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New Delhi: Supreme Court
on Thursday sought the Cen-
tre’s response to a petition
seeking restoration of state-
hood to Jammu & Kashmir,
but said such a decision
could not be taken without
considering prevailing gro-
und situation and incidents
]_Jke Pahalgam, whereterror-
ists had killed 26 people in
cold blood on April 22.
Senior advocate Gopal
§ankamrmmyanan, appear-
ing for Zahoor Ahmed Bhat,
said that the judgment of
SC’s 5judge bench led by
then CJIand comprising cur-
rent CJI B R Gavani had on
Dec 11, 2023, upheld the Cen-
tre’sdecision toscrap Article
370 that gave special status to
J&K and the bifurcation of
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Forces patrol the streets of Srinagar on the eve of Indep

endence Day.

Supreme Court’s 2023 judgment upholding the Centre's decision to
scrap Article 370 was on the basis of SG's assurance that ‘restoration

of statehood shall take place at the earliest’, petitioners said -

the state into two UTs —J&K
and Ladakh on the basis of
SG Tushar Mehta’a categori-
cal “restoration of statehood
shall take placeat the earliest
and as soon as possible” as-

surance. After morethanone

and half years, statehood
had not been restored, San-
karanarayansaid. :
Mehta said elections to
the assembly of J&K had
been held, as was promised
in 2023 to the apex court. “SC
is aware of the peculiar sit-
uation prevailing in J&K.

Several aspects have to be
taken into consideration be-
fore a decision on granting
statehood to J&K can be tak-

en. This is not the time (for

petitioners) to muddy the

‘waters,” hesaid.

" The CJI Gavai-led bench
agreed with the SG. “One has
to take into consideration the
ground realities prevailing in
J&K. The Pahalgam incident

cannot be ignored,” the bench

said, and asked the Centre to
file its response to the state-

sesmaaens

In the Dec 2023 judgmen
the fivejudge bench had r:;.
corded: “The salicitor geney.
al stated that the statehood of
Jammu & Kashmir will bere.
stored (except for the carving
out of Union Territory of La-
dakh). In view of the state-
ment we do not find it neces-
E{gy to determme whether
ine reorganisation of the
State of Jammu & Kashmir
into two Union Territories of
I.adakh. and Jamru & Kash-
mir is permissible under Ar-
ticle 3 of the Constitution.”
“However, we uphold the
validity of the decision tg
carve out the Unien Territe.
ry of Ladakh in viewof Arti.
cle 3(a) read with Explana-
tionIwhich permitsforming
a Union Territory by separa-
tion of a territory from any
state. We direct that steps
shall be taken by Election
Commission of India to con-
duet elections to the legisla-

. Kashmir constituted under

Section 14 of the Reorganisa-

 tion Act by 30 Sept 2024. Res-
 toration of statehood shall

telie place et the ealiest and
ze bench had said




" Alaska red flag for India
heads out for meeting wi

Tariffs On India Could Go Up If US-Russia

Talks Don’t Go Well, Wa

Yl

Chidanand Rajghatta [ T~

! Washington: When elite In- |

i dian Air Force pilots, inclu-
: dingthecelebrated Squadron
i Leader Shivangi Singh, Indi-
: a's first female Rafale flyer,
: participated in US-led Red
¢ Flag exercises in Alaska at
: the Elmendorf and Eielson
i AirForceBases(AFBs)ayear
: ago, flying half way across
i the world with a panoply of
: India’s air assets including
: Russian-made jets, little co-
i uld anyone have imagined
: that Washington would be
: redflagging New Delhi for
: buyingoil for Moscow.
But here we are: As US Pre-
: sident Donald Trump headed
. out to the very same Elmen-
. dorf AFBtomeetRussia Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on Friday,
. Trump aides left little doubt
- that India would pay the price
- if Washington failed to bend
. Moscow to its whim.
= “If things don’t go well,
~ then sanctions or secondary
- tariffs (on India) could go up,”
- freasury secretary Scott Bes-
-~ sentsaid inan interviewtoBlo-
- omberg TV, setting the stage
j forNewDe]hitobethefallgu:;
while providing an off-ramp
for China, which buys more
Russian oil than India does,

