Syria’s Foreign Minister,
in Paris as US pushes

BEIRUT, Aug 20 (AP)

SYRIA'S Foreign Minister held a r®
meeting with an Israeli delegation i
on Tuesday, talks that were brokered by Lhe
United States as part of a diplomatic push
for Syria and Israel to normalise relations
despite a recent surge in tensions between
them. Syria’s state-run SANA news agency
said Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shibani met
with Israeli officials todiscuss de-escalating
tensions and restoringa 1974 ceasefire agree-
ment—adeal that established a demilitarised
separation zone between Israeli and Syrian
forces and stationed a UN peacekeeping
force to maintain calm.

The statement gave no details on the out-
come of the Paris meeting. But a senior
Trump administration official, who was not
authorised tocomment publicly on the mat-
ter, confirmed the talks.

“The United States continues to support
anyefforts thatwill bringlastingstability and

peace between Israel and its neighbours,”
the official told The Associated Press, adding
that the backing follows President Donald
Trump's outlined “vision of a prosperous
Middle East” that includes a “stable Syria at
peacewithitselfandits neighbours—includ-
ing Israel.”

“We want to do everything we can to help
achieve that,” the official added.

In the past, Syrian officials have acknowl-
edged holding indirect talks with Israel to
defuse tensions, but this was the first time
theyacknowledged taking part in direct nego-
tiations. There was no immediate confir-
mation of the meeting from Israel.

Tensions have soared between the two

| delegation meet
normalising ties

neighboursfollowing the overthrow of Syrian
President Bashar Assad in Decemberinalight-
ning rebel offensive led by Islamist insur-
gents.

Shortly after Assad’s overthrow, Israeli
forces seized control of the UN-patrolled
buffer zone in Syria set up under the 1974
agreement and carried outairstrikes on mil-
itary sites in what officials said was aimed
at creating a demilitarised zone south of
Damascus.

Israelhassaid itwill notallow hostile forces
to establish themselves along the frontier,
aslranian-backed groupsdid during Assad’s
rule. It distrusts Syria’s new government,
which is led by former Islamist insurgents.

Syrian President Ahmad al-Sharaa, a for-
mer al-Qaida commander who severed ties
with the militantgroup years ago, has pledged
to build a new country that respects the
rights of minorities, but sectarian violence
has erupted on a number of occasions, rais-
ing concerns about Syria's fragile transition.



India, EAEU pave

B With a combined
GDP of $6.5 trillion,
the proposed FTA is
expected to expand
market access for
Indian exporters

NEW DELHI. Aug 20 (IANS)

INDIA and the Eurasian
EconomicUnion (EAEU), com-
prising Armenia, Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic
and Russia, on Wednesday
signed the Terms of Reference
tolaunch negotiations fora Free
Trade Agreement (FTA),accord-
ingto astatementissued by the
Ministry of Commerce and

Industry.
reference were
oscow by Additional
ry, Department of
1merce, Ajay Bhadoo, on
behalf of India, and Deputy
Director,  Trade Policy
Department, Eurasian
Economic Commission (EEC),
Mikhail Cherekaev.

During his visit, Bhadoo also
called on the Ministerin charge
of Trade, EEC, Andrei Slepnev.

Theheads of negotiation groups

apprised the Ministeraboutthe
milestone achieved with the
signing of the terms of refer-
ence and discussed the next
steps to formally launch the
negotiation process, including

organisational aspects of the
future trade deal, the statement
said.

Both sides noted the growing
trade turnover between India
and the EAEU, which stood at
$69 billion in 2024, which rep-
resented a 7 per cent increase
over the corresponding figure
for 2023.

Witha combined GDP of$6.5
trillion, the proposed FTA is
expected to expand market
access forIndian exporters, sup-
port diversification into new
sectors and geographies,
enhance competitiveness, and
deliver significant benefits to
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), the offi-

for talks on FTA

cial statement said.

The terms of reference pro-
vide the framework for negoti-
ations and are expected to
unlock untapped trade poten-
tial, increase investments and
establish a stronger, durable
India-EAEU economic part-
nership. Both sides reaffirmed
their commitment to the early
conclusion of the agreement
and to building a long-term
institutional framework for
trade  cooperation,  the
statement added.

Trade discussions between
India and Eurasia include var-
ious sectors, such as pharma-
ceuticals, fertilisers, and elec-
tric vehicles.




(PTI)

Wednesday successfully test-
fired the Agni 5’ intermediate
range ballistic missile that hasa
range of up to 5,000 km.

The Defence Ministry said the
test-firingofthe missile from the
Integrated Test Range in Odisha’s
Chandipur validated all opera-
tionaland technical parameters.

The Agni-5 missile can bring
almost the entire Asia including
the northernmost part of China
aswellassomeregionsin Europe
under its striking range.

