Ukraine Parliament
passes bill allowing

UKRAINE’S Parliament has
made a significant decision
amidst the nation’s pressing
need for military personnel,
passing a bill that would allow
certainprisonerstoenlistinthe
armed forces.

The move comes as
Ukrainian forces confront a
critical shortage of manpow-
er, exacerbated by ongoing
Russian advancements on the
battlefield, Al Jazeera reported.

Wednesday’s legislative
move signifies a notable shift
in Kyiv’s stance on the issue.
Previously, Ukrainian author-
ities had staunchly opposed
suchmeasures, frequently con-
demning Moscow for employ-
ing prisonerstobolster its mil-
itary ranks. The bill’s passage
throughParliamentisapivotal
step, awaiting final approval
from the chairperson of
Parliament, the Verkhovna
Rada, and PresidentVolodymyr
Zelenskyy.



Search operation in Poon

JAMMU, May 9 (PTI)

THE security forces are y&§ (o
get abreakthrough evenast
search operationto trackdown
the terrorists responsible for
attacking an IAF convoy that
claimed the life of a corporal
rank personnel, entered the
sixth consecutive day on
Thursday.

The security forces are try-
ing to identify the attackers
through four pictures of ter-
rorists released by them.

Afresh searchoperation was
launched in the border areas

tfollowing sus-
ovementof some per-
s last night, they said.
The Army, police and CRPF
are conducting search opera-
tions in Shahsitar, Gursai,
Sanai, Lasana and Sheendara
top and adjoining areas, they
saidaddingthattheentirearea
has been cordoned off.
Terroriststargeted an Indian
Air Force (IAF) convoy in the
Shaistar area of Poonch dis-
trict, in which an IAF corporal
was killed in the line of duty
and four others were injured
on Saturday.

rs 6th day

They are yet to get a break-
through even after scanning
the dense forest in the
Surankote belt, they said.

Security forces, which made
public four pictures of terror-
ists with one of them carrying
a gun, are seeking their iden-
tification. The pictures were
probablytaken from CCTVsin
the area, they said.

Earlier, posters offering a
cash reward of Rs 20 lakh for
any informationleadingtothe
arrest of two individuals,
believed to be the prime sus-
pects, were putupinSurankote.
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| US won't supply weapon:
| hit Rafah Blden war:

n |ed By Bombs Supplied By US

3 has repeated that Israel needs

Washington: US Prez Joe Bi-

den said that he would not su- .

pply offensive weapons that Is-
rael could use to launch an all-
out assault on Rafah — the last
major Hamas stronghold in
Gaza — over concern for the
well-being of over 1 million ci-
vilianssheltering there. Biden,
in an interview with CNN on

Wednesday, said that the US §#

was still committed to Israel’s
defence and would supply Iron
Dome rocket interceptors and
other defensive arms but that
if Israel goes into Rafah, “we-
‘renot going to supply the wea-
ponsand artillery shellsused.”

Biden acknowledged that

which killed smne 1,300 people:
inIsrael and led toabout 250 be-
ing taken captive by militants,
Biden’s comments and his
decision last week to pause the
shipment of heavy bombstoIs-
rael are the most striking ma-
nifestations of the growing da-
ylight between his administra-
tion and Israel PM Beujamm

- s0 long been marked by mom-

lsraell forces massed tanks and bombarded areas of Rafah on Thursday

US has _heldl back aid before to indicate

re"or to influence policy

gnis
But the relatlonshlp hasal-

‘ents of deep stress. Atfirst, un-
der both Truman and Preside-
‘nt Dwight Eisenhower, the US

refused to sell Israel weapons

atall. President John F Kenne-
dy became the first to open up
the arsenal by providing Hawk
antiaircraft missiles. Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Joﬁsm}u ej;g
panded ties sending
tanks, AASkybl{awk planesand
F-4 Phantom planes. Presi-
dents have held back aid to Is-
rael hefomm icate displea-
capolcy Frost

warplanes and other muni-
tions out of dissatisfaction
withIsraeli interventionin Le-

