THEIndian Navy hasjoined the
world’s largest naval military
wargame Rim of the Pacific
Exercise (RIMPAC) in Hawaii.
Twenty-nine nations, 40 sur-
face ships, three submarines,
over 150 aircraftand more than
25,000 personnel are going to
train and operate inand around
the Hawaiian Islands during
the exercise, according to the
US Navy. The Indian Navy has
deployed frontline warshipINS
Shivalik for the RIMPAC.
“Indian multi-role stealth
frigate INS Shivalik, mission
deployed in South China Sea
and North Pacific Ocean, has
reached Pearl Harbour in
Hawaii totake partin the RIM-
PAC exercise,” Indian Navy
spokesperson Commander

Indlan Navy pa

clpates

INS Shivalik

Vivek Madhwal said on
Saturday. The harbour phase
of the exercise is taking place
from June 27 to July 7.

The sea phase of RIMPAC is
divided into three sub-phases
whichwill witness shipsunder-
taking various exercises.

Theexercisewillwitnessthe
participation ofanaircraft car-
rier battle group, submarines,
maritime reconnaissance air-
craft, unmanned aerial vehicles,

remotely piloted surface ships
and also an amphibious force
landing operations,
Commander Madhwal said.

The RIMPAC exercise will run
till August 1.

“The Rim of the Pacific exer-
cise has grown over the years
to be the world'slargestand pre-
mierjoint combined maritime
trainingopportunity,” saidVice
Admiral John Wade, com-
mander, the US 3rd Fleet.



Lt Gen Dwivedi to take

NEW DELHI, June 29 (ANI)

LIEUTENANT
Upendra Dwivedi will on
Sunday take over as the next
chief of the Indian Army on
Sunday succeeding General
Manoj Pande on completion of
his 26-month tenure.

BornonJuly1, 1964, Lt.Gen.
Upendra Dwivedi was com-
missioned into the Jammu &
Kashmir Rifles of the Indian
Army on December 15, 1984.

During his long and distin-
guishedservice spanningnear-
ly 40 years, he has served in a
variety of Command,

Lt. Gen. Dwivedi
would be the 30th
Chiefof the ArmyStaff
and is taking overata
time when the force
is undergoing major
modernisation
through indigenisa- |
tion along with struc-
tural reforms.

Lt. Gen. Dwivedi has had a
long tenure as the Northern
Army Commander where he
has had long exposure to the
ongoingoperations in the mil-
itary stand-off on the LAC in
eastern Ladakh.

The Government appointed
Lt. Gen. Upendra Dwivedi, as
thenextChiefofthe Army Staff
with effect from the afternoon
of June 30, 2024.

Staff, Instructionaland
foreignappointments.
The Command
appointments of LL.
Gen. Dwivedi include
Command of 18
Jammu & Kashmir
Rifles Battalion 26
Sector Assam Rifles
brigade, Inspector General,
Assam Rifles (East) and 9 Corps.
In the rank of Lt. Gen., the
officer has tenanted important
appointments including that
of Director General Infantry.
AnalumnusofSainik School
Rewa, National Delfence
College and US Army War
College, Lt. Gen. Upendra
Dwivedi has also undergone
coursesatthe DSSCWellington
and Army War College, Mhow.




ALL eyes

B Experts and industry
leaders highlight the
importance of
prioritising preventive
healthcare measures,
strengthening
infrastructure, and
increasing healthcare
spending

NEW DELHI, Jure 29 (FTI)

ECHOING the urgency of
healtheare reforms ranging
from  restructuring  of
Ayushman Bharat Yojana (AB-
PMJAY) toacceleratingthe dig-
italhealth mission, experts and
industryleadershave outlined
key priorities for the Modi
Government in its third con-
secutive term.

Their statements highlight
the importance of prioritising
preventive healthcare meas-
ures, strengthening infra-
structure, and increasing

healthcare spending.

Healthcare experts have
expressed concern  about
whethertheGovernmentinits
new term will make any dif-
ference by increasing public
expenditure on healthcare to
the desired level in India.

