


Chinese Foreign
Minister on

LHI, Aug 17 (PTI)

CHINESE Foreign Minister

Wang Yi
will meet
Prime
Minister
Narendra
Modi dur-
ing his
two-day
visit to India beginning
Monday, according to the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

The meeting, to be held
on Tuesday, assumes signif-
icance as it is taking place
days before Modi’s planned
trip to China to attend the
annual summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).

Before calling on the
Prime Minister, Wang will
hold separate talks with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval
that could see both sides
deliberate on a range of key
issues including border sit-
uation, trade and resump-
tion of flight services.




Putin says, Russia
see Ukraine ¢

MOSCOW, Aug 17 (IANS)

RUSSIAN President Vladimj
Putin has said thagRussia
like an early cessat ostil-
ities in Ukraine by peaceful
means.

Putin said at a meeting on the
results of his talks with US
President Donald Trump that
Russia respects the position of
the US administration, which
sees the need for an early cessa-
tion of hostilities, and Russia
would like to move on to resolv-
ing allissues by peaceful means.

He said his visit to the US state
of Alaska was timely and very
useful, addingthat the talks cov-
ered almost all areas of Russia-
US cooperation, aswell as a pos-
siblesettlement ofthe Ukrainian
crisison afair basis, Xinhuanews
agency reported.

He said the conversation with
Trump was “very frank,” and
“brings us closer to the neces-
sary decisions”.

Putin put forward a demand
that Ukraine needs to withdraw
fromthe eastern Donetskregion
as a condition for ending
Moscow’s war with Kyiv during
the Alaska Summit with Trump
on Friday.

However, the  Russian
President also told Trump that if
his core demands were met, he
wouldbeopento freezingthe rest
of the frontline, according to a
media report.

Accordingtothereport, Trump
called Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
European leaders onSaturdayto

communicate Putin’s demand.
He also urged Ukraine and
Europe to drop efforts to secure
a ceasefire from Moscow.
Russiahasbeeninpartial con-
trol of the Donetsk region for
more than a decade. If Putin’s
demand is met, he will get con-
trol of the territory where his
forceshave made the mostgains
in the war since November last
year. Putinmade itclear toTrump
thathis coredemand ofaddress-
ing ‘the root causes’ of the con-
flict still stands. He wants NATO'’s
eastward expansion to end,
meaning Ukraine would not be
allowed to join the alliance.
But he is reportedly prepared
to compromise on other issues,
including territory, if he is satis-
fied that the “root causes” are
addressed. Putin and Trump on
Friday wrapped up their talks in
the US city of Anchorage in
Alaska, but no deal was reached.
The talks, which lasted about
three hours, focused primarilyon
the Ukraine crisis, as well as on
reshapingbilateralrelationsthat
have largely stalled in recent
years.
Putin told Trump that in

nts to

ict end

exchange for Donetsk and
Luhansk, he would halt further
advances and freeze the front-
line in the southern Ukrainian
region of Kherson and
Zaporizhzhia, where Russian
forces occupy significant areas.

Russian forces control about
70 percent of the Donetskregion.
Ukraine still has control over the
region’s westernmost chain of
cities, which are said to be crit-
ical to Kyiv's military operation
and defences along the eastern
front. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyhassaid that
he would not swap territory with
Russia and would not allow a
second partition of the country.

He is meeting Trump on
Monday in Washington, where
this topic will certainly come up.

EUROPEAN LEADERS TO
JOIN UKRAINE'S ZELENSKYY
FOR MEETING WITH TRUMP:
EUROPEAN and NATO leaders
announced Sunday theywill join
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
in Washington for talks with
President Donald Trumponend-
ing Russia’s war in Ukraine, with
the possibility of US security
guarantees now on the negoti-
ating table.

Meanwhile, special US envoy
Steve Witkoff said Sunday that
Russian leader Vladimir Putin
agreed at his summit with
President Donald Trump to allow
the US and European allies to
offer Ukraine a security guaran-
tee resembling NATO’s collec-
tive defence mandate as part of
an eventual deal to end the 3
1/2-year war.



