It’s Birla
vs Suresh

Om Birla files
nomination as
NDA candidate

KOEA MP Om Birla on
Tuesday filed nomination
for the post of the Lok
Sahha Speaker as an NDA
consensus candidate, a
position he heldin the pre-
vious House.

TR keader and Union
Minister Rajiv Ranjan
Singhalias Lalan Singh told
reporters here that Bira's

(Contd on page 5)
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BIrs Om Birda will fight it oul
with Koddkunnil Suresh of the
Congress for the Lok Sabha
Speaker's post after efforts 1o
reach a consensus hetween
the Government and the
Oppasition failed on Tuesday,

Thevetingwilltake placesn
Wednesday.

Both Birla and Suresh [T
their nominations as NDAand
LN.DLA. bloe candidates,
respectively.

Birla servedas Speakerin the
previous LokSabhaaswelland
ilhe wins he would be the first
person to get the post for the
secondiermin2Syears. Belore
filing his nomination, Birla
also mel Prime Minisier
Narendra Modi. He has
returned to the Lok Sabha for
the third time from Kota in
Rajasthan,

Suresh, an eight-time MP
from Kerala, said itisnotabout
winning or losing, but about
aconvention that Speakerwill
be of ruling party and Deputy
Speaker will be of Dpposition,

“Last two Lok Sabhas, they
denied us Deputy Speaker's
post because they saidyouare
not  recognised as  the
Opposition, Nowwearerecog-
nised as the Opposition,
Deputy Spedker post is our
right. But they are not ready
to give uy Till 11.50 we were
waiting for reply from

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with other NDA leaders during
the nomination filing in support of BJP MP Om Birla for the post
of Lok Sabha Speaker, in New Delhi, on Tuesay. (FTI)

Rahul Gandhi to be Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha

NEW DELHL. June 25 (PT1)

CONGRESS leader Rahul Gandhi will occupy the post of
Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha and a
letter about the decision hasbeensent o Pro-
tem Speaker Bhartruhari Mahtab.

The decision on Rahul Gandhis appoint-
ment as the Leader of Opposition was made
after a meeting of the fAoor leaders of the
LN.ILLA. bloc at Congress chief Mallikarjun
Kharnge'’s residence. “Congress Parliamentary Party chairper-
son (Sonia Gandhi) wrote to Pro-tem Speaker Bhartruehari
Mahtab, informing him of the decision w0 appoint Rahul
Gandhi as the Leader of Opposition in the Lok Sabha,” sen-
ior party leader K C Venugopal said.

Government’s side but they
did notgiveanyreply,” hetold
reporiers.

Union  Ministers Rajiv
Ranjan Singhand Piyissh Goyal
said it was wrong on the part
ol Opposition 1o put conditions
and Rajnath Singh told them
that the issue can be discussed
when time comes for election
of deputy speaker,

The Opposition, however,
wanted the post immediately
and the NDA would not agnee
to such conditions, the two
ministers told reporters.

Earlier in the morning,
Congress leader KCVenugopal
and DMK's T K Baalu walked
out ofDefence Minister Singh's
office, refusingto endorse NDA
candidate Birla without being
offered the Deputy Speakers
paosition.,

Venugopal said the BIP
refused togive a commitment
on  offering  the deputy
Speaker's post o the
Opposition,

Union Ministers Amit Shah
and | P Nadda besides Singh
tried to persuade Opposition
leaders to endorse the NDA
nominee but in vain.

Soutrces said over 10 sets of
nominations were filed insup-
part of Birla's candidature,
including from Prime Minister
Maodi, Union ministers Shah,
Singh and Nadda, and BJP
allies like TOF [DW), JDIS)
and LIP (R},

s post

A

Will support Govt’s
choice if Deputy
Speaker post given
to Oppn: Rahul

NEW DELHL June 25 (PT1)

CONGRESS leader Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday said
the Opposition will sup-
port the Government on
the Lok Sabha Speaker’s
choice ifthe convention is
followed and the Deputy
Speaker's post is given (o

the Opposition bloc,
He also said tha
{Contd ot page 5)
















Jaishankar meets Chinese-efivoy,

discusses ties, stahilisation

NEW DELHI, June 25 (PTI)

EXTERNAL Affairs Ministe ar met
Chinese ambassador Xu Feihong on Tuesday
withafocus onbilateral relationship and the“com-
mon interest” in its “stabilisation and progress”,
amid continuing strain in India-China ties over
the lingering border row in eastern Ladakh.

Jaishankar also separately met envoys of New
Zealand and Sri Lanka.

“Received Ambassador of China Xu Feihong
thisevening. Discussed ourbilateral relationship
and our common interest initsstabilisation and
progress. Wished him a successful tenure,” the
External Affairs Minister said on ‘X"

Xu arrived in Delhi on May 10 after the posi-
tionofChineseambassador remained vacantfor
nearly 18 months, the longest such gap in over
four decades. The envoy presented his creden-
tials to President Droupadi Murmu on May 31
along with a number of newly-appointed for-
eign envoys. Following his meeting with
Jaishankar, the Chinese ambassador said he was
looking forward to working with the Indian side
topush forward thedevelopmentofChina-India
relations towards the “right direction”.
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External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar and
New Zealand High Commissioner Patrick John
Rata during a meeting in New Delhi. (PTI)

“Honored to call on External Affairs Minister
@DrSJaishankar today. We exchanged views on
China-India relations and other issues of com-
mon interest,” the envoy said on ‘X'

“Thanks for his best wishes. Look forward to
working with the Indian side to push forward
the developmentof China-Indiarelationstowards
the right direction,” he said.



