India, UK to hold next r
proposed trade

NEW DELHL July 7 (PTI)

WITH THE new Govern t
taking charge in Britain, sen-
ior officialsof Indiaand the UK
willhold the nextround of talks
this month for the proposed
freetrade agreement toresolve
the pending issues and close
the negotiations, an official
said. The India-UKtalks for the
proposed[ree trade agreement
(FTA) began in January 2022.
The 14th round of talks stalled
asthetwonationssteppedinto
their general election cycles.
Theofficial said the twosides
arein touch, and the nextround
would start this month only.
Britain'snewly-elected Prime
Minister KeirStarmerspoke to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday and said he stood
ready to conclude an FTA that

orked for both sides.

The two leaders agreed to
work towards the early con-
clusion of a mutually benefi-
cial India-UK FTA. There are
pending issues in both the
goods and services sectors.

The Indian industry is
demanding greater access for
its skilled professionals from
sectors like IT and healthcare
inthe UKmarket, besides mar-
ket access for several goods at
nil customs duty. On the oth-
er hand, the UK is seeking a
significant cut inimport duties
on goods such as scotch
whiskey, electricvehides, lamb
meat, chocolates and certain
confectionary items.

Britain is also looking for
more opportunities for UK
services in Indian markets in
segments like telecommuni-

of talks on

ement this month

cations, legal and financial
services (banking and insur-
ance). The two countries are
also negotiating a bilateral
investment treaty (BIT).

There are 26 chaptersin the
agreement, which include
goods, services, investments
and intellectual property rights.

The bilateral trade between
India and the UK increased to
USD 21.34 billion in 2023-24
from 20.36 billion in 2022-23.

The Labour Party’s election
manifesto for the recent polls
also committed to clinching
the deal. The new Starmer-led
Government’s new Foreign
Secretary DavidLammyisalso
on the record saying that he
wants to finish the job on the
FTA and plans to visit India
within thefirstmonth of being
elected.



Austria visit
will strengt
close tie

PM

ELHL, July 7 (PTI)

PRIME Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said that his
visit to Austria, starting July 9,
will further strengthen the
‘ever-close partnership’
between the two nations.

Ahead of his visit to Austria,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday the shared val-
uesof democracy, freedomand
the rule oflaw formthe bedrock
upon which the two countries
will build an ever-closer part-
nership. Modi’s remark came
adayafter Austrian Chancellor
Karl Nehammer posted on ‘X,
“I very much look forward to
welcoming Narendra Modi, the
Prime Minister of India, the
world's largest democracy, next
week in Vienna.” “This visit is
a special honourasit marks the
first visit by an Indian PM in
over 40 years and a significant
milestone as we celebrate 75
years of diplomatic relations
with India,” he said.

“We will have the opportuni-
tyto talk about furtherdeepening
ourbilateral relationshiponthe
many geopolitical challenges,”
the Austrian chancellor said.
Responding to Nehammer,
Modi said, “Thank vyou,
Chancellor Karl Nehammer. It
is indeed an honour to visit
Austria to mark this historic
occasion. I look forward to our
discussions on strengthening
bonds between our nations.”



Adversary across border usi
mercenaries to create

DODA/JAMMU, July 7 (PTI)

THE adversary across the bor-
derisusing foreign mercenar-
ies to create a fear psychosis
among the people 10 Shglai
terrorism in Jammu
Kashmir, police chiefRR Swain
said on Saturday.

Swain, the Jammu and
Kashmir Director General of
Police, asserted that his [orce
alongwithothersecurityagen-
cies is committed and deter-
mined to eliminate terrorism
in the Union Territory.

Talking to reporters in Doda
after promoting seven Special
Police Officers (SPOs) as con-
stables for their exemplary

bravery during a recent anti-
terrorist operation in

- .

Gandohareaoflthed

ciesanditisamat-
ter of time when the
terrorists starl getting |
eliminated. Three [or-
eign terrorists were
killed in a gunfight in R R Swain
the Gandoh areaofthe
Doda district on June 26. This
was the first encounter in
Gandohin more than adecade.
Without naming Pakistan,
Swainsaid,"Ouradversaryand
enemy has posed a challenge,
thinking that this is a border

area and they can take advan-
tage ofitby pushing foreign ter-
rorists to revive militancy by
creating fear (among
the people). “They (for-
eign terrorists) are not
in big numbersand we
arefullydetermined to
defeat them, like we
have done in the past,
with the help of other
forcesandcooperation
of the public,” he said.

