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BRITAIN'S  newhy-elected
Prive Minlster Kelr Starimer
spoke fo Prime  Minister
Waresdia Modl on Ssurday
morning and said he steod
eeady o conchidea Free rade
Amreemenithatworkedforboth
sides, Downing Street siid

India and the UK have heen
negotiating a Free Trude
Agreeivent [FEA] e over tan
vearswitha Consernvetive Farty-
ted government but the malks
were stalled in the 14th round
amidst the generl election
cvcles In both countries.

It i now expected 1o be
ke d U thee new Starmies-
e Labourgevernment, which

s voded inowdth a an dslide
this week.

“The  Prime  Minister
[Srarmer| said he looked fo-
warid 1o furiher deepening the
stromgandrespectiul relarkon-
ShIEi, bemwesn boih countries,
and welcomed Prime Minister
Modisleadesship on key ghb:
al challenges, such as climate

LONDION, July 6 [P}

BRITISH Prime Minister Keie
Branmar on Saturilay presdud pwer
s firse Cabet mesting and cre
ated "MizssionDelwery Boards™ for
mminizters, inchuding Brizh irdian
Cultare Beeretary Lisa Nandy, to
e thmenh the *change” he said
‘the: public hasd voted forin the gen-
zral eiection.

The newly-glected  leader
addressed his firss televised press
conference as Frime Minister at
10 Dowring Street rght aftes the
meeling ie update the country on
how be mterds to meet the tar-

New UK PM creates ‘Mission
Delivery Boards' for new Cabinet

gees he bas set for the new Labsar
Pary Gevernment, including fis-
ing @ “beoken” Mational Hegld
vie (NHS

emire Cabined
that we wil be judged on actians
not oo words,” said Stamer,

“iit the Cahinet meesing, f als
discussed defwery, hmw ve v it
put into aetion the plan that we
have =1 o in our manifesto. Wa
will hawe Mission Deliwery Boards
tn drive through the: change that
weneed, an | wikbe chaiing those
hiaar s 18 make s (hat it's clear
Lo eweryoni Ukl they are my i
orifies m Govermment,” he said.

chanpe and economir growth,”
the spokesperson nowed.

The leadars are then sald o
have diseussed the importance
of e *Hving bridge” between
both countries, and ke 2030
Moadmagyrnd are said 1o hive
wpreed that there was a wide

range of areas across defence
and security, critical and
emerging echnology. and cli-
mitechange, for thetwoeoun-
triesipdeepencomperationon

“Discussing the Free Trude
A greinent, the Prime Minkster
snidhe stood ready o conelede

Britain's Prima Minster Keir Stammer, center, with De;
Prime Minister Angela Rayner, center right, hasts his first Cabinet

maeting at 10 Downing Street, London, on Szturday.

i deal thiat worked for both
sides. The leaders hoped o
meet at the earlicst opportu-
wibty” the sperkesgied som ad ded.

Dusth sides have been work-
Ingrewards clinchingapact o
enhance the GBP 34.1 billion
bilateral trading partnesship
dince January 2002, when Boria
Juhmson was the British Prime
Minisrer

The talks bove sinee had to
contend with palitical tummoil
in the UK that frst led to o

RETN

short-lived Liz Truss premier
ship Totloewed by Rishi Sunak
us Britain's first Prime Minister
of ludian heritage

The Labour P
ranifesie for hursday's
committed to cli
deal, stating “We will seek
nawstrategic pannershipwith
Enediiy, including anFTA, as well
as deepening cooperation in
areas like security, education,
techonlogy  and  climate
chanpge”

er tells Modi

LDNDOR, Jily B (AP

BRITISH Prime Minkie Keir
Stanrer said Seturday thas be &

Starmer says, controversial Rwanda
deportation plan is ‘dead and buried’

dolxs, b rever 1aen fight, The
Frwvtinha plan wiacs o of thee shiw
caszpokciesof fomer Conservative
Prive Minster Fshi Sarsk 1o iy

scrapping @ comtroversial 1oty migrants from making dan-
Conz=rvative poficy tndeport asy- gerous Engiizh Channel crossings.
lom-sekers ta Rwanda, Stamer mads the annownce-
“TheRwendasthemewasdead  meat after hotding his frst Cahings
ard baried befare it started " meeting, the day after his Laboor
Stamer sadin bis first rews cone Party'slandslide sictory overtaned
feronce. “I's nover actod as @ 14 years of Conseative ruly, But
deterent. Almost the spposie.” i was heset wath challanges over
The mows was one of Stamers Fuman rights isznes andreverman
FrstacmnoHice, thoaghweas wids aged to deport & singlz person
Iy eapectad. He had said during ks gespite spanding Famdreds of mil
rampeigy that be woud ditch he plan finns of dollars = @ pact with the
that as cost hundreds of mlims of  eass Afvican nation,
The new Starmer-led “My message o [Finance|

Governmenl's new Foreign
Secretary, David Lammy, s also
on the recopd saying that he
weants i finishthe foh oo the
FTA and said he plins to visit
Tria within the fivse menth ol
being elected.

