‘India all set to overtake Jap

doing pretty well, India’s G20
Sherpa and former CEO ofNiti
Aayog Amitabh Kant project-
ed that the countryis all set to
overtake Japan as 4th largest
economy in the world by 2025.

se Ive emerging countries,
fMcluding India, whose econ-
omy was not doing well back
then. The other four countries
were Brazil, Indonesia, South
Africa, and Turkey.
Double-digit growth in the
steel, cement, and automobile
manufacluring sectors; global

The size of India's
GDPiscurrently ranked
5th, after the US, China,
Germany, and Japan. It
overtookthe UK in 2022,

Just a decade ago,
Indian GDP was the
eleventh largestin the

Amitabh Kant

leader in digital public infra-
T structure, with e-trans-
| actions surging to 134
billion, accounting for
| 46 per cent of all global
1 digital payments;
accounts opened under
Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and

Mobile trinity have

world. Currently,
India’s GDP is estimated to be
around USD 3.7 trillion. Some
highlights of India’s journey to
the top 5 economies of the
world in 2024 from Fragile 5 in
2013,according to Kant,among
others, record GST collection,
over 8 per cent GDP growth in
the past three quarters, trad-
ing in Indian currency Rupee
with various countries (to be
precise 27), inflation at man-
ageable levels.

The term Fragile 5 was
coined by a Morgan Stanley
analyst in 2013 and refersto a

over Rs 2.32 lakh crore
as current balance; average
annual inflation between 2013-
14 and 2022-23 declined to 5
per cent from 8.2 per cent
between 2003-04 and 2013-14
aresomeotherthingsheattrib-
uted to India’s firm growth.
Firm GDP growth forecasts,
inflation at manageable levels,
political stabilityatthe Central
Government level, and appre-
ciable central bank monetary
policy, have all contributed to
painting a bright picture for
the Indian economy in recent
quarters.



EAM Jaishankar expresses concern over del

The reason being the current situation in West Asia; The Minister saj

NEW DELHL May 12 (i1

THE delay in implementation
of the Tndis-Middle East-
Europe Economic Corridor
(IMECH in wiew of the current
Situntionin West Asiais i miat-
tex af eoneeri® and the expec-
tatlon generated {ollowing
frming up of the initiative in
Seplember last has to be
“acjusted” o bit now, External
Alfiirs Minister § Jaiskankar
has said,

T an exelusive interview 1o
PTI, faishankar said all the
stakeholders of the IMEC — a
ship-to-rail transit network --
arecommited teitas they leel
1B a "great” mbtithve,

“It has definitely been a
stumee of eoncern for us and
thekindofexpects on we had
when the agreement was
signed in Seplember, we have
had e adjust it a bit" he said

whenaskedwhetherithe onge
Teng eriss o West Aska would
deday the project by at least a
fewr vears,

“On the otbsr hand, all the
parties Lo the
agreernent have
reconfirmed
ehiat woe think it
s & preat idea
andull are com-
mitted toie” he
sanil

Billed as a
path-hreaking

itiative, the IMEC envisapges
avast road, railroad and shij
ping networks mmong Saudi
Aribiz, India, the United Staes
and Europe with an aim 1o
ensire egration amang sk,
Middle East and West

S we will have o wait for
things wstabilise & bit. 1 think
it is o matter of great concern
and it is dlse @ very complex

faaue, Begase 1 s nota single

Isstsenn whichyouhave shlack

white  judgement,”
air sald,

the
POTISIT 16
hnstages i
humanitarian
cormidorioa two-
stateseluion,” he
saidd in the inter

view lae
Thursday,

“50 hova dio wou get the bal-
anee right and more impor-
tamt, how doyeumake it actu-
ally work un the ground,” he
added,

Theinitative alsoenvisages
an eberiricity cable network, &
hyilropen pipeling high-speed
dataceblenemwor 1o facilitace
wverdl eonomic growth inthe
pariner countrics

domestic manufacturing will
space to foreign policy toolkit'

REN DELHL May 12 1FTII

BODSTING india's domstic mmulachering and the omrall scosemy will geoviie
much e mesnunes i fis fonegn paliey tanlkdt o expeed the comirg"s infls
et (lohally and compats with Ching ea the ecanomic from, Extemal Affsrs
Minstar § Jeighankar e3id.

