Army conducts anti-t
missile field fir

GANGTOK/JALPAIGURI Feb 29
(PTI)

THE Annua Eastern
Command Anti-Tank Guided
Missile (ATGM) field firing exer-
cise was conducted at Teesta
field firingrange inWest Bengal,
astatement by the Indian Army
said on Thursday.

The exercisewas conducted
under the aegis of Trishakti
Corps, and more than 260 mis-
siles were fired to achieve the
targetof “one missile one tank’,
it said. More than 1,500 per-
sonnel fromvarious unitsofthe
infantry and mechanised
infantry battalion participat-
ed in thecommand-level train-

guided
exercise

ing exercise from February 20-
28 near Siliguri.

The exercise was carried out
keepinginviewthetactical sce-
narios on the battlefield in
which tanks play major roles.

“The ATGM detachments
were [ired fromvarious modes
that they might have to adopt
based on tactical situations,”
the statement said.

These included firing from
various vehicles, including the
recently inducted indigenous
Light Strike Vehicle and firing
bygroundbased detachments.

“Engagement of targets by
detachments inserted by hel-
icopters was also practised,” it
said.



India successfully
flight tests
VSHORADS

NEW DELHI, Feb 29 (

INDIA has conducted two successful flight tests ofa very
short-range air defence missile off the coast of Odisha.

The tests were carried out on Wednesdayand Thursday.

“The DRDO conducted two successful flight tests of
Very Short-Range Air Defence System (VSHORADS) mis-
sileson February 28 and 29 from aground-based portable
launcheroffthe coast of Odishafromintegratedtestrange,
Chandipur,” the defence ministry said. It said the tests
were carriedout against high-speedunmanned aerial tar-
gets under different interception scenarios. “During all
thetest flights, the targets wereintercepted and destroyed
by the missiles, meeting the mission objectives,” the min-
istry said. VSHORADS is a man-portable air-defence sys-
tem designed and developed indigenously by Research
Centre Imarat (RCI) in collaboration with other Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) labo-
ratories and Indian industry partners.

The missile incorporates many novel technologies,
including a miniaturised reaction control system (RCS)
and integrated avionics, which have been successfully
proven during the tests, the ministry said in a statement.

“The missile is propelled by a dual-thrust solid motor
and meant for neutralising low-altitude aerial threats at
short ranges. The design of the missile including launch-
er has been highly optimised to ensure easy portability,”
it added. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh congratulated
the DRDO and the Indian Army for the successful devel-
opment trials and said the new missile, equipped with
moderntechnologies, willgive further technological boost
to the Armed Forces.



NEW DELHI, Feb 29 (ANI)

WITH Indialookingto increase
its defence exports, India’s
friendly countries inthe Middle
East and North African region
are showing keen interes L
the ground and air-launched
version of the BrahMos super-
sonic cruise missile.

India has the capability of
launching supersonic cruise
missiles that can now hit tar-
gets beyond 450 km and has
deployed these planes on dif-
ferent parts of the country.

“Some friendly countries in
the MENA region operate
Sukhoi-30 fighter jets, which
can be equipped with the
BrahMos. They have shown
interest in having this strong
capabilityand discussions have
been heldwith them," defence
officials told ANL.

The delegations from these

countries have also met the
BrahMos teams to know the
capabilities of the missile and
its potential, they said.
BrahMos Aerospace has
achieved major success in the
Philippines, where it has
received orders for batteries of
BrahMos missiles, which
are 1o be supplied to them in

the future.

The land-attack versions of
the missile are also being con-
sidered by some of the coun-
tries there and a push from
India is being given at the sen-
ior level.

BrahMos Aerospace chair-
man Atul D Rane has been
focusing more on increasing

exports of the missile systems
in line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's target of
exporting military hardware
worth USD 5 billion in 2025,

BrahMos Aerospace
achieved major success in
internal markets as the Indian
Navy placed orders for
Rs 19,000 crore to buy more
than 200 of these missiles,
which came to be deployed in
anti-ship and land attackroles
by the force,

Therecentorderto BrahMos
Aerospace was given by the
Navy after the Cabinet com-
miltee on security cleared the
order in its meeling last week.