Minister  Sitharaman  and
[Trade| Minister Goyal |s that
Labouris ready oo Les's firal -
Iy get ou Free trade deal done
and mowe en,” he suid at the
Tt Gkl Fostmmin | endaon
last week,



NEW DELHI, July 6 (PTI)

WATER level in different rivers
in Bihar started risingat many
places and the flood situation
inAssam remained criticglyith
24 51akh people in 30 districts
affected as torrential rain bat-
tered eastern parts India.

Union Home Minister Amil
Shah spoke to Assam Chief
MinisterHimanta Biswa Sarma
Lo take stock of the flood situ-
ation and said the National
Disaster Response Force and
the State Disaster Response
Force were working on a war
footing to rescue and provide
relief to the affected people.

Thirteen people were killed
inrain-relatedincidents across
Uttar Pradesh the inthelast 24
hours, State’sreliefdepartment
officials said.

Assam has been reeling from
floods, with more than 245
lakh people affected in 30 dis-
tricts and major rivers flowing
above the danger level at sev-
eral places. Cachar, Kamrup,
Dhubri, Nagaon, Goalpara,
Barpeta, Dibrugarh,

musenl SituatIon still crltlca toll 52

TR IVETST cluse“ 0! tlanw“:r.a'

Locals cross a flooded area on a boat in Balimuk village of Morigaon district on Saturday. (PTI)

Bongaigaon, Lakhimpur,
Jorhat, Kokrajhar, Karimganj,
and Tinsukia are among the
districts affected.

Flood inurbanareasof three
districts of Kamrup
(Metropolitan), Kamrup and
Dibrugarh was also reported.

So far, 52 people have been
killed in this year's [lood while
12 others were killed in land-

slides and storms.

The Brahmaputra river is
flowingabove the dangermark
in Nimatighat, Guwahalti,
Goalpara and Dhubri.

The Barak river is flowing
above the danger mark in AP
Ghat, BP Ghat, Chota Bakra
and Fuletral, and its tributar-
ies Dhaleswari in Gharmura,
Katakhal in Matizuri and

Kushiyara in Karimganj town.

The devastating flood in the
Kaziranga National Park has
claimed 114 wild animals while
95 were rescued till Saturday.

In Bihar, light to moderate
rain was recorded in many
districts since July 4, accord-
ingtothelatestrainfallbulletin
issued by the water resources
department.



India donates digital equi
s in Sri Lanka

COLOMBO, July 6 (PTI)

DESCRIBING itas“a projectfor
posterity,” India on Saturda
donated digital i
including 2,000 Tabs, worth Rs
300 million for use by 200
schools in the southern
province of Sri Lanka.

A ceremony in the southern
district of Galle, attended by
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe and Indian
High Commissioner Santosh
Jha, marked a significant step
towards educational moderni-
sation, with the provision of
200 Smart Classrooms and
2,000Tabsto200schoolsinthe

owing a request by the
ister of Health and
Industry, Dr Ramesh Pathirana,
the Government of India allo-
cated Rs 300 million to the
Southern Provincial Council
for this project. Of the 200
selected schools, 150areinthe
Galledistrict, while the remain-
ing 50 are in the Hambantota
and Matara districts,” a state-
ment from the President’s
Media Division (PMD) said.

Additionally, 2,000 Tabswere
distributed, witheachofthe 200
classrooms receiving 10 Tabs,
the statement said.

“We deeply appreciate the

nt worth

support extended by neigh-
bouring India in advancing
modern technology. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
expressed interest in
establishing anIndianInstitute
of Technology (IIT) campus in
Sri Lanka, which is highly
appreciated,”Wickremesinghe
said. “Additionally, negotiations
to enhance cooperation
in the energy sector with India
are progressing successfully,”
he said.

Pathirana and Minister of
Education Dr Susil
Premajayantha, both appreci-
ated India’s assistance in their
respective speeches.



Masoud Pezeshkiar

B Pezeshkian gets
16.3 million votes
against his rival
Saeed Jalili's
13.5 million votes

DUBAL, July &6 (AP)

REFORMIST candidate
Masoud Pezeshkian won Iran's
runoffpresidential electionon
Saturday, besting hard-liner
Saeed Jalili by promising to
reach out to the West and ease
enforcement on the country's
mandatory headscarflawafter
yvearsolsanctionsand protests
squeezing the lslamic Republic.

Pezeshkian promisednorad-
ical changes to Iran's Shiite
theocracyinhis campaign and
long has held Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei as the
final arbiter of all matters of
state in the country. But even
Pezeshkian's modest aims will

Reformist candidate for the Iran's presidential election Masoud
Pezeshkian leaves a polling station after casting his vote in

Shahr-e-Qods near Tehran, |ran on Friday.