_ Maintaining that he’s “not
goingtogetahead” of the mer-
curial president, who’s “the
b@st at creating leverage for
himself,” Bessent offered a re-
markable insight into why
Western powers are reluctant
to punish China; when he as-
ked the leaders at the table at
therecent G7summitin Cana-
da whether they were willing

rns Treasury Sec

Russian President Putin said on
Thursday that the US was making
‘sincere efforts’ to halt the war in
Ukraine and suggested Moscow
and Washington could agree to a
nuclear arms deal as part of a
wider effort to strengthen peace

to put a 200% secondary tariff
on Beijing, “everybody wan-
ted to see what kind of shoes
they were wearing,” areferen-
ce to China’s manufacturing
might that has the west in a
stranglehold.

Bessent’s remarks came
even as Trump tempered ex-
pectation from what will be the
Putin’s first visit to America in
nearly adecadeand thefirstdo-
mestic US-Russia summit sin-
Ce 1988, saying it could just be a
prelude to a tri-lateral meeting
that will also bring in Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelens-
ky within days.

The US president will meet
the Russian leader in one-on-
one closed-door meeting kicks
off at11.30am Alaska time, fol-
Iowe_d by a broader delegation
sesslon over a working break-
fastat the Elmendorf AFB.

Chidanand Rajghatta|nn

Washington: Elmendorf and
its companion Eielson AFB
are the bases where India and
the US have had their most cor-
roborative military embrace

| over the years. In June last ye-
| ar, the IAF brought a breathta-

king array of its air assets to
Alaska, when the shoe was on

| the other foot, and China was

in the US doghouse.

Flying half-way across the
world, an TAF contingent, in-
cludinga complement of fema-
le flyers with Sq Ldr Shivangi
Singh, winged their way on
eight Rafale fighter jets led by
Sq Ldr Mohit Tyagi and Group
Captain RS Sidhu, the com-
manding officer of the Rafale
Squadron. They were suppor-
ted by mid-air refuelling from
two Russian made I1-78 refuel-
lers and and a 250+ member
crew on three US-made C-17
Globemaster III aircraft, both
of which India has bought.

Neither China nor Pakis-
tan, much less Russia, was in
on the exercises, which also
had participation from UK’s
Royal Air Force, the German
Luftwaffe, and the Royal Net-
herlands Air Force :
Red Flag-Alaska, the USAF
crowed at that time, “serves as
an ideal platform for énfherna-
tional engagement and the ex-
ercise has a long history of in-
cluding Allies and partners.”

Indeed, Alaskacameon the
Indian radar (and vice-versa)
as far back as 2004 when crew
and aircraft from Elmendorf
AFB came to Gwalior for the

Cope India exercises, flying in
on F-15C Eagles while the JAF
rolled out its Su-MK, Mirage
2000, Jaguar, MiG 27, and
MiG-21 Bison. In less than a de-
cade, as the Bush years gave
way to the Obama era, there
was enough comfort that India
sent out the more advanced
SU-MKI and even deployed
two IL-78 aerial refuelling tan-
kersand two C-17 transport air-
craft for the Red Flagexercises
in Alaska in 2016,

By the turn of the decade,
things looked so hunky-dory
that Indian troops were also
being sent to Alaska for Yudh
Abhas exercises, including
cold weather survival and mo-
untaineer training. In 2021, so-
me 350 troops from the 7th Bat-
talion of the Madras Regiment
were airlifted to Elmendorf by
IAF’s No. 81 squadron for two
weeks of training.

The high-point of India’s
Alaska engagement came in
2024 when India sent Sq Ldr
Shivangi Singh and five wo-
men officers involved in main-
tenance and support roles, cal-
ling it “a milestone for gender
diversity intheIAE” The expe-
rience of ferrying long distan-
ces while undertaking air-to
air refuelling en route, New
Delhi said, was both an enri-
chingand thrilling takeaway.

Although President
Trump is letting the air out of
the relationship, with the pos-
sibility of torpedoing it alto-
gether over tariff issues, Indi-
gln ?fllglcj;als remain optimistic

a a passing phase
US-India ties M]fllle?]gu?: A
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Putin
A a witness to closest
US-India strategic embrace
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