BrahMos Aerospace
Management, headed by Atul
Rane, is now focused on get-
tinglarger consolidated orders
to be more cost-effective and
also allow its suppliers to get
larger orders.



India flays Pak for harping on

UNITED NATIONS/IGENEVA, Feh
29 (PTD

IN A strong retort 1o debt-
rapped Pakistan afterit raised
the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir at the UN Human
Rights Couneil, India has said
it cannot pay any attention to
a country which is soaked in
red due to the bloodshed from
terrorism thal it sponsors
around the world.

First Secretary in the
Permanent MissionofIndia to
the UN in Geneva Anupama
Singh exercised India’s Right of
Reply at the ongoing high-lev-
el segment of the 55th regular

session of the UN Human
Rights Council in Geneva on
Wednesday.

India exerci
Reply worespond toTurk?
Pakistan after the two countr
made referencesto Kashmirin
their statements at the high-
level segment.

“Firstly, we regret the com-
ment made by Turkiye on a
malterthatisaninternal affair
ofIndia and hope that it would
refrain from making unsolicii-
ed comments on our internal
matters in the future,” Singh
said. Coming down heavily on
Pakistan, India said that “we
cannot pay any further atten-

that speaks
akedinred - the

sm it sponsors around
e world; the red of its debt-
riddled national balance
sheets;and the red of the shame
its own people feel for their
Government having failed o
serve their actual interests.”
Acountry thathostsandeven
celebrates UN  Security
Council-sanctioned terrorists,
“commenting on India whose
pluralistic ethos and demo-
eratic credentials are exem-
plars for the world, is a con-
trast for everyone to see,” she
said, in an apparent reference

hmir issue at UNHRC

to terror outfit leaders like
Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) founder
Hafiz Saeed and Jaish-e
Mohammed (JeM] chiel
Masood Azhar enjoying the
backing of the Government in
Pakistan. Hiltingout at Pakistan
for the “extensive references”
toIndia, Singh said it is deeply
unfortunate for the Councils
platform to have once again
been misused tomake patent-
ly false allegations against
India. “We are constrained fo
respond,” Singh said.
Singhasserted that the entire
Union Territoriesof Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh are an
integral part of India and the

conslitutional measures taken
by the Indian Government Lo
ensure socio-economic devel-
opment and good governance
in the Union Territory ol Jammu
and Kashmir aremattersinter-
nal to India. She said Pakistan
has no locus standi to pro-
nounce on matters that are
internal to India. Singh said
that Pakistan isa country that
has institutionalised the sys-
temic persecution of its own
minorities. “Commenting on
India, which is demonstratively
makinggreat strides inachiev-
ing economic progress and
social justice, is not merely
ironical, but perverse."









quarter,

fastestin 1.5 years

at 8.4%

Times NEws NETWORK -

New Delhi: The economy
grew at its fastest pace in six
guarters in the three months
to Dec, led by robust manu-
facturing and construction 6 -
sector growth. The strong e e I |
growth has boosted govt's 301 @2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 ptherservices
track record of handling the 2023 e s B e
economy against the back- _ Robust 8
drop of global challenges | Our efforts will co {
» EDIT PAGE: Three things growth which shall help 140 -
follow from GDP figures life and create a Viksit Bharz
ahead of general elections. | " _

adof generalelections.  jan core sector growth at 3.6%, 15-m §.
Statistical Office (NSO) sho- ¢ rowth in theinfrastructure sector slowed toa15-m =

: wed the economy grew by a
. faster-than-expected 8.4% in
:  Oct-Dec, higher than upward-
: ly revised 8.1% in the previo-
: us quarter and above 4.3% in
the third quarter of 2022-23.
Now, NSO estimates 2023-24
GDP growth at 7.6%, above
. earlier estimate of 7.3%, ma-
: kingIndia world’sfastest-gro-
:  wingmajor economy.