Notably, the National Health
Policy (NHP) 2017, which
promises to increase public
health spending to 2.5 percent
of the GDP remains overdue
even as Indians rely heavilyon
private services.

Dr Girdhar Gyani, Direclor
General, AHPI (Association of
Healthcare Providers, India)
said, “In the upecoming term,
we urge the Government to pri-

oritise a comprehensive
approach to [ostering a
‘Healthy India’ This entails pro-
moting preventive health
measures focusing on sanita-
tion, clean drinking water, and
nutrition, alongside the rapid
implementation of health and
wellness centres for preventive
health education and screen-
ing." Intensifying the ‘Fil India
Movement', strengthening
occupational health schemes,
and res  tructuring the
Ayushman Bharat Yojana to
reach all SECC-2011 benefici-
aries are also crucial steps, Dr
Gyani said.

‘He also highlighted the

fromoting the indi-
fenisation of medical equip-
ment, and accelerating the
National Digital Health Mission
to address healthcare infra-
structure gaps and achieve uni-
versalhealth coverage through
increased Governmentspend-
ing. Expressing his views,
Probal Ghosal, Chairman and
Director, Ujala Cygnus Group
of Hospitalssaid, "As weembark
on the next five-year term
under the newly-elected
Government, there’s a prime
opportunity to catalyse (rans-
formation in the healthecare
infrastructure, enhancing the
lives of millions.”

“Increased healtheare
spending, coupled with initia-
tives like AB-PMJAY, can ben-
efitboth thepublic and private
sector, albeit requiring adjust-
ments in pricing structures.
Addressing the shortage of
healtheare staff and providing

regulatory relief, panicularly
in GST input credit, will alle-
viate burden on the industry,”
Ghosal said.

“Moreover, focusing on
India’s potential as a medical
wourismdestination can boost
revenue for private hospitals
and establish the nation as a
global healthcare leader,” he
pointedout. Abhishek Kapoor,
CEO, Regency Health, said the
new Government [aces a crit-
ical opportunity to prioritise
universal healthcare.

“A comprehensive roadmap
is essential, focusing on long-
term infrastructure financing,
expanding medicaleducation,
and implementing fiscal
reforms in health insurance.
Elevatingthe healthcare budg-
etto 2.5 per cent of GDP is piv-
olal for progress,” Kapoor said.

Streamliningthe GST frame-
work, enhancing healthcare
professional  skills, and
strengtheninginfrastructurein
ter Il and ITI cities are equal-
ly crucial, he added.



KOLKATA, June 29 (IANS)

THE ChiefJustice of India (CJI),
DYChandrachud, onSaturday,
observed that the trend o
equating judges with G
dangerous since the
task of judges is Lo serve pub-
lic interest.

“Too very often, we are
addressed as Honour or as
Lordship or as Ladyship. There
is a very grave danger when
people say that the court is a
temple of justice. There is a
grave danger that we perceive
ourselvesasthedeitiesin those
temples,” CJ1 Chandrachud
said while addressing the

g

Regional Conference of

National Judicial Academy here
on Saturday morning.

'WEST Bengal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee on
Saturday called for a judici-
ary [ree of any political bias,
maintaining that it should be
“absolutely pure.”

Banerjeealsosaid the judi-
ciaryisthebigpillar of India's
foundation to save democ-
racy, the Constitution and
peaple’s interests.

“Please seetoit that (there
is)no political bias in thejudi-
ciary. The judiciary must be

pure, free
bhias: Mamata

absolutely pure, honest and
sacred. Let people worshipit,”
the CM said at the inaugura-
tion of the East Zone [ region-
al conference of the National
Judicial Academy here,

Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud and Chief
Justice of Calcutta High Court
TS Sivagnanam were among
those present at the pro-
gramme. The judiciary is an
important temple forpeople
and the supreme authority
for delivering justice,
Banerjee said.

God: GJI

TheCJlsaid that he feels ret-
icent when he is told that the
court is the temple of justice
because the temple postulates
that the judges are in the posi-
tion of a deity.