The DGP, who was accom-
panied by Additional Director
General of Police (law and
order) Vijay Kumar and ADGP
(Jammu zone) Anand Jain, said
the foreignmercenaries donot
belongtoanyoneand theyalso

oreign

: J&K DGP

do not fall in the ambit of law.
“They are involved in mass
killings, taking sheep without
paying money and their aim is
locreate fearand force the pub-
lic into submission and create
disturbance. But it cannot be
achieved because the people
are with us and we will fight
them out,” the DGP said.

ners are fully determined and
committed to defeating the ter-
rorists with the active support
ofvillage defence guards, SPOs
and commoners. It is only a
question of time when theywill
start getting killed, and they
will start getting eliminated,”
he added.
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Macron votes in legislative election

PARIS, July 7 (AP)

FRENCH President Emmanwe Macron voted in high-stakes
~ _______ legislative elections on
“~ Sunday that could force
- him to share powerwith
the rising far right.

Macron called the sur-
prise vote after the anti-
immigration, national-
ist National Rally made
huge gains in the June 9
European elections, tak-
ing a huge gamble that French voters would block the far-
right party as they always have in the past

But the National Rally instead won alarger share than ever
in the first round on June 30, and its leader Marine Le Pen
called on voters to give the party an absolute majority in
Round 2. Sunday’s vote determines which party controls the
National Assemblyand who will be Prime Minister. Ifno par-
ty wins an absolute majority, forming a Government comes
only after extensive negotiations. The snap elections in this
nuclear-armed nation will influence the war in Ukraine,
global diplomacyand Europe's economic stability, and they're
almost certain to undercut President Emmanuel Macron for
the remaining three years of his presidency.




Wickremesinghe to contest Preside

COLOMBO, Jul 7 (PTT)

SRI Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe will contest
the Presidential election asan
independent eandidate, his
aide said on Sunday.

Deputy Chairman of the
United National Party Ruwan
Wijewardene confirmed that
the Presidential election will
definitely be held and
Wickremesinghe, 75, will con-
test the election as an inde-
pendent candidaie, News 1st
reported. "Onlyoneleader pos-
sesses Lthe knowledge to solve
Sri Lanka's economic erisis.
Thatis Ranil Wickremesinghe.
He has proved it with his
actions,” hewasquotedassay-
ing by the news portal.

In April 2022, the island
nation declared its first-ever
sovereign defaulisince gaining

Independence from Britain in
1948, The unprecedented
linancial crisis led President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to quit
office in 2022 amid civil unrest
over his inability to handle the

crisis.  In July 2022,
Wickremesinghe was elected
through parliamentio become
stop-gap president for the bal-
ance term of Rajapaksa.
Wickremesinghe, also the
finance minister, hasn't made

any public statg on his
bid for re-glg®0n.
“Th clion isnl merely
selectingindividualsbut
aboutchoosing the mosteffec-
tive system for our country’s
progress. If you believe in the
merits of the current approach,
letus proceed accordingly,” the
President’s Media Division
quoted him as saving earlier.
The Government under
Wickremesinghe has set in
place hard economic reforms
asdictated by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) pro-
Eramine. President
Wickremesinghe last month
said that his government has
finalised a long-delayed debt
restructuring agreement for
USD 5.8 billion with its bilat-
eral lenders, including India
and China, in Paris to meet a
key condition of anIMF bailout.

ial polls as independent

COLOMBO, July 7 (PTD

SRl  Lankas  Election
Commission on Sunday said
thatitwillannouncethedate
for the next presidential poll
belore the end of this month.

Election  Commission
Chairman R M AL Ratnayake
said the electoral body would
be legally empowered after
July 17 to announce the date
for the election. The Election
Commission in May said the
presidential election would
be conducted between
September17and October16.

Ramayake said the com-
mission is currently in the

SL Election Commission to announce
presidential poll date by July end

processof putting inal touch-
es to the 2024 electoral reg-
ister which will be the basis
for the election. Over 17 mil-
lion would be eligible to vote
in the election as per the
revised list, officials said.

