New Delhi: TheUN-laﬂ 16
tiations in Geneva qi

aled Ef : .;. “ s
hammeringoutalegallybind- = 2

ingglobal treaty toend plastic - : II,- =

pollution ended without an
agreementon Friday, with the
countries failingto arriveata
gonsensus on ways to tackle
the menace. Negotiators from
185 countries, including In-
dia, discussed the issue for 10
days but could not find com-
mon ground, as major petro-
chemical-producing coun-
tries refused caps on virgin
plastic production and con-
trolsoncertain chemicals.
India is learnt to have
aligned with like-minded de:

Eﬂlﬂnms countries and the ~ ing

Cooperation Council
who were against any global
phase-out list or trade restric-
tions on plastic products. In-
dia has always pitched for
“consensus-based decision-
making” to reach an agree-
ment that focuses on aspects

gistence on

Major petrochemicals-producing
countries refused caps on virgin
plastic production and controls
on certain chemicals

related to “plastic pollution
only”, without affecting the
right to sustainable develop-
ment of developing countries.
“Production capsand controls
on toxics and chemicals of
concern are India’s redlines,”
Dharmesh Shah, public policy
analyst, who had been track-
the negotiations, told TOL.
Shah said progress has
been held back by a small
group of countries whose in-
“consensus-only
decision-making” has given
the least ambitious voices
the power to block measures
supported by the majority.






Putin laysﬂowessatammmentcmnmemmtmg Americanand Soviet
heroes of WWiIl at the far eastern port city of Magadan in Russia

Activists rally in front of the US embassy in Kyiv to raise awareness

about the plight of thousands of POWs still in Russian captivity
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ceasefire “today” as he hea-
ded to Alaska on Friday for a
summit’ with Russia Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin to help
end thewar with Ukraine. .
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky, who was not
invited to the talks, and his Eu-
ropeanalliesfear Trumpmight
sell out Ukraine by essentially
freezing the conflict and recog-
nising — if only informally —
Russian control over one fifth
of Ukraine, Hesaid the summit
should open the way for a “just
waron Friday
'l‘mnp sought to amme

L, .

such concerns as he boarded
Air Force One, saying he wo-
uld let Ukraine decide on any
possible territorial swaps.
“I'm not here to negotiate for
Ukraine, I'm here to get them
atatable,” hesaid.

Asked what would makethe
meeting a success, he told re-
porters: “I want to see a ceasefi-
re rapidly.. 'm not going to be
happy if it's not today.. I want
the killing to stop.”

The US and Russian presi-
dents are due to meet at a Cold
War-era air force base in Alas-
ka's largest city at around 7pm
GMT (12.30am IST) for their
firstface-tofacetalkssince Pre-
sident Trump returned to the
White House this year.

The Kremlin said Putin

wou_ldmtve-in Alaskaat 7pm

GMT (12.30am IST) and would
be met at his plane by Trump.
“He is a smart guy, been doing
itforalongtimebutsohavel...
Wegetalong, there’ sagoodre
spect level on both sides,”
Trump said of Putin. He also
welcomed Putin’s decision to
bring a lot of businesspeople
withhim to Alaska.

“But they’re not doing busi-
ness until we get the war sett-
led,” he said, repeating a threat
of “economically severe” con-
sequences for Russia if the
summit goes badly.

One source acquainted
with Kremlin thinking said
there were signs that Moscow

could be ready to strike a com-
promise on Ukraine given that
Putin understood Russia's eco- -
nomic vulnerability and costs
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of continuing the war. “Appa-
rently, some terms will be agre-
ed upon.., because Trump can-
not berefused, and wearenotin
aposition torefuse (duetosanc-
tions pressure),” said the sour-
ce, who spoke on the condition
of anonymity.

Zelensky has ruled out for-
mally handing Moscow any ter-
ritory and is also seeking a se-
curity guarantee backed by the
Us.Trumphopesatnmmthe

war will bolster his credentials
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big win that he can portray as

evidence that years of
anmtoisolmkussiahnw
unravelled and that Moscow is
 retaking its place at the top tab-
leof diplomacy. REUTERS :
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and it is unclear which appro-
ach he will take on Friday
when they meet in Anchorage.

This would be at least their se-

venth known face-to-face enco-
second term. Here’s a look at
some of the past meetings, and

what the two have said about

each other over the years:

In 2007, after Time magazi-

ne selected Putin as its “Man of
the Year,” Trump wrote him a

letter “As you

have heard, I'm a big

- Hamburg,

2016 Presidential Campaign
Soon after he formally an-
nounced a run for the White
House in 2015, Trump told re-
porters in July that he would
“get along very well with Vladi-

mir Putin.” The exchange of |

compliments continued that
year, when Putin called Trump
“a very bright and talented
man,” and Trump said that
& praiae w&ﬁa"g['eatmnmu
InJuly 2016, though, Trump
seemed to backtrack after say-
ing repeatedly for years that he
had a relationship with Putin.
“He said one nice thing about
me. He said 'm a genius. 1 said
thank you very much to the
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Trump and Putin greet each other before a meeting in Helsinki in 2018

newspaper and that' was the
end of it. Inever met Putin,” he

said. During the final presiden- -

tial debate in 2016, Hillary Clin-
ton suggested that he would be
“puppet,”  which
Trump dismissed. But ques-
tions over Trump’s ties to Rus-
sia did not go away, and after he
took office in Jan 2017, Russia’s
role in the US election domina-

. ted conversation intheUS.

' Thefirstin-person

son meeting

the two leaders took
place at the G20 summit in
Germany, where
Trump asked Putin about Rus-
sian interference in the elec-
tion, Putin denied any involve-
ment. After the meeting,
Trump took his interpreter’s
notes and instructed himnotto
brief anyone.

They met again in Nov that
year, in Vietnam, and in July
2018 in Helsinki, Finland. On
both occasions, Putin denied
interfering in the 2016 election.
In Helsinki, Trump stood besi-
de Putin and the
conclusion of his own intelli-
gence agencies about Russian
election interference. Later in
2018, the two leaders spoke in-
formally at dinner d a

term, Trump expressed

G20 meeting in Argentina.

They met once more before
the end of the first Trump
term, atthe G20 summitinOsa-
ka, Japan, in June 2019. By
then, the special counsel Ro-
bert Mueller had concluded
that Russian had carried outa
“sweeping and systematic” at-
tack on American democracy.
Asked by areporter whether he
would tell Russia not tomeddle
in US elections, Trump said,
“Yes, of course, I will.” He then
turned to Putin, with a half-
grin, and said, “Don’t meddle
in the election, President,” as
Putin chuckled.

Trump's Second Term

As he began his second
an in-
terest in swiftly bringing an
end to the war in Ukraine. But
lﬂsrelaﬁunshipwiml"resident
Zelensky of Ukraine took a no-
sedive in Feb after a fiery con-
frontation at the White House.
to indicate fru-
stration with Putin as the war
proved harder to end than he
had expected. “I'm not happy
with Putin,” Trump said in Ju-
ly. He appeared to soften his
comments ahead of the mee
ting in Alaska, saying he “got
alongwell” with Putin. NyT
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