(AP/PTI)

be challenged by an Iranian
Government still largely held
by hard-liners, the ongoing
Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza
Strip, and Western fears over
Tehran enriching uranium to

near-weapons-grade levels.

A vote count offered by
authorities put Pezeshkian as
the winner with 16.3 million
votes to Jalili's 13.5 million in
Friday s election. Overall, Iran’s

Interior Ministry said 30 mil-
lion people voted in an elec-
tion held without internation-
ally recognised monitors.

Supporiers of Pezeshkian, a
heart surgeon and long-time
lawmaker, entered the streeis
of Tehran and other cities
before dawn tocelebrate ashis
lead grew over Jalili, a hard-
line formernuclear negotiator,

“Dear people of Iran, the
elections are over and this is
just the beginning of surcoop-
eration,” Pezeshkian wrote on
the social platform X, still
banned in Iran,

“Thedifficult path aheadwill
notbesmoothexcept withyour
companionship, empathyand
trust. [ extend my hand to you
and Tswearon my honour that
1 will not leave you alone on
this path. Do not leave me
alone.”

Pezeshkian's win still sees
Iranatadelicate moment, with

ected Iran President

tensions high in the Mideast
over the lsrael-Hamas war,
Iran’s advancing nuclear pro-
gramme, and a looming elec-
tion in the United States that
could put any chance of a
detente between Tehran and
Washington at risk,
Pezeshkian's victory also was-
n'taroutof Jalili, meaning he'll
have tocarefully navigate [ran's
internal politics as the doctor
hasneverheldasensitive, high-
level security post,

The first round of voling on
June 28 saw the lowesttumaout
in the history of the Islamic
Republicsinee the 1979 Islamic
Revolution. Iranian officials
have long pointed 1o turnout
as a sign of support for the
country’s Shiite theocracy,
which has been under strain
alter years ol sanctions crush-
ing lran's economy, mass
demonstrations and intense
crackdowns on all dissent.



NEW DELHL July 6 (PTI)

PARLIAMENT'S Budget Session will be held between
July 22 and August 12, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said on Saturday.

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will pres-
ent the Budget on July 23.

Rijiju said, “Hon'ble President of India, on the rec-

«m Sitharaman to present
Union Budget on July 23

ommendation of Government of India, has approved
the proposal for summoning of both the Houses of
Parliament for the Budget Session, 2024 from 22nd July,
2024 to 12 August, 2024 (Subject to exigencies of
Parliamentary Business).”

This will be the first Budget presented by the
Government led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
its third term amid high anticipationfollowing President
Droupadi Murmu’s assertion that it will be marked by
many historic steps.

In her address to a joint sitting of Parliament, she had
said major socialand economicdecisionswill bea high-
light of the budget.

After having presented an interim budget ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls, the Finance Minister will now pres-
ent the full Budget for 2024-25 that ensures the econo-
my continues on the high growth trajectory and creates
more jobs during the Modi 3.0 Government.




India unvells 1t tan ‘Zorawar
DRDO chief reviews advanced-$ri

HAJIRA, July 6 (ANI)

IN A major boost to'YdiapdeTces
deployed oppositeChinainLadakh,
premier defence research agency
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and private sector firm
Larsen and Toubro (L&T) are at
advanced stage of trials of the
indigenous Light Tank ‘Zorawar’

DRDO chief Dr Samir V Kamat
today reviewed the progress made
in the project at the Larsen and
Toubro plant at Hajira in Gujarat.

Developed in a record time of
two years for high altitude areas of
Ladakh, the tank is testimony to
Indianprogress in indigenous man-
ufacturing.

The DRDO and L&T have
integrated USVs in loitering
munitions in the tank learning
lessons fromthe Russiaand Ukraine
conflict.

The light tank ‘Zorawar’ with 25
tonnes in weight and it is the first
time, afresh tankhas been designed
and made ready for trials in such a
short time.59 ofthese tanks will be
provided to the Army initially and
itwill beafrontrunner for the major
programme of 295 more of these

oured vehicles.

The Indian Air Force can supply
twotanksatatimeinthe C-17class
transportaircraft as the tankislight
and can be run at high speeds in
mountain valleys.

Thetrialsare expected tobe com-

pleted in the next 12-18 months
and be ready for induction. Even
though thefirst ammunition is com-
ing from Belgium, the DRDO is
ready to develop the ammunition
indigenously.
‘ZORAWAR’' EXPECTED TO BE
INDUCTED INTO INDIAN ARMY
BY2027,SAYS KAMAT: DRDO chief
Samir V Kamath said on Saturday
that ‘Zorawar’ is expected to be
inducted into the Indian Army by
the year 2027 after all trials. The
DRDO chief told ANI, “It’s indeed
a momentous day for all of us to
see thelight tankin action. Itmakes
me happyand proud.It'sindeed an
example.

In a short period of two years to
two and a half years, we have not
only designed this tank but made
a first prototype and now the first
prototype will undergo develop-
ment trialsover the nextsix months,
and then we will be ready to offer
it to our users for user trials.