Hiscommeniscame ahead
ofa court case scheduled for
Monday on holdingthe elec-
tion. Last week, an individ-
ual filed a fundamental rights
petition urging the court io
hold back the election
until a clarification could be
made on anambiguity inthe
presidential term about
articles 30(2) and 82 in the
Constitution,
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COLOMBY. ki 7 (PT1
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4 killed in shooting during
home party at Kentucky

FOUR puup]u were killed and
three uthers were wounded in
anearlySaturday shootingdur-
Tnga party ata hoeee [0 porh.
erm Kentucky, police siid.

The shooting stispect later
died afterflesingthe home and
leadingpalice onavehicle pur-
suil that ended with the s us-
pect’s car [alling into a ditch,
pulice said, Police heard shots
heing fired when they arrived
atahomein Florence at shout
250 am, sabd Jeff Mallery, the
city'spolice chiel, Police found
seven shooting victims ot the
home, Mallery ioldmedia dur-
Ing a news conference,

Four people were found
dead. police sald. Three peo-

ple were taken to a hasphial in
Cincinnali in critical condi-
Gon. They were expected Lo
recover, Mallery said,

The suspect led police on a
chasethatendedafierhis veh|-
dlewentoflaroad and fell into
wditch. The suspect had o sell-
inflicted gunshot wound and
died at a hospital, police said.
Police said the suspect acted
abune, and there was no cogoe -
i threat (o the public, Feople
hacl garthered at the home for
abvirthday party for the 2 1-vear-
ald son of the homeowner,
Mallery saied. The homeowner
died in the shooting, the palice
chiefsaid, It appeared that the
) -year-oll suspect knew peo-
plear the party butbe had not
been invited, Mallery said
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and China, in Parls to meet
keyennditionof an IMF hailou,

[¥ ission in May said the
presidential electon would
be  oconducted  between
September 1 Fand October 16,

Ratniyske sakd the com-
mizslon is currendy in the

L
ofa court case seheduled for
Manday onholdingthe dec-
tion. Last week, an individ-
unlftled o fundumenmi rights
petition urging the court (o
hold back the election
uniil o clarilication could be
made on an ambiguity inthe
presidential 1erm  about
articles 30(2) and #2 in the
Constimtion

Indian Navy personnel pose for a photo upon their armva for the multinational maritime exercise

RIMPAC 2024 in Hawail, USA.
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16 killed in Israelu air strike on Gaza school

GAZA, July T (1ANS)

ATLEAST 16 people havebeen
killed while several others
injured in an Ismeli air strike
an aschool in the Gaza Strip,
Palestinian officials have said,

According Lo the Hamas-run
Health Ministry, the bullding
was sheltering thousands of
displaeed people,

In a statement posted on
soctal media platform X on
Saturday, the lsrael Defence
Forces (IDF) said thal the Air
Force struck”several Lerrorists
operatlng in structures locat-
wd in the area of UNRWAS AL
Jaouni Schoolin centrl Giza”,

"Thislocarion served asboth
i hideout and operational
infrastructure from  which
nlmks against [DF (mups

Palgstinians look at the aftermath of the lsraeli air sirike ona
UN-run schoal in the Mussalrat refugea camp in the Gaza Strip

an

(APIPTI)

ed and carred out,” it added
The JDl— ll.ullm said that
i

Gara

Gannot push back
B'deshi refugees,
Mizo CM tells PM

ALZAWL Juty 7 (FTh

pri-

orta thestrikein order “tomit-
zate the dsk of harming chdl-
ans, including te use of pre-

cise aerial surveillance and
additonal inelligence’,
HAMAS CLEARS THE WAY
FORA POSSIRLECEASEFIRE:
HAMAS has given its initial
approval of 4 US-backed pro-
posal for a phased ceasefire
deal in Gaza, dropping a key
demind that lsrael commit up
front to & complete end 1o the
war, 1 Hamas offfeial and an
Fgypiianafiicialsald Sawirday.
The apparent compromise
by the militant group, which
contrilled Gaza belore Lrig-
weringthe warwithanOciober
7attack on lsrel, could deliv-
er the first pause in Aghting
since November ond ser the
stage for further talks on end-
Ing ndev ine maonths

Apna Dalk(S) leader
shot dead in UP
over land dispute

PRAYAGRAL. Mly 7 (FTL

A24-YEAR-OLD boeal leader of
the Apna Il [Soneylal) was
shot dead in a village here on
Sunday over a land dispute,
pulice said.
Deputy Commissioner ol
Prlice i Ganganugin Abhishek
Bharti sald Indrajitalias Monu
Patel (24) was murdersd by his
neighbour Sarvesh Patel in
Harchakwapur village under
the Soraon police station area,
He sald Sarvesh Patel was
arresied Trom the spot, amnd
aeddedd that Moo Pasel and the
e medwrmmg.lgn]hllnuid

lansddi

of fighting But all sides cau-
tioned that a deal is still not
guarantesd.

wllagers. Moml Patel l-"41 WS,
asecrelany In the legal cell of
the state-level political party.