“I would rather recast the
role of the judge as a server of
the people. And when you
regard yourselves as people
who are there (o serve others,
then you bringin the notionof
compassion, of empathy, of
judging but not being judg-
mental about others,” the
CJI said,

He said that even while sen-
tencing anyone in a criminal
case, the judges do that with a
sense of compassion, since at
theend, ahuman beingis being
sentenced.
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Pak seeks small
arms from US

WASHINGTON/ISLAMIABAD, June 29 (PTI)

PAKI 8 Ambassador to the US has urged
the USto provide smallarms and modern equip-
ment to his country to ensure the success of
Operation Azm-i-Istehkam, Islamabad’s new-
ly approved counter-terrorism initiative.

Thedecision to launch the ‘Azm-e-Istehkam’
operationwas takenon June22at theapex com-
mittee meeting of the National Action Plan, a
strategy approvedin 2014 to eliminate militancy
from the country. The federal Government
recently approved the reinvigorated national
counter-terrorism drive.

“Pakistan has launched Azm-i-Istehkam (...)
toopposeanddismantle terrorist networks. For
that, we need sophisticated smallarmsand com-
municationequipment,” Ambassador Masood
Khan was quotedassayingby the ‘Dawn’ news-
paper. He made these remarks while address-
ing US policymakers, scholars, intelligentsia,
and corporate leaders at a Washington think
tank, the Wilson Centre, earlier this week. Khan
elaborated that ‘Azm-i-Istehkam’ comprises
three components: Doctrinal, societal, and
operational. He noted thatwork on the first two
phases has already begun, with the third phase
set to be implemented soon.



5 soldiers swept away

in Ladakh flash floods

NEW DELHI, June 29 (PTI)

killed during Ercise early
Saturday assthe#Russian-origin T-
72 tank was swept away following
flash floods in the Shyok
river near the Line of
Actual Control (LAC)

in eastern Ladakh,
officials said.

Defence
Minister Rajnath
Singh said he was
deeply saddened
by the unfortunate
accident that
occurred in the river
near Saser Brangsa.

Two T-72 tanks were trying to
cross Shyok around 1 am and one
of them got stuck in high currents
inthe river, theofficialssaid, adding
the melting of snow resulted in the
increase in the water levels.

The Army deployved rescue
teams but the mission didn't suc-
ceed inview of the raging waters in
the river.

The deceased personnelare MRK
Reddy, Subhan Khan, Bhupendra
Negi, E Teibam and Sadarbonia
Nagaraju. “Deeply saddened at
the loss of lives of five of our brave

dn
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Two T-72 tanks |
were trying to cross
Shyok around 1 am
and one of them got

stuck in high
currents in
the river

ndian Army soldiers in an unfor-
tunate accident while getting the
tank acrossariverin Ladakh,” Singh
saidon X.

“We will never forget exemplary
service ofour gallant soldiers to the
nation. My heartfelt condolencesto

the bereaved families,” hesaid.

“Thenationstands firm
with them during

this hour of grief,”
he said.

The soldiers
belongedtothe 52
Armoured
Regiment

deployed at Daulat

Beg Oldi (DBO) mil-

itarybasein the strate-

gically located region close
to the LAC with China.

“...While de-inducting froma mil-
itary training activity, an army tank
got stuck in the Shyok River, near
Saser Brangsa, Eastern Ladakh due
to sudden increase in the water lev-
el,” the Army’s Leh-based Fire and
Fury Corps said.

“Rescueteamsrushedtotheloca-
tion, however, due to high current
andwaterlevels, the rescue mission
didn't succeed, and the tank crew
lost their lives,” it said.

“The Indian Army regrets
(Contd on page 5)

NEW DELHI, June 29 (PTDH

CONGRESS President
Mallikarjun Kharge and party
leaders Rahul Gandhi and
Privanka GandhiVadraexpressed
sorrow at the death of five sol-
diers who drowned when their
T-72tanksankduetoaflash lood
in the Shyok river in Ladakh on
Saturday. “Deeply distressed at
the loss of lives of five Indian
Army bravehearts, including a
JCO (junior commissioned offi-
cer), while getting a T-72 tank
acrossariverin Ladakh,” Kharge
said in a post on X.

