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New Delhi: Tejas Mark-1A
prototype flew with digital
fly-by-wire flight control
computer (DFCC) for the
first time on Tuesday;
justdaysbeforethedeliver-
ies of the “improved” in-
digenous fighter are sup-
posed to begintoIAE
Under the Rs 46,898
crore contract inked with
Hindustan  Aeronautics
(HAL) in Feb 2021, 83 Tejas
Mark-1A have to be deliver-
ed to IAF in Feb 2024-Feb
2028 timeframe. Officials
admit there is “a slight de-
lay” but say atleast two jets

arelikely to be delivered by

March-end, with a few
more tofollow by year-end.
Defence ministry said
DFCC, developed by Aero-
tical Development Es-
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Te]as MarkJA flies
Indla-made digi

IAF has so far inducted 40 Tejas

and successfully flown on
Tuesday, which is “a signif-
icant development” to-
wards Tejas Mark-1A pro-
gramme. “All critical pa-
rameters and performance
of the flight controls were
found satisfactory,” it said.

[AFhassofarinducted
40 Tejas Mark-1jets.

The improved Mark-1A
version of the single-en-
gine jet includes advanced

computers, high
mission DFC CS,
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Eye on China, Army to ‘combs
formations under Cente
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New Delhi: Continuj with
its re-balancing of forcss and

firepower to the northern bor- 5 "’4‘

ders with China, the 12-lakh
Army now plans to
“combatise” additional forma.
tions under its Lucknow-
based Central Command.
Uttar Bharat Area based in
Bareilly, which is largely a stat-
leformation geared for admin-
istrative, training and other
peace-time purposes, for in-
stance, will be converted into a
full-fledged corps, with addi-
tional infantry, artillery, avia-
tion, air defence and engineer
brigades under it. “The ﬁlx)la'l:
‘approval is yet to come bu
‘pp wants UB Area to
rm into an operation-
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Bareilly-based Uttar Bharat Area,
largely a static formation geared

g™ a source said.
This new corps, likely tobe
called the 18 Corps, will cover
the stretch between Leh-based
14 Corps in Ladakh and the
Sukna-based 33 Corps in Ben-
gal The Army has been de-
ployingadditional formations
for the LACin all three sectors
— Wwestern (Ladakh), middle
(Uttarakhand, Himachal) and
eastern (Sikkim, Arunachal),
The Mathura-based 1
Strike Corps, which has
around 70,000 soldiers and

for peace-time purposes, will be heavy weaponry, for instance,
converted into an operational was earlier “rebalanced” to
corps tasked with guarding the LAC from its previousrole on
middle sector of LAC the western front with Pakis-
tan, as was reported by TOI.
al corpstasked with guarding Consequently, apart from
themiddlesectorof the3,488- “pivot” corps, there are now

km long line of actual con-

two “strike” corps for the LAC:
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Command

the 1 Corps for the northern
sector; including Ladakh, and
Panagarh-based 17 Corps for
eastern one, including Chum-
bi Valley opposite Sikkim.

As part of the re-balanc-
ing, UB Area got one division

‘and three independent bri-

gades under it over the last
couple of years to get
“combatised” in order to
tackle the threat from China.
“The UB Area will be further
upgraded,” the source said,
China has so far rebuffed
India’s push for troop disen-

‘gagement from the two re-

maining major face-offs at

.Depsang Plains and the Char-
‘ding Ninglung Nallah (CNN)

track junction at Demchok
in Ladakh, let alone accept
any return tostatus quoante.
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PM: Art 370 was wall between
country and J&K deyelonment

»Continued from P 1

full faith in you and
we will make Viksit J&K,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, expressing confi-
dence in achieving the vi-
sionof adeveloped J&K.
Modi expressed satisfac-
tion thatArticle370's removal
had dismantled a “wall be-
tween the country and J&K’s
development”. He highlight-
ed the shortcomings of fam-
ilies that had governed J&K
since independence, accusing
them of prioritising power
grabsover people’s welfare,
“They're only concerned
abouttheirfamilies, notabout
your interests. Those think-
ing about the welfare of their
own families will never spare

a thought for common citi--

zens. I am happy that J&K is
now getting freedom fromdy-
nasty politics,” the PM said.
He did not explicitly
nameany individualor polit-
icalpartxbutaﬂudedto(!on-

PM Modi during the launch of various devel.opmet pr]ects in Jammu
on Tuesday. He also flagged off the first electric train in Kashmir

gress and regional parties
National Conference and
Peoples Democratic Party,
which had governed J&K be-

fore2019.
 “Earlier, only dishearten-
- ing news of bombs, kidnap-

pings and separation used to
~ come from J&K. But now,
‘Jammu & Kashmir isdevelop-
~ ing and moving forward. Far
ﬁ'om hartals and bandhs,

youth of J&K are scripting
their own future,” he said.
The PM outlined mile-
stones in education in J&K
lately “There are two II TS, two
ATIMS, one of which was in-
augurated by me here today,”
he said. “The number of med-
ical colleges has gone up from
four to 12, besides 45 nursing
and paramedical colleges.”
MOdI-also celebrated the
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constitutional advance-

ments in social justice, in-

cludinggranting SCstatusto
Valmiki community and in-
clusion of Paddari, Pahari, :
Gadda Brahmans, and Kolis :
in ST category:. :

The PM highlighted the :

commendations he received

regarding J&K’s hospitality
during his recent foreign frip
to West Asia. He also men- :
tioned the surge in tourism, :
with 2 crore tourists visiting :
J&K last year, creating earn- :
ing opportunities in the re :
gion. “Iassure you that people :
would forget Switzerlandand :
cometoJ&Kas infrastructure
is going to get a big boost,” he :
said, referencing projects in- :
augurated or initiated. :

Modi flagged off the first :
electric train in Kashmir :
and congratulated the peo- :
pleonitsinauguration. “The :
day is not far when people :
will be able to travel across :
the country by takinga train :
from Kashmir,” hesaid.
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