TDP will regain past glory in T’'gana soon: Naidu

HYDERABAD, Jely 7{PTI}

THANKING the people for
protesting againstbis arrestin

‘We will restructure the party
very soon (in Telangana),”
Maldu said amid cheers by the
ity caddre,
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Hindenburg shared
Adani report w
client two mor
before publlshlng it

NEW DELHI, July 7 (PT

US SHORT-SELLER Hindenburg Research
had shared an advance copy of its damn-
ing report against Adani group with New
York-based hedge fund manager Mark
Kingdon about two months before pub-
lishing it and profited from a deal to share
spoils from share price movement, accord-
ing to market regulator Sebi.

The Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI), in its 46-page show cause
notice to Hindenburg, detailed how the US
short seller, the New York hedge fund and
a broker tied to Kotak Mahindra Bank ben-
efited from the over USD 150 billion routs
in the market value of Adani group’s 10 list-
ed firms post-publication of the report.

SEBI charged Hindenburg of making
“unfair” profits from“collusion” to use “non-
public” and “misleading” information and
induce “panicselling” inAdani Groupstocks.

Hindenburg, which made public the
SEBInotice, in its response, has described
the show cause as an attempt to “silence
and intimidate those who expose corrup-

use notice

0 Hindenpur

i HINDENBURG
RESEARCH

tionand fraud perpetratedby the mostpow-
erful individuals inIndia” andrevealed that
the vehicle used to bet against Adani’s flag-
ship firm Adani Enterprises Ltd belonged
to Kotak Mahindra (International) Ltd, a
Mauritius-based subsidiary of Kotak
Mahindra Bank Ltd.

KMILs fund placed bets on Adani
Enterprises Ltd for its client Kingdon’s
Kingdon Capital Management.

SEBI notice includes extracts of time-
stamped chatsbetweenan employeeofthe
hedge fund and KMIL traders for selling
future contracts in AEL.

Kotak Mahindra Bank has stated that
Kingdon “never disclosed that theyhadany

(Contd on page 5)




H By Bethan Davies, Newcastle University
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, July 7 (The Conversation)

THEMEITINGofone of North Americas largest
icefieldshas acceleratedand coulds!
an irreversible tipping point. That's th
clusion of new research colleagues and | have
published on the Juneau lcefield, which strad-
dles the Alaska- Canadabordernear the Alaskan
capital of Juneau.

In the summer of 2022, 1 skied across the
flat, smooth and white plateau of the icefield,
accompanied by other researchers, sliding in
the tracks of the person in front of me under
a hotsun. From that plateau, around 40 huge,
interconnected glaciers descend towards the
sea, with hundreds of smaller glaciers on the
mountain peaks all around,

Our work, now published in Nature
Communications, has shown that Juneau is
an example of a climate “feedback” in action:
as lemperatures are rising, less and less snow
is remaining through the summer (technical-
ly: the “end-of-summer snowline” is rising).
This in turn leads to ice being exposed to sun-
shine and higher temperatures, which means

an irreversible tipping point

more melt, less snow, and so on.

Like manyAlaskan glaciers, Juneau'sare top-
heavy, with lots of ice and snow at high alti-
tudesabove theend-of-summer snowline. This
previously sustained the glacier tongues low-
er down. But when the end-ol-summer snow-
line does creep up to the top plateau, then
suddenly a large amount of a top-heavy gla-
cier will be newly exposed to melting.

That'swhat'shappening now, each summer,
and the glaciers are melting much faster than
before, causing the icefield to get thinner and
thinner and the plateau to get lower and low-
er. Once a threshold is passed, these
feedbacks canaccelerate meltand drive asell-
perpetuating loss of snow and ice which
would continue even if the world were to stop
warming.