Trump admin wa
UN peacekee

WASHINGTON, Aug 17 (AP)

THE future of UN peacekeepers
in Lebanon has split the United
States and its European allies,
raising implications for security
in the Middle East and becom-
ing the latest snag to vex rela-
tions between the US and key
partners like France, Britain
and Italy. At issue is the peace-
keeping operation known as
UNIFIL, whose mandate expires
attheendofAugustandwillneed
toberenewedbythe UN Security
Council to continue.

It was created to oversee the
withdrawal ofIsraelitroops from
southern Lebanon after Israel’s
1978 invasion, and its mission was
expanded following the month-
long 2006 war between Israel and
the militant group Hezbollah.

The multinational force has
played asignificant rolein mon-

ing the security situation in
southern Lebanon for decades,
including during the Israel-
Hezbollah war last year, but has
drawn criticism from both sides
and numerous US lawmakers,
some of whom now hold promi-
nent roles in President Trump’s
administration or wield new
influence with the White House.

Trump administration politi-
cal appointees came into office
this year with the aim of shut-
ting down UNIFIL as soon
as possible.

They regard the operation as
an ineffectual waste of money
that is merely delaying the goal
of eliminating Hezbollah’sinflu-
ence and restoring full security
control to the Lebanese Armed
Forcesthatthe Government says
it is not yet capable of doing.

Aftersecuringmajorcutsin US
funding to the peacekeeping

to end

g in Lebanon

force, Secretary of State Marco
Rubio signed off early last week
ona plan that would wind down
and end UNIFIL in the next six
months, according to Trump
administration offi-
cials and congres-
sional aides familiar
with the discussions.
It's anotherstepas
the Trump adminis-
tration drastically
pares backits foreign
affairs priorities and
budget, including
expressing scepti-
cism of internation-
al alliances and cutting funding
to UN agencies and missions.
The transatlantic dividealso has
been apparent on issues rang-
ing from Israel’s war against
Hamas in Gaza and the Russia-
Ukraine conflict to trade, tech-
nology and free speech issues.




joined by Europea

Chidanand Rajghatta | rnu

ashington:  European
Jeaders, including the heads
of France, Germany, Britain
and Italy, will join Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr Zelen-

and European Commission

force,” he said, adding that
any prospective security gu-
arantees “must be very prac-
 tical, delivering protection
' ;nlnd in the air, and at sea,
and must be developed with

For his part, Putin
briefed his close ally, Belaru.
: slan President Alexander

o Lukashenko, about the Alas

he talks, and also spoke with
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Attempt To Keep Emergmg Trump-P | Bonhomie In Check

smaller countries facing big- l

ger neighbours with histori- Put
cal grievances eveing their mer
territory.  Trump though Uk
sees Ukraine being in an un-

ers,
wi.nnable position — cer- cof
tainly without US support

and would rather have Kyiv sia

sue for peace by conceding ma
lost territory and keeping wa
what remains.

India, which has little to ric
do with the Russia-Ukraine no
war but has high stakesina of
peace deal, looks likely to w
face several more weeks of ju
agony and uncertainty, as w
the Ukraine-EU combine 1
puts up resistance against n
Trump-Putin initiative to ©
end the war while seekinga @
trilateral meeting to hash «
out details, :

There Is growing disap- |
proval among regional ex-
pertsover Trump's handling
of ties with Delhi, in particu
lar his victimisationof India
with punitive tariffs to
achleve peace on the Russia
Ukraine front. “Because US
Russia negotiations are in
complete, the Trump admin
can’'t make any concrete de
cisions on India, Washing
ton has put Indla, a friendly
strategic partner, in an in
definite holding pattern

terrible diplomacy on dis
play"” Derek Grossman, an
Indo-Pacific national securi
ty expert said on X, after
Washington postponed a vis

it to Delhiby a trade team.
(With Reuters inputs)
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