Indiz under the laadershin o Prive Ministar Nacsndra M odi hes bean facusing
m gnhancing devestic manufactaring m the last 10 vaars a5 thare was o neg
Toct af the sector baforn 2014 and it craated momy problares Jor the comtry,
Jsmghmkeaw Vb P71 s e s i v, Wi sl soggestid o lack of foeus
i the past 10 the mamdactiring sector & inked @ the upaard trajesion o indie
Ching tredz notwithetsnding New Dslii's positan thet nomekation af ties with
Bsigng is dependznt on the resalubion of the eastern Ladeih border row.

HOPE THERFE 15 IRESCH -
TION OF REMAINING ISSUIES:
JAISHANKAR ON EASTERN
LADAKHEORDERROWWITH
CHINA: As the eustern Ludukh
militiry stindedl entered its

filth year, kxternal Alfairs
Mindsrer 5 Jaishankar said India
hopes Tor a resolution of the
memaining issues with Ching
undd asserted that @ retum o
normil bilateral tes hinges on

peace and tranguiltiy ar the
border, nan esclusive er-
view (o PT] he said the remain-
ing issues mainly pertained o
“patrclling  rights”  and
“patroling abilitie",
Specifically asked when a
resalifinn t the i can be
ctead i the backdmp of
& Min Warendra

Modi's remarks e Newsweek
murth,

magazine  lust
Taishankar said he
videda " blg pletum”
on the maries.

"We would hope that there
is o resulution of the remain-
ing issues put there. These
lssues mainly pertadin o
patrolling dghisand patrotling
abiilities theve,” he said,

“I wortld not link it to the
Prime Ministers interview per
st | think the Prime Minister
was giving o hig pieture view-
peing and bis big plcture view-

iImplementation of IMEC

expectation generated has to be ‘adjusted’ a bit

polnt was a very reasonable
wiewpoing which s - after all
a5 neighhours, every couniry
weants pood relations with ils
neighbours,” he said.

“But tday, purrelations with
China are not pommal hecause
the pesace and trandgullling In the
border aveas has been dis-
turbed. Sohe PM) wasexpress-
ing the hope that the Chinese
side should realise that the
present siluation is not i its
ornt Ineerese,” faishankar said,

Muodl had satd that the hor-
der situation needs 1o he
addressed urpently and that
stable and peaceful ties
betvween India and China are
Fusprortant for nol just the two
colntiies bul far the entire
region and world,

Taishankar said diplomacy s
a work of patience end India
continues iy diseuss theiss
with the Chinese side,

&



’ China largest tra
partner of India;

NEW DELHI, May 12 (PTI)

CHINA has emerged as the largest trading partner of
IndiawithUSD118.4billiontwo-waycommercein2023-
24, slightly edging past the US, according to the data of
economic think tank GTRIL.

The bilateral trade between India and the US stood
at USD 118.3 billion in2023-24. Washington was the top
trading partner of New Delhi during 2021-22 and 2022-
23. The data showed that India’s exports to China rose
by 8.7 per cent to USD 16.67 billion in the last fiscal. The
main sectors which recorded healthy growth in exports
to that country include iron ore, cotton yarn/fab-
rics/madeups, handloom, spices, fruits and vegetables,
plastic and linoleum. Imports from the neighbouring
country increased by 3.24 per cent to USD 101.7 bn.



Nongrang is 1st
woman DGP
of Meghal

SHILLONG, May 12 (IANS)

IDASHISHA Nongrang, a 1992
batch IPS officer coming from
a tribal background, was on
Saturday appointed the first
woman Director General of
Police (DGP) of Meghalaya.
Currently serving as the
Director General of Civil
Defence & Home Guard in
Meghalaya, Nongrang will
assume charge witheffect from
May 20, replacing L. R Bishnoi
who will retire on May 19, offi-
cials said. The move follows a
recommendation by the
Empanelment Committee of
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC).
Congratulating Nongrang,
Meghalaya Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma posted on X:
“Heartiest congratulations to
Smtildashisha Nongrang, IPS,
on her appointment as the
new DGP. Breaking barriersand
making history, she
became thefirst tribal ladyfrom
our state to hold this
position, a moment of
immense pride for all of us.

Wishing her all the best!”