“Our heartfelt condolences to

Kharge, Rahul, Priyanka express grief

the families of the Army person-
nelwhofell victim to this painful
tragedy. In this hour of grief, the
nation stands together in salut-
ing the exemplary service of our
valiant soldiers,” he added.

Rahul Gandhi, the Leader of
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, said
the news of the soldiers’ death
was extremely sad.

“The news of the martyrdom
of five Indian Army soldiers in
an accident during a military
exercise of a tank crossing a riv-
er in Ladakh is extremely sad,”
he said in a post in Hindi on X.

“While paying my humble

(Contd on page 5)




India’s Guj

Rohit the Captain : Virat the Winner

Glory

Rahul Dravid the Master

N By R Kaushik
BRIDGETOWN, lune 25

R OHIT Sharmasprawledon
the turf on his belly at cover,
pounding the grass with his
open right palm. His side had
staged one of the great escape
acls, overturning near certain
defeat into a scarcely believ-
ahle victory, by seven runs, to
wrap their hands around the
T20World Cup forthe firsttime
since 2007,

Ina fascinating fnal that pro-
duced a great contest which
wasn't necessarily of the high-
esi qualily, India's formula of
putting riins on the board and
defending them, which has
worked for them since they
moved to the Caribbeans for
the Super Fight stage. again
paid handsome dividends a
the Kensington Owval on
Saturday.

South Africa, in their first
World Cup final, were on track
for a cracking win after
Heinrich Klaasen trumped
Virat Kohli's measured 76 with
a 23-ball half-century, India’s

ASHRITH GROUP

BUILDERS & DEVELOPERS
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176 for seven was beginning to
louk too fewwhen Klaasen was
laking the spinners, especial-
Iy Axar Patel, to the cleaners;
at 151 for four after 16 overs,
South Africa needed just 26
from 24 deliveries when Hardik
Pandya, sparinglyused, umed
the match on its head.

With his firstballof thespell,
the vice-caplain elicited awaft
from Klaasen that nested in
Rishablh  Pam's  gloves,
Energised by that dismissal,
India lifted themselves; having
almost resigned themselves o
a third defeat in as many finals
in the last 13 months, they
found a second wind, Pandya
and Jasprit Bumrah and
Arshdeep Singh  bowling
superbly, the fieldingagile and
switched on. South Alrica felt
theheat and allowed theequa-
tion to get oul of hand, taking
it down to 16 off the last over,

Pandyas first ball was a full
tosswhich David Miller swung
with all his might. As the ball
hovered around long-off,
Suryakumar Yadav ran (o his
left, clutched the ball in both
hands, then tossed it upin the
airas he was getting out of the
field ofplay. Hesauntered back
in and pouched it as if it was
the easiest thing to do, pres-
sure or no pressure, The res
was routine business as South
Africa slumped to 169 foreight,

(Coned on page 5)



Jaishankar

to visit

EXTERNAL Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will travel to Qatar
on Sunday to hold talks with
Prime Minister Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman binJassim Al
Thani with
a focus on
exploring
ways Lo
expand
bilateral
| coopera-
lioninareas
| of trade,
| investment

and energy.

Jaishankar’svisit comes four-
and-half months after Qatar
released eight former Indian
Navy personnel, whoweresen-
tenced to death after
being arrested in August
2022.

“During the visit, he willmeet
the Prime Ministerand Foreign
Minister of Qatar Sheikh
MohammedbinAbdulrahman
bin Jassim Al Thani,” the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said.

[tsaid thevisit would “enable
both sides to review various
aspects of bilateral relations,
including political, trade,
investment, energy, security,
culturalandpeople-to-people
aswell asthe regional and inter-
nationalissues of mutual inter-
est”.

Itisexpected thatJaishankar
and Al Thani would also delib-
erate on the overall situation
in West Asia against the back-
drop ofIsrael’s continuing mil-
itary offensives in Gaza.




