will be on the lines of

Chief of Defence Staff General

Anil Chauhan delivers the
keynote address at ‘Ran
Samwad’, themed ‘Impact of
Technology on Warfare’, at the
Army War College in Dr
Ambedkar Nagar,

Madhya Pradesh. (PIB via PTI)

AKRA will

Israel’s Iron Dome all-weather
air defence system, known as a
very effective missile shield.

General Chauhan’s comments
on the proposed missile shjeld
at a defence conclave here are
the first from the military afterI
Prime Minister Modiannounced
the 10-year project during his
Independence Day address.

In his address at the ‘Ran
Samwad’ -- atri-services seminar
onwarandwarfighting-- General
Chauhan also briefly delved into
Operation Sindoor and said a|
number of lessons have been

(Contd on page 3)I




“Navy's new
sea guardians

VISAKHAPATNAM (Andhra
Pradesh), Aug 26 (PTT)

DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh on 'Tuesday commis-
sioned two multi-mission
stealth frigates, INS Udaygiri
and INS Himgiri, here at the
Eastern Naval Command of the
Indian Nawvy.

Udaygiri and Himgiri come
from the Indian Navy's latest
state-of-the-art Project 17 Aand
the commissioning marks the
first occasion when two front-
line surface combatants con-
structed at two different ship-
yvards were commissioned
simultaneously.

This development under-

Rajnath commissior

scotes the growing maritime
importance of India's eastern
seaboard, The two are follow-
on ships of the Project 17

# A
' INS Viaygiri

(Shivalik) class frigates, and both
the vessels incorporate signili-
cant improvements in design,
stealth, weapon and sensorsys-

tems, capable of executinga full
spectrumol marilime missions
in ‘blue water’ conditions,
according to Defence officizls

"Two state-ol-the-art com-
batam platforms join the Indian
Navy fleet, fortifving India's

(Contdd on peage 3)

Wt-mission stealth frigate

‘Navy’s role not only
limited to guarding,
but also providing
economic security’
:;I%?KIHPA’I‘NAM. Aug 216

THE role of Navy is not lim-
ited to the protection of the
sea, butitis alsoa major pil-
lar of the economic security
as Indian energy require-
ments such as oil, natural
gas depend on the security
ofthe region loagreatextent,

(Contd on page 3)