 Israel pushes dee
- forcing 300,000 ¢

Egypt Plans to Join ‘Genocide’ Case Againgsh
P O g o Biden forsaying

perinto f

deeper into Gaza’s southern ci-
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tyof Rafahon Sundayand batt- ‘ ®
lé’tggdmﬁgm‘?é’mem B ‘truce tomorrow if
s north that the mili :
said it had cleared monmst:g hOStages M :
but where militants have regr- Doha: Remarks by US PrezJoe :
ouped. Rafah is considered the Biden that a ceasefire in Gaza :
last refuge in Gaza for over a wouldbepossibleif Hamasrel- :
million civilians as well as Ha- eased its hostages are a “setb- :
mas’ last stronghold. Some ack” to negotiations, the Pale- :

300,000 people have fled the city
following evacuation orders
from Israel, which says it must

stinian militant goup said Su- :
nday. “We condemn this posi- :
tion by the US prez, we consi- :
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invade to dismantle Hamas. der it a setback from the oute- :
Neighbourm‘ Egypt issu- omes of the latest round of ne- :
ed its strongest objection yet to gotiations, whichled tothemo- :

k]

the Rafah oﬁ'ensive: saying it i : - vement’s agreement to propo- :
intends to formally join South NO END TO PAIN IN SIGHT: People mourn Israeli soldier Sergeant Itay  sal put forward by mediators,” :
Africa’s case at the Internatio-  Livny, who was killed amid the ongoing conflict in Gaza, at his funeralin  Hamassaidina statement.

nal Courtof JusticeallegingIs- Tel Aviv, on Sunday. The Israeli military says 272 soldiers have been Biden said on Saturday
rael is committing genocide in  killed since the start of the ground offensive in Gaza on Oct 27 that a ceasefire in the Israel- :
Gaza, which Israel rejects. i Hamas war would be possible :

US secretary of state Anto- lA rms pa“se srael slre gth amas’ “tomorrow” if Hamas gaveup :
ny Blinken reiterated opposi- tol W ngthen H hostages seized in its Oct 7 at- :
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tion toamajor military assault Halting arms exports tolsraelis “notawise path”and wouldonly  tack. The US prezraised theto- :
on Rafah, and told CBS that Is- strengthen Hamas, Britain's foreign secretary said Sunday. Ask- pic of the hostages during a :
rael would “be left holding the ed whether the UK would follow the US in threatening to cut the sup- speech in Seattle. 3
bag on an enduring insurgen- ply of offensive weapons to Israel, foreign secretary David Cameron Negotiations between Ha- :
cy” without an exit from Gaza said the two countries cannot be compared becau-  mas and Israel for a truce and :
and postwar governance plan. se unlike the US, Britain suppliesa very smallamou-  hostage exchange deal, media- :
Gaza has been left without a ntof Israel's weapons. “The UK provides less than  tedbyEgypt, Qatarand theUS, :
functioning govt, leading to a 1% of Israel’s weapons and it's not a state supplier,” appear to have stalled amidIs- :
Cameron told the BBC on Sunday. “We havealicen-  raeli military action in the so- :

breakdown in publicorder and Iic . O
allowing Hamgs’ armed wing sing systemand those licences canbeclosedifit's  uthern Gaza city. Hamas said :
toreconstitute itself. judged there’sa serious risk of aseriousinterna- - Israeli PM Benjamin Netanya- :

Palestinians reported hea- tional human rights violation.” Britain’s opposition Labour Party hu had “rushed to overturn” :
vy Israisli bombardfgent over- and human rights groups argue that the UK should stop ’g’ne sale of metg]ksby launchingan offen- :
night in the urban Jabaliyare-  British-made weapons or components ina Rafah offensive. ap sivein Rafah. are
. camp and other areas in ——

::Jgr?ﬂern (%am, which has be- ckacross thecampand the Zei- eas. First responders with the thetop Israeli military spokes-
n largely isolated by Israelifo-  tounareaeastof GazaCity,wh- Palestinian Civil Defence said man, said forces were lso o§
ces for months. UN officials ere troops have battled milit- they were unable to respond to ratgngm@enorthegntowns

ay there is a “full-blown fami-  antsforoveraweek. Theyhave multiple calls for help from bo- Beit Lahiya and Beit Hanoun,
e” there. Residents said Israe- called on tens of thousandsof  th areas, as well asfrom Rafah. which were heavily bombed in
warplanesandartillerystru-  people to relocate to nearby ar- Rear Adm. Daniel Hagari, thewar’sopeningdays. a
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