The test-firing of the strategic
asset came around three-and-
half months after the military
conflict between India and

Pakistan.

“Intermediate range ballistic
missile ‘Agni 5" was successfully
test-fired from the integrated test
range, Chandipur in Odisha on
August20,” the Defence Ministry
said in a brief statement.

“Thelaunchvalidatedall oper-
ational and technical parame-
ters. It was carried out under the

aegis of the Strategic Forces
Command,” it said.

India test-fired Agni-5 missile
in March last year as well.

The Agni 1 to 4 missiles have
ranges from 700 km to 3,500 km
and they have already been
deployed. Lastmonth, Indiasuc-
cessfully test-fired nuclear-capa-
bleshort-range ballistic missiles
Prithvi-1I and Agni-1.

The Prithvi-II missile has a
range of around 350 kms and it
is capable of carrying a payload
of upto 500kgs. It can carry both
conventional as well as nuclear
warheads. The Agni- 1 missile
has a range of 700-900 kms
and it can carry a payload of
1,000 kg.

Both Prithvi-Il and Agni-Imis-
siles have been an integral part
of India’s nuclear deterrence.



Govt approves procur

NEW DELHI, Aug 20 (PTI)

THE Government has approved
the proposed procurement of 97
Light CombatAircraft Tejasfight-
erjetsandsixadvanced airborne
early-warning and control
(AEWR&C) aircraft for the Indian
Air Force at a cost around Rs

the green light by the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS)
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, they said.

The Tejas jets will be procured

atacost ofaround Rs 67,000 crore
while the AEW&C projectwillcost
the exchequer around Rs 18,000
crore, itis leamnt.

Second-hand  Airbus-321
planes bought earlier from Air
India by thedefence ministrywill
be used for the AEW&C project
that is aimed at enhancing the

nt of 97 Tejas jets for IAF

IAF'ssurveillance and signalintel-
ligencesystems. The procurement
ofthe97LCATejas (MK-1A) comes
nearlyfouryearsafter thedefence
ministry sealed another deal
involving the indigenously-built
jet. Thesingle-engine MK-1Awill
be a replacement for the IAF's
MiG-21 fighters.
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Jaishankar discusses bilaterzi ties,

geopolitics with Russian-scholars

MOSCOW, Aug 20 (IANS)

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister
(EAM) S Jaishankar on
Wednesday engaged in an inter-
action with prominent RusSfan
scholars and think tank repre-
sentatives, discussing bilateral
ties between India and Russia,
the evolving global geopolitics
and India’s perspective during
his ongoingthree-day official vis-
it to Russia.

“Pleased to interact with
prominent scholars and think
tank representatives of Russia.
Discussed India-Russia relations,
contemporaryworld geopolitics,
and India’s viewpoint,” the EAM
posted on X.

Jaishankar also laid a wreath
at the “Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier’ in Moscow’s Alexander
Garden, a war memorial dedi-
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar interacts with prominent
scholars and think tank representatives of Russia, in Moscow on

Wednesday. (ANI)|
cated to the Sovietsol- - Inter-Governmental
dierswhodiedduring Read Editorial Commission  on
Second World War. WHIRLWIND Trade, Economic,

The EAM is sched- onpageB Scientific,

uled to co-chair the

26th Session of the India-Russia

Technological and
(Contd on page 5)



Ukraine’s
hopes of
getting back
Crimean
Peninsula,

gl joining
NATO
gl alliance are
impossible,
says Trump

PRESIDENT Donald Trump on
Tuesday offered his assurances that
US troops would notbe senttohelp
defend Ukraine against Russia after
seeming toleave open the possibility
the day before.

lrump also said in a morning TV
interview that Ukraine's hopes of
joining NATO and regaining the
Crimean Peninsula from Russia are
“impossible.”

The Republican President,
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and other Europeanlead-
ers held hours of talks at the White
House on Monday aimed at bring-
ing an end to Russia’s war against
Ukraine. Whileanswering questions
fromjournalists, Trumpdid notrule
out sending US troops to partici-
pate in a European-led effort to
defend Ukraine as part of security
guarantees sought by Zelenskyy.

Trump said after his meeting in
Alaska last week with Russian
President Vladimir Putin that Putin
was open to the idea of security
guarantees for Ukraine.

But when asked on Tuesday on
FoxNews Channel’s “Fox & Friends”
what assurances he could provide
going forward and beyond his term
that American troops would not be
part of defending Ukraine’s border,
Trump said, “Well, you have my
assurance, and 'm President.”

Trump would have no control
over the US military after his terms
ends in January 2029,

White House press secretary
Karoline Leavitt later on Tuesday
emphasised that “US boots will not
be on the ground” as part of any
potential peacekeeping mission.

The President also said in the
interview that he is optimistic that
a deal can be reached to end the

(Contd on page 5)
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