. banon. President George H.W.
~ Bush postponed $10 billion in

housing loan guarantees to ke-

. ep American money from be-

ing used to finance settlement
construction in the West Bank.
Overall, since World WarII,
the US has given more aid toIs-
rael than any other country in
the world. As of last year, the
US had provided $158.7 billion
toIsrael since its founding, the
vast bulk of it, or $124.3 billion,
for its military and its missile
defences, according to the
Congressional Research Servi-
ce, Under a 10-year memoran-
dum of understanding sealed
by President Barack Obama,
Washington currently provid-
es$3.8billionayear inmilitary
ald, not counting the $15 billion
in additlonal help approved
last month by Congress and
signed into law by Biden. nyr

to do far more to protect the 1i-
ves of civilians in Gaza,

The shipment was suppo-
sed to consist of 1,800 2,000-po-
und (900-kg) bombs and 1,700
500-pound (225-kg) bombs, ac-
cording to a senior US admini-
stration official. The focus of
US concern was the larger ex- :
plosives and how they could be *
used in adenseurban area. :

“Civilians have been killed :
in Gaza as a consequence of
those bombs and other ways in
which they go after population
centers,” Biden told CNN. “I
made it clear that if they go in-
toRafah—theyhaven’tgonein :
Rafah yet —if they gointoRa- :
fah, I'm not supplying the wea- :
pons that have been used histo- :
rically todealwith Rafah, tode- :
alwiththecities, thatdeal with :
that problem.” “We’re not wal- :
king away from Israel’s securi- :
ty” the Democratic president :
continued. “We're walking :
away from Israel’s ability to :
wage war in those areas.” -

Defence secretary Lloyd :
Austin earlier Wednesday con- :
firmed the weapons delay, tel- :
lingthe Senate Appropriations :

Subcommittee on Defence that :

the US paused “one shipment :
of high payload munitions.” :
It also comes as the Biden :
administration is due to deliv- :
er a first-of-its-kind formal ver- :
dict this week on whether the :
air strikes on Gaza and restric- :
tions on delivery of aid have vi- :
olated internationaland USla- :
ws designed to spare civilians :
from the worst horrors of war. :
A decision against Israel wou- :
1d further add to pressure on
Biden to curb the flow of weap-
ons and money toIsrael. ap
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ﬁ Claims US Bid

LS Elections

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Russia waded into
the GS Pannun murder-for-hi-
re case Wednesday to claim the
US had not yet provided any
“reliable evidence” about the
involvement of Indian natio-
nals in the alleged murder plot
to kill the Khalistani rabblero-
user: It also accused the Ameri-
cans of meddling in India’s in-
ternal affairs and “complica-
ting” the ongoing LS elections

by destabilising the internal

political situation.

. According to an agency re-

port from Moscow, Russian fo--
reign ministry spokesperson
Maria Zakharova, when asked
about a Washington Post re-
port that claimed India was
trying to adopt the policies of
Russia and Saudi Arabia, said,
“According to the information
we have, Washington has not
yet provided any reliable evi-

To ‘Complicat\e’\

I US ‘meddiing’ in Indj
affairs; Russia on-Pannun

to provide ‘reliable
“evidence’ to India in the case
» Accuses US of making
‘unfounded accusations’ about
religious freedoms, says it
reflects ‘disrespect for Indian
state’ and ‘misunderstanding of
its national mentality’
» Describes interference as
‘colonial period mentality’
» Difficult to imagine a more
‘repressive regime’ than
Washington, says Zakharova

No relevant proof:

MEA on Nijjar case

EA said Thursday Canada
has not provided any
“specific” or “relevant” infor-

.mation in the Nijjar killing ca-

seand thatno “formal commu-
nication” has been provided
over the arrests of 3 Indians.

dence of the involvement of
Indian citizens in the the mur-
der of a certain GS Pannun.

»Related report, P4

'S

‘India link to Nijjar
killing’: Canada
Parl okays motion

Jalandhar: Canadian parlia-
ment has unanimously pas-
sed motion “M-112”, introdu-
ced by Liberal MP Sukh Dha-
liwal, highlighting “credible
allegations of a link between
agents of govt of India and
the killing of a Canadian citi-
zen, Hardeep Singh Nijjar”,
reports IP Singh.

The motion calls for an im-
mediate review of measures
aimed at holding accountable
any person or agents of fore-
ign states engaged in political
interference, violence or rela-
ted activities. It comes in the
wake of the recent arrest of
three men of Punjabi originir
connection with themurder.

Khalistan Tiger Forcechi
ef Nijjar was shot dead outsl
de a gurdwara in the Canadi
an province of British Co
lumbia on June18lastyear.

» Related report, P 4
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