NSO hasrevised upwards

.............................
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in Jan, dragged down by contractions in refinery
and fertilisers, while steel and cement remained stro
released Thursday showed eight coresectors grew 3.6¢
than4.9% in Decand below 9.7% inJanlast year: The corese
accounts fornearly 41% of the index of industrial output.

the second and first quarters her than RBI'S proje
while revision to 2022-23 qu-
artersalsoled toafavourable
effect. GDP growth for FY23
was revised to7% from 7.2%,
The Q3 growth was also hig-






- Sending Nato Troops
Risks Global N

‘West Should Keep In Mind

Moscow: Russian President
Viadimir Putin vowed Thurs-
wmnmnumw'smm
Ukraine and sternly warned
e e S o
saying
suchamove isfraught with the
risk of a global nuclear con-
flict. Putin’s blunt warning ca-
mein astate-of-the-nation add-
ress ahead of next month’s
election he’s all but certain to
win, underlining his readi-
ness to raise the stakes in the
tug-of-war with West to protect
Russian gains in Ukraine.
In an apparent reference to
French President Emmanuel
Macron's statement that the

cusing Russia of plans to at-
tack Nato allies in Europe,
Western allies were “selec-
ting targets for striking our
territory” and “talking about
the possibility of sending a
Nato contingent to Ukraine.”

“We remember the fate of
those who sent their troop con-
tingents to the territory of our
country,” the Russian leader
said in an apparent allusion to
thefailed invasions by Napole-
on and Hitler “Now the conse-
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~War: Putin

> isesthereal threatof anuclear

? conflict that will mean dest. :

ruction of our civilization.”

The strong statement follo- :

wed earlier warnings from Pu- :

tin, who has issued frequent :

reminders of Russia’s nuclear

might since he sent troops into

Ukraine in Feb 2022 as he so- :

ught to discourage West from

T mmnhdjnxgyi?mm."mrg :

Alexei Navalny's allies said on Thursday that hearse drivers are refusing to j . :

i i zed that Russia’s nuclear for- :
takehisbodyfmmmemorguetohlsmne@lmmdayaﬂagemmmmm ces are in“full readiness,” say-
Putin bears Russia detains ing the military has deployed :
Naval:y’sd blztnhn::'or fordiscgedm i ed'mltor - a
eaun: them tested on the battlefield :

in Ukraine. He said they inclu- :

uropean parliament said ussianauthoritieson Thurs-  dethenew Sarmat heavy inter- -
Thursday Russian President day detained journalist continental ballistic missile :
Putin bore the “criminal and Sergei Sokolov, the editor of that has entered service with :
political responsibility”forthe ~ Novaya Gazeta, on charges of Russian nuclear forces, along :
death of opposition leader discrediting the army, the with the Burevestnik atomic- :
Alexel Navalny and should be newspaperandRussianstate ~ powered cruise missile and °
heldtoaccount.Inaresolution  mediareported. NovayaGazeta the Poseidon atomic-powered, -
passed with 506 votes inthe - saidinanonline report that nuclear-armed drone, which :
705-seatassembly, lawmakers  Sokolov'sdetentionwasover  arecompleting their tests. 3

also called foran “independent  coverage of the Russianarmy in Putin again dismissed the :

andtransparentinternational  anarticle,butdidnotprovide  US’ claim that Moscow was

investigation”intothe ~ moredetails.Novaya Gazeta’s  pondering the deployment of

circumstancesofNavalny's ~ former editor-in-chiefDmitry  space-based nuclear weapons.

death, Nine lawmakersvoted 'MUr:Itov]I:ua"P;lﬂohl;ilprim mlnhlsspeech::dtmdm :

against ution. arp  win » REUTERS oneconomic and soc :
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uences for the potential inva- clared that West should keep vote, Putinargued that Russia :
gmwﬂlbofnrmnm.-"-” inmind “we also have the wea- was “defending its sovereign-
Inatwo-hour tolaw- pons that can strike targets on tymgmumuurmpn-
makers and ials, Putin their territory, and what they riots mmmmme

cast Western as reck- are now s ting and sca- that Russian forces

less and irresponsible and de- ringthe with, all thatra- upper hand in the fighting.
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